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From the Editor 
 

Our last issue for 2015 comes full of  news about 

research activities in the leisure, sport, tourism and 

events space. In particular, let me bring to your 

attention a couple of  important information about 

this issue of  the Magazine:  

1) You will notice that all Board members have now an 

institutional email address—this will not change 

when Board members change, so use these for your 

communication with us, instead of  our personal/

university email addresses;  

2) We have reduced the number of  Call for Papers and 

similar notices in the Magazine given that we are 

almost daily including these in our Facebook and 

Twitter pages—we focus instead on news from our 

patrons and network; 

3) Most importantly, you will notice that in this issue 

we made a point of  giving you as much information 

as possible, still in a succinct way, on what the 

ANZALS Board has been up to and what we have 

achieved in this very busy year. It is also a great 

opportunity for members to take stock and bring your 

ideas to the AGM when we will elect the new 

Executive Board.  

I have to say I feel very privileged to have been part of  

this group of  very enthusiastic Board members and to 

have contributed, even if  in a small way, to ANZALS’ 
achievements in the past few years. It is time, 

however, for me to step down but I hope to continue 

to contribute to ANZALS as an active member and 

supporter of  the organization. All the best to the new 

Executive and I am looking forward to meeting you 

all at the 2015 ANZALS Conference in Adelaide!   

Arianne C. Reis 
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Check the ANZALS website for all the latest about 

leisure studies in Australia and New Zealand. 
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President’s Report 

It seems like everyone in the 

ANZALS community is really 

busy at the moment. People are 

busy with their regular end of  

teaching season activities and we 

have the flurry of  the ANZALS 

Conference and ANZALS AGM 

just on the horizon. All of  these 

things take more time than 

planned. I know the team of  peo-

ple involved with ANZALS activi-

ties strive to do their best to meet 

members’ needs. The 2015 Annual 
Report distributed on 19 Novem-

ber provides a thorough update on 

our activities over the last year. 

ANZALS continues to deliver a 

range of  relevant services to our 

members and the wider leisure 

community.   

Board Activities 

Since this is a Conference year, we 

have all been busy getting the de-

tails of  the Conference, our AGM, 

Awards, etc. organised in time for 

the events in December.  

Ruth Sibson and Robyn Cockburn 

have effectively managed the 

memberships so we have more 

members than before and we have 

better systems for working with 

our members.  

Hazel Maxwell had done a stellar 

job organising Board meetings, 

and the documents and proce-

dures for the AGM.  

ANZALS Patrons 

School of Business, Edith 
Cowan University, West-
ern Australia, Australia 
 

Department of Tourism, 
Sport and Hotel Manage-
ment, Griffith University, 
Queensland, Australia  
 

Department of Social Sci-
ence, Parks, Recreation, 
Tourism and Sport,  Lin-
coln University, Canter-
bury, New Zealand 
 

School of Tourism and 
Hospitality Management, 
Southern Cross Universi-
ty, New South Wales, 
Australia 
 

Department of Tourism, 
University of Otago, 
Dunedin, New Zealand  
 

School of Business, Uni-
versity of Queensland, 
Australia 
 

Centre for Tourism & 
Leisure Management, 
University of South Aus-
tralia, Australia 
 

Tasmanian School of 
Business & Economics 
and the Institute for Re-
gional Development, Uni-
versity of Tasmania, Aus-
tralia 
 
UTS Business School,  
University of Technology, 
New South Wales, Aus-
tralia  
 

Te Oranga School of Hu-
man Development and 
Movement Studies, Uni-
versity of Waikato, Ham-
ilton, New Zealand 
 

College of Sport and Ex-
ercise Science,  Victoria 
University, Australia 
 

 

 

It is great that we have eleven nomi-

nations for the ANZALS Board of  

Management. We have not had to 

organise an ANZALS Board election 

for many years (we have always had 

the same number of  nominees as 

Board positions). I know there was 

some confusion regarding the voting 

procedures but hopefully everyone 

now understands how they can par-

ticipate in the 2016 / 2017 Board 

election. 

Carmel Foley has kept a tight grip on 

the ANZALS finances and we con-

tinue to be in a strong financial posi-

tion. The new Board of  Manage-

ment will need to decide how we 

proceed with supporting new initia-

tives. Hopefully, we will be able to 

provide some assistance to the 

ANZALS Special Interest Groups so 

they can further develop their activi-

ties.  

Clayton Hawkins and Arianne Reis 

have done a fantastic job keeping 

everyone informed about our activi-

ties via the website, ANZALS social 

media, ANZALS eNews and the 

ANZALS Magazine. Our web and 

news activities manage to keep our 

members and colleagues around the 

world informed about our activities.  

Ruth Jeanes is working with col-

leagues in Canada to arrange a for-

mal relationship with the Canadian 

Association of  Leisure Studies.  
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President’s Report 

It is encouraging that two universities have already 

expressed interest in hosting the 2019 Conference. 

A New Partner 

The Australian Health Promotion Association (SA 

Branch) and ANZALS have decided to enter into 

an agreement to work together. A formal Memo-

randum of  Understanding is scheduled to be 

signed at the Conference. This is the first time that 

ANZALS has decided to engage with another or-

ganisation that is not formally part of  the leisure 

network. AHPA–SA have been very involved with 

the organisation of  the Conference and the range 

of  presentations will demonstrate how much 

AHPA-SA and ANZALS have in common. The 

aims of  health promotion and leisure development 

are complementary. We hope that the partnership 

with AHPA-SA will create more synergy for all of  

our members and their initiatives to improve the 

quality of  life for everyone via better leisure and 

health. 

Aaah! It is almost summer 

ANZALS has had a good year in 2015. Thank you 

to everyone who has contributed and to everyone 

for being part of  the ANZALS community. It has 

been a pleasure to serve ANZALS members as 

President for the last two years. I wish everyone a 

happy and leisurely festive season.  

 

 
John Tower 

ANZALS President  

December 2015 

She has also finalised the ANZALS Early Ca-

reer Researcher Award. This award will be 

announced at the conference. Ruth, with help 

from the award committee, has efficiently 

and effectively managed the award process. 

Richard McGrath and his team have been 

busy finalising the details of  the Conference. 

I know many colleagues are looking forward 

to our biennial gathering for the conference. 

Arianne Reis and Carmel Foley have decided 

to not nominate for another term on the 

ANZALS Board. Carmel has been on the 

Board since 2010 and Arianne joined the 

Board in 2012. Both of  them have been BIG 

contributors to ANZALS activities. I look 

forward to letting them know how much we 

valued their contributions when we provide 

them with special recognition at the Confer-

ence.  

ANZALS Conference 

The biennial conference is the biggest event 

for ANZALS. Richard McGrath with the 

team of  Jannette Young, Caroline Adams 

and Edoardo Rosso have met all their dead-

lines for the planning and organisation of  the 

conference. I appreciate their efforts because 

I know the demands of  conference organisa-

tion and I am sure they will savour the suc-

cess of  their hard work. 

I hope to be able to announce the host of  

the 2017 ANZALS Conference at the Ade-

lainde Conference. There have been discus-

sions with the potential host over recent 

months and their proposal will be discussed 

at the Board meeting on 8 December.  
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ANZALS News 
Website Launch 

Special Interest Groups 
Members have now the opportunity to develop Special Interest Groups (SIGs). These SIGs are de-

signed to facilitate communication and collaboration between ANZALS members working in similar 

areas. They are also intended to provide a vehicle for the organisation of  the annual conference.  

Aims 

The aims of  ANZALS SIGs are to: 

 Facilitate communication and collaboration between members working in similar areas 

 Provide a basis for streams within ANZALS Biennials Conference programs by having a desig-

nated time slot at the annual conference (where possible SIG sessions will be scheduled concur-

rently at the conference) 

Every ANZALS SIG will: 

 Be recognised for three years (groups can then be reformed or restructured, where appropriate) 

 Have a designated Convener 

 Have a presence on ANZALS website 

In addition, there is a SIG grant scheme to support groups with conducting activities and events that 

support their relevant theme.  

At the 2015 ANZALS Conference, members will be provided with information concerning the re-

quirements of  establishing a SIG, Terms of  Reference for SIGs, as well as the roles and responsibili-

ties of  SIG Conveners and details about the SIG Grant Scheme. The Board looks forward to the de-

velopment of  this new initiative with the support and interest from members.  

And we did it! The new website is now live and it looks 

beautiful! It is full of  new features, carefully crafted with the 

assistance of  our one and only Online Engagement director, 

Clayon Hawkins. We now have the ability to navigate using 

mobile phones, tablets, etc., as well as links to social media 

pages, such as Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn, which 

ANZALS now has a presence on. There is also a members 

only section where you can subscribe (or unsubscribe) to our 

eNews, where you can get access to Annals of  Leisure Re-

search, and much more. Please let us know what you think 

of  it. We are constantly improving the content, so feel free to also send any news you would like to 

see posted there or at any of  our other communication channels.  
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ANZALS News 
What we have been up to! 

ANZALS has continued to deliver successful services and programs to its members and the 

wider leisure community in 2015. We have a new website, the journal is publishing high stand-

ard articles, we continue to share information with our membership and colleagues around the 

world, and we are all looking forward to a successful Conference in Adelaide.  

The Leisure Community – ANZALS continues to work with our Australian and New Zea-

land colleagues in organisations such as Parks and Leisure Australia and New Zealand Recrea-

tion Association to produce Research Connections. We continue to collaborate with CAUTHE 

and SMAANZ to provide symposia, participate in Special Interest Groups and share infor-

mation. We have formal arrangements with World Leisure Organisation and we have renewed 

our agreement with the UK’s Leisure Studies Association. We also work with the scholarly as-
sociations in Brazil, South Africa and Canada. At a local level we have established a relation-

ship with SA Health Promotion Association.  

Membership, Administration & Financial systems – The membership coordination team 

of  Robyn Cockburn and Ruth Sibson have made a range of  improvements to how we manage 

our memberships. Through the successful implementation of  a two-year membership linked to 

our conference registration in December 2013, we’ve seen a strong growth and subsequent re-
tention in our member numbers for 2014 and 2015. Our membership currently shows a 10% 

growth on the 2014 figures, which were boosted by the strategy of  combining a 2-year 

ANZALS membership with the end-2013 conference fees, and a 100% growth on the 2013 

figures. Overall, this growth shows that the strategies that have been put in place over the pre-

ceding years are working and the membership of  ANZALS is now at a more sustainable level.  

Carmel Foley, ANZALS Treasurer, established a better accounting system in 2014. All these 

systems provide a more effective and efficient approach to how we manage our membership, 

administration and financial activities.  

 



6 

 

ANZALS News 
What we have been up to! 

Online Engagement – Clayton Hawkins has led a total overhaul of  the ANZALS website. 

Each of  the Board members have contributed but Clayton has spent weeks of  his time to co-

ordinate and organise the new structure and content of  the website. We look forward to mem-

bers’ comments and suggestions about how the ANZALS website can continue to meet your 
needs. Clayton and Arianne Reis continue to drive the ANZALS social media activities. It is 

rewarding to know that ANZALS maintains a very successful social media presence.   

The ANZALS Facebook page continues to rapidly engage with members and non-members 

alike. As at 11 November 2015, ‘likes’ are up by 75 since the 2014 AGM report (now 329).  To 
offer some perspective, as at 11 November 2015 the Leisure Studies Association had 327 likes, 

World Leisure Organization had 448 and CAUTHE had 326.  However, we’re a long way from 
the Australasian Leisure Management magazine that sits at 1999 likes.   

The ANZALS handle on Twitter (@ANZALSonline) pulls information directly from the Face-

book page as well as engages with other similar organisations through collegial retweeting and 

replies.  As at 11 November 2015, @ANZALSonline is followed by 122 people and organisa-

tions (up 63 since the 2014 AGM) and has tweeted 957 times (up 635).  To offer some compar-

ative perspective, as at 11 November 2015 the Leisure Studies Association had 772 followers, 

World Leisure Organization had 545 and CAUTHE had 47. Our handle actively engages in 

sharing the tweets of  the ALR (@AnnalsLeisRes). This assists to share widely the articles in 

and associated information of  the ALR.   

In mid-2015, ANZALS launched a members’ only LinkedIn group.  This approach to member 

engagement was instigated following responses to the ANZALS survey conducted in 2014. At 

present there are only five members of  this group.  All members are welcome to join. 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ANZALSonline
http://www.linkedin.com/grp/home?gid=6973239
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ANZALS News 
Why join ANZALS? 

ANZALS is an organisation that provides numerous benefits to its members. 

ANZALS is the Australasian disciplinary association promoting the further development of research, 

teaching and scholarship in the field of leisure (including sport, tourism, events, hospitality, arts, play and 

recreation). ANZALS membership is a springboard for disciplinary growth and professional develop-

ment, and provides a sense of community with others in the global leisure studies field. It provides op-

portunities to develop your career through contact with other academics and information about job op-

portunities. Through our magazine and e-news updates you’ll stay current with kindred departments in 
other universities. Contacts made through the ANZALS community create opportunities to foster re-

search collaborations, and we hope you consider publishing in our refereed journal, Annals of Leisure 

Research. 

  

In 2016 members of ANZALS will receive: 

 An electronic copy of our quarterly refereed journal, Annals of Leisure Research 

 Information on research, staffing and developments at the member universities through our six-

monthly ANZALS magazine, regular e-news, Facebook and Twitter updates 

 Opportunities for collegial support and promotion of the benefits of leisure studies as an area of 

research, teaching and scholarship 

 Access to member-only sections of the ANZALS website 

 Discount rates at ANZALS conferences and seminars 

 Discount rates for some publications and events offered by related organisations, such as Parks 

and Leisure Australia, CAUTHE, Leisure Studies Association (UK), World Leisure Organization 

and more to come. 

Please take this opportunity to join ANZALS by following this link: www.anzals.org.au/join-anzals/ 

 

ANZALS STUDENT MEMBERSHIP 

ANZALS membership is a springboard for research exchange, collaboration and professional de-

velopment and provides a sense of community with others in the global leisure studies field. We 

encourage post-graduate students to join and access a professional network that has Australasian 

and international links. Joining as a student is an affordable entry into an international network and 

a stepping stone in your career. Through Facebook, LinkedIn and the biennial conference, you’ll 
have the opportunity to connect with other post-grad students. If you’re in the process if complet-
ing your thesis, consider the awards that are made available at the National Conference. Lastly, 

keep an eye on the website - some great post-doc opportunities are posted there. 
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ANZALS News 
Annals of  Leisure Research 

Since my last update the second part of  the children, families and leisure special issue has 
been published as issue 3 of  2016. As a mark of  success of  the issue Routledge have agreed to 
publish both parts as a single edited book (edited by Heike Schänzel and Neil Carr).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Similarly, Routledge have published the 2014 special issues on second homes (edited by 
Trudie Walters & Tara Duncan) and ‘alternative’ cultures and leisure (edited by Alan Law & 
Stephen Wearing). Keeping up the habit of  writing these updates as an issue is just about to be 
published I would note that the final issue for the year is due out soon and will be dedicated to 
sporting and cultural events. 

2016 is already looking like being a busy year for the journal so please keep an eye on the web-
site. Special issues looking at leisure and dress, ethics, and leisure in later life are all in the 
pipeline. At the same time there will also be a range of  papers coming out in regular issues 
that as usual reflect the vibrant diversity of  research going on in leisure studies. Anyone who 
can’t wait to see an article in an issue can look at accepted papers that have yet to be allocated 
a journal issue here. We are always on the lookout for new special issue topics so if  you have 
one please get in touch with me or if  you have a paper you are looking for a home for then of  
course you can submit it online to ALR.  

I know I’ve mentioned it before but it’s worth doing so again (honest!). For those of  you al-
ready on Twitter check out the new Annals twitter site; if  you’re not on Twitter then sign up 
(go on, you know you really want to). Please follow us and retweet the journal announcements 
as they come out – it’s a great way of  spreading the news about the journal and its content. 
Other than that, I look forward to seeing everyone at the ANZALS conference in Adelaide 
and wish you all a great Christmas. 

Associate Professor Neil Carr 
Managing Editor of Annals of Leisure Research 

 

http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ranz20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ranz20/current
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/showAxaArticles?journalCode=ranz20
mailto:neil.carr@otago.ac.nz
https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ranz
https://twitter.com/AnnalsLeisRes
mailto:neil.carr@otago.ac.nz
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News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

Enormous congratulations to Professor David Simmons, who has 

been elected as a Fellow of  the International Academy for the Study 

of  Tourism. The IAST is the pinnacle global body for tourism aca-

deme and is limited to 75 members at any one time. The objectives 

of  the Academy are to further the scholarly research and professional 

investigation of  tourism, to encourage the application of  findings, 

and to advance the international diffusion and exchange of  tourism knowledge. Fellows of  the 

Academy are elected and inducted for their outstanding scholarly contribution to the field of  tour-

ism.  

Congratulations also to Professor Greg Ryan, whose rugby research was recognised at the confer-

ence: The World in Union: Rugby past, present and future, held at the University of  Brighton in 

August. The conference organisers presented awards for the best rugby book published up to 

2014, and three of  the nine shortlisted for the two academic categories were authored or co-

authored by Greg - his first book from 1993 in the sole authored section and two for which he was 

sole editor in the edited section. 

In September, Dr Stephen Espiner was one of  25 invited participants from around the world at an 

International Workshop on the Economic Impacts of  Tourism in Protected Areas in Wilhelmsha-

ven, Germany. At this workshop, he presented a paper entitled ‘Tourism and Protected Areas in 
New Zealand: A summary of  visitor monitoring approaches, current successes and future chal-

lenges’. This was Stephen’s second international speaking invitation for 2015, after he was also a 
Keynote Speaker National Association of  Interpretation’s International Conference in Montreal, 
Canada, in May.  

In October, Dr Roslyn Kerr was one of  six Invited Speakers at the 4th Annual Conference for Ar-

tistic and Rhythmic Gymnastics in Sao Paulo, Brazil. She presented a paper entitled: ‘The Soviet 
Coach in New Zealand: Examining cross-cultural expectations in gymnastics’.  
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Lincoln University has also been active in ensuring our research reaches 

the wider sector beyond academia. In September, LU hosted the First 

Annual Cycling Forum. A range of  participants from several different cy-

cling groups, including coaches, sports scientists, cycling advocacy group 

members and researchers from the University of  Canterbury, came to listen to five diverse presenta-

tions on various cycling research. In October, LU held the 4th Annual Sport and Recreation Forum 

where five students presented their research on a variety of  topics including the experiences of  

school rowers; the effectiveness of  the Green Prescription programme and the branding of  Nelson 

wineries. The forum was well-attended by around 40 sport and recreation professionals, plus ex-

students and current students.  

News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

Written contribution provided by 

Dr Roslyn Kerr – Head of Depart-

ment, Department of Tourism, Sport and 

Society 

Deputy Head of  School presents in Portugal, Denmark 

and Croatia 

Associate Professor Erica Wilson was recently invited as keynote 

to open an international conference on gender and tourism. ‘ Re-

Engineering the Tourism Labour Market through Gender-Aware Research: Interdisciplinary Approaches and Fu-

ture Trends’ was held on July 1-2 at the University of  Aveiro in Portugal. Hosteb by Professor Carlos 

Costa and his GenTour research project team, the forum’s purpose was to disseminate findings of  
research in this area, as well as to raise awareness and critical thinking on gender in tourism. Erica 

presented a keynote titles ‘Gender-aware research in tourism: A reflexive journey’, highlighting her 
insights and reflections on undertaking gender research in tourism over the past 15 years. While in 

Europe, Erica also presented papers at the 2nd Tourism Postdisciplinary Conference in Denmark 

and the 10th International Critical Tourism Studies Conference in Opatija, Croatia. 

5 Minute Research  

Congratulations to Dr Mieke Witsel on winning the 5 minute research pitch at the university level. 

Mieke talked about the ”Happiness Project”. Mieke is off  to Sydney in November to represent SCU 

at the national competition. 
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PhD Success 

 Andrea Boyle has recently been awarded a Doctor of  Philosophy. Su-

pervised by Associate Professor Erica Wilson and Dr Kay Dimmock, 

Andrea’s PhD research explored the concept of  sustainability within 
Australian tourism, hospitality and events higher education. Through-

out her candidature, Andrea presented her research at several national conferences and one inter-

national conference. The school currently has 51 PhD candidates, 19 from tourism and 32 from 

business. Research is being undertaken in a diverse range of  geographical areas such as Vanuatu, 

the UK, China, South Korea, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, Brazil and Austria. The topics cover 

areas such as: 

 cuisines, celebrity chefs and market stall holders 

 the global financial crisis, superannuation funds and gambling regulations 

 golf  course development, bird watching and robotics 

 self-authorship, HRM systems and workplace subcultures 

 overseas students, migrants, social networking theories and technologies 

 zoos, railways, television dramas and public transport. 

As you can see from this brief  summary the range of  topics and re-

search is quite diverse. We wish all of  our candidates well! 

 

News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

Written contribution provided 

by Joanne Cooper – Admin-

istration Support Officer 

Victoria University has a range of  leisure research projects current-

ly underway. The following four reports provide a snapshot of  the 

projects.  

Evaluation of  AAA Play Telephone Service 

Reclink Australia commissioned Victoria University’s Institute of  Sport, Exercise and Active Living 
(ISEAL), Research group Sport, Diversity and Community Development, to undertake a formative 

evaluation of  their service Access for All Abilities Play (AAA Play). This service, funded by Sport 

and Recreation Victoria, provides an information and referral service designed to promote and in-

crease sport and recreation options for people with a disability. AAA Play operates as a first point 

of  call phone service as part of  AAA Program across 31 Local Government Areas in Victoria. The 

research evaluation project was guided by Dr Tom Forsell and Associate Professor Ramon Spaaij. 

The central aim of  this evaluation was to assess the design, delivery and effectiveness of  AAA Play.   
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The research employed qualitative methods including two focus 

groups with stakeholders and users, as well as in-depth one-on-one 

telephone interviews with users, partners and providers. The final 

report provided a number of  recommendations for further refine-

ment, accessibility and information of  the website as well as building in an ongoing feedback process 

into its function and design. Other recommendations included developing closer links to service us-

ers and case workers, greater use of  AAA Play Ambassadors and further promotion of  wellbeing 

benefits of  sport and recreation for people with a disability. For further information contact Dr Tom 

Forsell, College of  Sport and Exercise Science at Victoria University.  

Aquatic and Recreation Centre (ARCs) Community Benefits Research 

Dr John Tower has been provided with six months of  

study leave to further develop the 2014 Victorian pilot 

study to investigate the community benefits of  ARCs at a 

national level. The first phase of  the research is to liaise 

with the ARC industry to gain a better understanding of  

their research needs via state-based workshops in Victoria, 

New South Wales, Queensland and South Australia. Key industry partners are Australian Leisure Fa-

cilities Association, Aquatics and Recreation Victoria, Aquatics and Recreation Institute, Australian 

Leisure Facilities Association Queensland and CERM PI at University of  South Australia. Contact 

Dr John Tower for more details.  

Sport and Recreation Spatial is continuing to grow and impact the sport, recreation and health 

sector. It is a joint research initiative between Federation University Australia and Victoria University 

that has been nominated as a finalist in the ‘Research into Action’ category of  the 2015 VicHealth 
Awards. The VicHealth awards recognise the significant health promotion achievements of  projects 

that support and promote healthier, happier Victorian communities. Recently the team produced a 

research report for the City of  Ballarat on the Sport, Physical Activity and Health Profile of  the 

LGA compared to other LGAs throughout Victoria. This provided information of  critical value for 

informing policies and developing strategies related to sport and recreation participation, facilities 

and health in the region. Netball Victoria are pleased with the new Geographical Information System 

and are engaging in this research for at least the next three years. Amanda Basu, Strategic Projects 

Manager, Netball Victoria has praised the capacity of  the interface for providing enhanced data and 

results: “The new Sports Spatial interface is easy to use. It offers reporting options which present 
our participation data against factors relevant to our sport 

now and in the future.  It also enables us to create reports 

for external stakeholders and also assist in our internal deci-

sion making.” For more information visit the website.  

News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

Written contribution compiled by John Tower 
with contributions from Tom Forsell and Ro-
chelle Eime - College of Sport and Exercise Science 

mailto:tom.forsell@vu.edu.au
mailto:tom.forsell@vu.edu.au
mailto:john.tower@vu.edu.au
http://www.sportandrecreationspatial.com.au
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The Applied Disciplines team have been working on a number of  research 

projects, publications and conference presentations. Recent highlights include: 

Dr David Lamb presented a paper at the LSA Conference at Bournemouth 

University (UK) in July 2015 titled It’s not the real thing, but it’s just like being there? 
Extending the event experience to a wider audience through the provision of  a live site. This paper was based 

on live sites, one way in which a wider public can congregate collectively to celebrate, and is an ar-

ea of  research which has received little attention, and is largely undervalued. This work is to be 

progressed with Dr Stephen Henderson, from Leeds Beckett University (UK). Other research in-

cludes an ongoing research project looking at volunteer motivations in events and philosophical 

foundations of  volunteering, mostly related to sport and fashion-based events. This research has 

resulted in a book chapter that reviews the literature and identifies the current trends, with a par-

ticular focus on understanding what motivates people to become involved in events organisation 

and execution, and how in particular they engage with local events. The book will be published in 

December 2015. For more details, click here. David is also involved in a School of  Business fund-

ed research project investigating food and families to explore how changes in the family dynamic 

influence attitudes and practices towards food consumption, to help fill a gap in the research on 

one aspect of  family leisure identified by a preliminary review of  the family leisure literature. 

Dr Ruth Sibson is working on a number of  projects which focus on leisure/sport and physical ac-

tivity and business education, and will use her study leave in semester one next year to consolidate 

the outcomes of  these. First is a project funded by Basketball NSW to examine  the business 

model of  the sport of  basketball in NSW, with the outcome of  supporting and improving the or-

ganisational, workforce and business capabilities and capacities of  these sport organisations and, 

thus, their longer-term financial sustainability. Ruth will also be presenting a paper at the forth-

coming ANZALS conference on the awareness and use of  outdoor exercise equipment in public 

parks; and is writing a book chapter with colleagues from ECU which ties into her teaching and 

learning interests in supporting the embedding of  ePortfolios across higher education programs. 

Dr Dale Sanders has produced a number of  publications in 2015 including: 

Sanders, D., Laing, J., Frost, W. (2015) Exploring the role and importance of  post-disaster events 

in rural communities. Journal of  Rural Studies. 41 pp. 82-94. 

Allan, M., Dowling, R., Sanders, D. (2015) The motivations for visiting geosites: the case of  Crys-

tal Cave, Western Australia. GeoJournal of  Tourism and Geosites. 16(2) pp. 141-152. 

Ernawati, N.M., Dowling, R., Sanders, D. (2015) Tourists’ perceptions of  community-based tour-

ism products for sustainable tourism in Bali, Indonesia. In in Hughes, M., Weaver, D., Pforr, C., 

(eds) The practice of  sustainable tourism: resolving the paradox. New York: 

Routledge pp. 95-112 .  

News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

Written contribution com-

piled by Dr Ruth Sibson 

http://www.palgrave.com/page/detail/managing-and-developing-communities-festivals-and-events-allan-jepson/?isb=9781137508539
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Dr Millie Kennelly and Dr Brent Moyle are working with Dr 

Matthew Lamont from Southern Cross University on a project 

focused on the 'non-participating entourage' of  serious leisure 

participants. Their research is investigating the experiences of  the 'support crew', or friends and 

family of  those who participate in endurance sport events. These people and their experiences are 

sometimes forgotten in discussions about leisure participation and event management.  

Dr Adele Pavlidis is working on several projects, including collaboration with Peking University’s 
Centre for Gender, Sport and Society. This pro-

ject focuses on the globalisation of  sport, in par-

ticular roller derby, and its entre into China. Ad-

ele is also working with Lives Lived Well 

(Queensland-based drug and alcohol services) to 

explore the success of  a pilot fitness program 

offered to their clients. As well as this Adele 

continues to work across the areas of  leisure, 

sport and the emerging field of  physical cultural 

studies, being invited to contribute a chapter on ‘Affective and Pleasurable Bodies’ to the Routledge 

Handbook of  Physical Cultural Studies (edited by Mike Silk, Dave Andrews and Holly Thorpe).  

Associate Professor Raymond Hibbins is working on an international study of  HDR students in 

the field of  leisure studies. A total of  345 thesis topics were gathered from 13 universities for the 

period 1999 to 2010, with the largest number collected for 2007. Masters and PhD theses were in-

cluded. 47% came from the UK, 33% from Australia and NZ and 20% from Canada. Topics in 

the area of  sport were constant over the collection period as were those in tourism, family and 

gender. Topics in the area of  parks and resorts, events, environment and sustainability were rela-

tively recent arrivals. Management and intercultural issues featured throughout. Studies in leisure 

generally decreased over the ten year period. Theses topics in leisure per se have decreased from 

50% to 20% of  the total number over the time. A useful project for the Research commission 

would be to expand this study by including a more diverse sample including universities in China, 

Taiwan, Japan, Korea as well as Brazil, Sweden, Italy and Germany. An invitation is extended to 

members of  the commission to become involved in this study which sheds light on the career des-

tinations of  our HDR students and the future of  research in leisure. Given the growth of  leisure 

programs and research in Asia an extension of  this study would provide indications of  the future 

of  leisure studies in higher education. 

 

News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

Dr Adele Pavlidis with colleagues Peking University 
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Also of  note are the activities of  several researchers in the De-

partment of  Tourism, Hotel and Sport Management, including: 

Professor Susanne Becken was invited to be part of  the Griffith 

Asia Institute’s delegation to the Australia-Philippines Policy Forum: Economic Diplomacy and 

the APEC Agenda held in Makati, 25-28 August.  The forum was held to discuss the current state 

of  the bilateral relationship around the economic and trade partnership and secondly, to strength-

en the institutional links between Griffith Asia Institute and Philippine Institute for Development 

Studies, both members of  the APEC Study Centre Consortium.” Professor Susanne Becken has 
been awarded Visiting Professor at Hunan Normal University in China, and has also been invited 

to join the Tourism Tribune international Advisory Board.  

Professor Noel Scott has been accepted by the International Association for China Tourism Stud-

ies as a member. This is a new organisation with well-known Chinese academics such 

as Professors Song and Bao as founding members.  

Dr Brent Moyle presented to the media on Tangalooma Island speaking about sustainable tourism 

during the launch of  the EarthWatch program for Qantas in June, and also presented at the recent 

Australia's Green Cauldron event on the Gold Coast (August).  A fact 

sheet on nature-based tourism can be downloaded here. 

News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

Written contribution provided 

by Adele Pavlidis – Lecturer 

Marketing National Parks for Sustainable Tourism 

Stephen Wearing and Stephen Schweinsberg from UTS, and 

John Tower from Victoria University have finalised the publication of  their book about marketing 

national parks. The book offers a comprehensive overview of  the key principles and challenges 

involved in tourism marketing in a national park context. It provides a framework to apply mar-

keting principles to inform practices and guide the sustainable management of  national parks and 

protected areas. The book, published by Channel View Publications, is due for release in February 

2016. Details are available from www.channelviewpublications.com   

http://www.apec.org/
https://www.griffith.edu.au/business-government/griffith-institute-tourism/publications/fact-sheets
http://www.channelviewpublications.com/
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Associate Professors Carmel Foley and Deborah Edwards visited 

Europe in May to present their business events research to indus-

try representatives at the Joint Meetings Industry Council in Paris 

and the IMEX Exhibition in Frankfurt.  Their latest report, Asian incentive events in New South Wales: 

Expenditure and retail impact, was launched at the IMEX event with Professor Mary O’Kane (NSW 
Chief  Scientist), Lyn Lewis-Smith (CEO BESydney) and Geoff  Donaghy (Director Convention 

Centres AEG Ogden & CEO International Convention Centre Sydney). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

Photo taken at IMEX Frankfurt May 2015: Carmel Foley, Mary O’Kane, Lyn Lewis-Smith, 

Geoff Donaghy, Deborah Edwards  

Written contribution provided by Associate 

Professor Carmel Foley – UTS Business School 

Dr Anna Thompson Carr is currently on Research and Study Leave and 

is in the final stages of  editing a forthcoming publication on tourism 

and political ecology with Dr Roger Norum and former staff  members 

Dr Mary Mostafhanazad and Dr Eric Shelton. The book is entitled , 

“Political Ecology of  Tourism: Communities, Power and the Environ-
ment” and will be published shortly by Routledge Contemporary Geographies of  Leisure, Tour-
ism and Mobilities Series. Anna is also co-editing a Special Issue on Tourism and Indigenous Peo-

ples: Exploring Sustainability and Innovation for Journal of  Sustainable Tourism. Her co-editors are 

Dr Lisa Ruhanen (UQ Business School, The University of  Queensland), Dr Michelle Whitford 

(Department of  Tourism, Sport and Hotel Management, Griffith University). 
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News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

In late September Anna presented an invited keynote address at the 3rd 

Australian Wildlife Tourism Conference; Wildlife Tourism: a Force for Bi-

odiversity, Conservation and Local Economies. Anna was sponsored by 

Parks Victoria (Australia) and her keynote was entitled  “Conservation 
Partnerships” at work – from wallaby to albatross! Reflections from New 

Zealand”. Her keynote focused on species and habitat protection at two sites enabling community 
engagement in the sector. Reflections included how communities benefit from wildlife tourism (and 

vice versa) and how have habitats been managed and enhanced so protected species flourish and vis-

itors are enthused about conservation? Conference proceedings are being published in a special issue 

of  Journal of  Ecotourism.  Wildlife Tourism Australia (Incorporated 2003) is an Australian national 

organisation of  tour operators, park staff, academics and others involved in wildlife tourism. 

 

The Department’s Centre for Recreation Research hosted 
Professor Kumi Kato from Wakayama University, Japan. 

Professor Kumi Kato presented a seminar “Tourism build-
ing a Community of  Compassion - Restoring spiritual con-

nections with the land in an evacuated village of  Fukushi-

ma, Japan” which examined Kumi’s involvement in the res-
toration of  ‘wolf  paintings’ in a shrine located in. After the 
East Japan Earthquake, Tsunami and subsequent meltdown 

at the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Station the village 

of  6,000 people, Iitate-mura, was displaced but the local shrine, Yamatsumi-jinja, kept its doors open 

to the evacuated communities, who were able to visit the area but not stay in their homes. In April, 

2013, the shrine burnt down, including rare cultural property of  237 ceiling paintings of  wolves in-

stalled in its prayer hall over 100 years ago. The Japanese wolves are believed to have gone extinct in 

the early 1900s, but in folklore beliefs, they are a messenger of  the mountain gods, whose power de-

ters disasters and misfortunes. Ironically now, the stone wolf  statues stand looking over the evacuat-

ed village overcome by the radiation threat. Professor Kumi Kato had photographed and recorded 

the shrine and its contents and was able to oversee a process of  restoring the lost paintings and re-

turning them to the villagers. Brent Lovelock and Anna Thompson-Carr are collaborating with Pro-

fessor Kumi Kato on further research regarding wildlife and landscape values. 
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News from our Patrons 

Research Activities 

In June 2016 James Higham will co-convene with Scott Cohen (University 

of  Surrey), Stefan Gössling (Linnaeus University; Western Norway Re-

search Institute), Paul Peeters and Eke Eijgelaar (both NHTV Breda 

University) the third biennial Freiburg sustainable transportation work-

shop.  The 2016 workshop is titled ‘Desirable transport futures’ and will be 

hosted in the Black Forest (Freiburg, Germany) from 28th June – 1st of  July 2016. The first two 

workshops addressed Psychological and behavioural factors in understanding and governing sustainable tourism 

mobility (2012) and The psychology of  governing sustainable tourism mobility: bridging the science-policy gap 

(2014). The 2012 workshop delivered a Routledge edited book and a special issue in the Journal of  

Sustainable Tourism. A further special issue of  the 2014 workshop contributions will be published in 

the Journal of  Sustainable Tourism in early 2016.  For further information please contact: mail-

to:freiburgconference@gmail.com  

Wiebke Finkler, a current PhD Candidate in the Department 

of  Tourism is conducting research on the science communi-

cation of  whale watching. Her research investigates a theo-

retical science communication framework called SciCom-

mercial (Science Communication Commercial), which draws 

on key elements of  social marketing, TV commercials, viral 

videos and documentary filmmaking. Wiebke applies the 

framework in a case study whale watching SciCommercial 

video. The latter includes the production, distribution and online assessment of  a two minute 

SciCommercial video as part of  a short whale watching survey. You can find the short whale watch-

ing survey as well as further information about her work and interests in the contribution of  science 

communication to the marketing of  responsible tourism initiatives and conservation at 

www.goodwhalewatching.com 

The Department has three PhD students graduating in December. They are: 

 Felix Bello - Thesis: Local communities and tourism development in protected areas in Malawi: 

Investigating community involvement. 

 Supattra Sroypetch - Thesis: Host and guest perceptions of  backpacker tourism impacts on lo-

cal communities: A case study of  the Yasawa group of  islands, Fiji. 

 Anna Palliser - Thesis: Building adaptive capacity for natural resource management in Akaroa 

coastal environment, New Zealand  

http://www.routledge.com/books/details/9780415839372
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsus20/21/7
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/rsus20/21/7
mailto:
mailto:
mailto:freiburgconference@gmail.com
http://www.goodwhalewatching.com/
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News from the Network 

            World Leisure Organization 

World Leisure Organization celebrated its 2nd World Leisure Games in Qingdao, 
China. The World Leisure Games, sponsored by the World Leisure Organization, 
promote world-level leisure activities in order to advance the development of  enjoy-
ment of  well-being. 

Celebrated in the cities of  Laixi and Qingdao, it attracted local and international visitors in the 
field of  leisure. During the World Leisure Games 17 different competition local and international 
events were organized, where professionals from several countries where competing to each other 
in different international and local sports games. 

Furthermore, the World Leisure Summit, organized during the same dates, served as a platform 
where researchers of  world leisure sports, tourism management experts and tourist practitioners 
exchanged views on leisure sports and tourism development trends. Roger Coles, president of  the 
World Leisure Organization Council, and Ricardo Uvinha, Vice Chair of  the World Leisure Or-
ganization, took part together with other local universities’ researchers of  leisure sports and tour-
ism management practitioners in this World Leisure Summit. 

During the entire period of  the celebration, international and local visitors had the opportunity to 
visit the Expo area with over 20,000 m2, composed of  four theme exhibition areas; leisure sports 
products exhibition area, leisure tourism exhibition area, leisure health-keeping exhibition area and 
leisure food exhibition area, which attracted nearly 600 famous leisure products enterprises and 
over 20,000 expert buyers and fans of  leisure games. 
 
At last but not least, a continuous lei-
sure culture and arts festival activities 
were programmed, giving the chance 
to visitors to experience and to know 
more about Laixi and its local special-
ties and cultural achievements. 

During World Leisure Games days, 
World Leisure Organization had the 
opportunity to hold its Annual Board 
of  Directors and Executive Commit-
tee meeting, in order to discuss com-
ing future projects and activities.  
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News from the Network 

CAUTHE 2016 Conference—February 8 to 11 
Proudly hosted by the Blue Mountains International Hotel Management 
School, CAUTHE 2016 will be held in Sydney’s CBD with the confer-
ence theme The Changing Landscape: The Impact of  Emerging Markets and 
Destinations. With an exciting mix of  keynote speakers, the CAUTHE 
2016 keynote addresses support an understanding that collaboration be-
tween industry and academia can facilitate emerging markets and desti-
nations. Chief  Operating Officer at TFE Hotels, Ms. Tammy Marshall 
will draw on her substantial experience to discuss the current state of  the tourism industry and 
the impact of  emerging destinations and markets. As Professor of  Sustainable Tourism at 
Griffith University and Director of  the Griffith Institute for Tourism, our second keynote 
speaker Professor Susanne Becken will discuss ways in which emerging destinations can miti-
gate environmental impacts of  tourism to ensure a sustainable future. Mr. Simon 
McGrath, Chief  Operating Officer for Accor Pacific, will provide an overview of  Accor’s vi-
sion for the next five years, including championing academic collaboration to drive emerging 
markets and emerging destinations.  

The social events organised for CAUTHE 2016 will provide further opportunities for discus-
sion, networking and entertainment. Monday 8 February kicks off  with the PhD/ECR/MCA 
Drinks and CAUTHE Networking Event, to be held at the Cruise Bar at the Overseas Passen-
ger Terminal. With views to the iconic Opera House and Sydney skyline, the BBQ themed 
event will provide opportunity to engage with new and old friends alike. After a day of  thought
-provoking keynote speakers, a panel discussion and the first concurrent session, the CAUTHE 
Conference Welcome Function on Tuesday 9 February will be held at the STUDIO 
at Westfield Tower. Enjoy unforgettable 220-degree views over Sydney from the highest event 
space in the city. To close the conference in true Sydney-style, the CAUTHE 2016 Gala Dinner 
and Awards will be held on the The Blue Room Sydney Harbour Dinner Cruise. This glass-
dining vessel will cruise Sydney Harbour as everyone on board celebrates another enjoyable 
CAUTHE conference.  

The Conference will include CAUTHE’s AGM, where we will launch our Strategic Plan 2016-
2021. 

On behalf  of  CAUTHE, the Blue Mountains 
International Hotel Management School looks 
forward to welcoming you to CAUTHE 2016 
and to beautiful Sydney. For further information 
on the conference, please visit http://
www.cauthe2016.net/  
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News from the Network 

SMAANZ 2015 Conference 
The Tasmania School of  Business and Economics is hosting 
the 2015 SMAANZ Conference from November 26th to 28th. 
The conference can be followed on social media using 
#SMAANZ2015.  

The theme for the 2015 conference is 'Coming of  Age'. After twenty years it is fair to say that 
Sports Management research and professional practice in Australia and New Zealand has 'come 
of  age' and that this is a perfect motif  for a 21st birthday. It offers a timely and useful theme for 
a conference whose discipline, while still relatively young, has grown into a vibrant area of  schol-
arship and professional practice, and provides a useful platform from which to critically examine 
the knowledge and insight gained over the past twenty years, with a maturity of  purpose, vision 
and direction that only comes with age. 

The 2015 conference will feature a keynote presentation from Professor Harald Dolles from 
Molde University College, Norway, and a student workshop and seminar on the day preceding 
the conference, which has had a very strong response. It will also include the presentation of  two 
awards - the SMAANZ Distinguished Service Award intended to recognise contribution within 
SMAANZ and the field of  sport management, and the SMAANZ Student Research Award to 
encourage and support the development of  the next generation of  scholars in sport manage-
ment. For more information, visit the conference website.  

Future Conferences 
SMAANZ is excited to announce that the 22nd Annual Conference will be hosted by AUT in 
Auckland. The conference will be held from the 23rd to 25th November 2016 with submissions 
due 30th June, 2016.  

A call for expressions of  interest to host the 2017 SMAANZ conference has been distributed 
and are due in February 2016 for interested organisations. 

Sport Management Review 
The SMAANZ journal Sport Management Review received its “debut” impact factor of  1.214 
during the year. The announcement represents the collective efforts of  hundreds of  authors and 
reviewers, dozens of  editorial board members and six editors - Laurence Chalip, David Shilbury, 
Chris Green, Graham Cuskelly, Tracy Taylor and Alison Doherty.  

Submissions for the Sport Management Review Special Issue on Contemporary Qualitative Re-
search Methods in Sport Management are due February 1, 2016. The guest editors are Dr. 
Larena Hoeber and Dr. Sally Shaw. Further details can be found here. 

Follow SMAANZ news and updates on Twitter @SportScholars  

 

 

http://www.utas.edu.au/business-and-economics/smaanz-2015
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/sport-management-review/call-for-papers/special-issue-on-contemporary-qualitative-research-methods-i/
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News from the Network 

LSA News 

I must begin by thanking the University of  Bournemouth for hosting a highly successful and en-
joyable annual conference in July.  The range of  keynote speakers was excellent and along with 
the large number of  parallel session papers, these made for a very informative event. No LSA 
conference is complete without its social provision and on a personal note I very much liked the  
mini-beer festival in place of  the usual wine reception; an LSA first, I think, but do correct me if  
I’m mistaken. One further item worthy of  mention is the effort the organising team put into en-
suring that the fortieth anniversary of  the Association was marked in an appropriate way both in 
the content of  the conference and also with a 40th anniversary birthday cake at the conference 
dinner! 

At the Annual General Meeting, which took place at the end of  the first day of  the conference, 
we welcomed Ian Jones (University of  Bournemouth) and Laura Woodland (University of  the 
West of  Scotland) as newly elected members to the Executive Committee, though some readers 
will of  course recall Ian’s previous service as Editor of  the LSA Newsletter. In his report on be-
half  of  the Editorial Board of  our journal Leisure Studies John Horne noted a 7% increase in the 
number of  downloads from the journal, a statistic which indicates a healthy interest in leisure 
amongst academics and practitioners.  

We have recently been invited to participate in a Quality Assurance Agency review of  the subject 
benchmarks for leisure, sport, hospitality and tourism.  This is of  great importance to us as an 
opportunity to ensure that leisure retains a high profile in the benchmarks. I hope to be able to 
report further on this soon. 

With the financial health of  the Association much improved, the Executive Committee’s priority 
in the coming year is to increase and widen the membership. Everyone can help in this – just tell-
ing potentially interested colleagues about the Association can be an effective way of  encourag-
ing people to think about joining us.   

 

Dr. Bob Snape 

Chair of  the Leisure Studies  Association 
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News from the Network 

Research Connections  
Research Connections is a joint initiative between 

ANZALS, PLA and NZRA designed to promote and 

inform the leisure, recreation and parks industries and 

researchers about the range of  current research that is 

being undertaken across Australia and New Zealand. 

It has produced several newsletters over the last few 

years, reporting on over 100 research projects 

throughout Australia and New Zealand.  

The November 2015 edition of  Research Connections has abstracts about the following 

Australian and New Zealand research projects : 

 Tourism and Community Well-being: Social Impacts of  Tourism in Australian Tropical 
Communities 

 Opportunity or Orientation? Who Uses Urban Parks and Why 

 Playing or Participating – Pursuing People’s “Perfect Fit”  
 Australian Girls Participation in Physical Activity – A Review of  Current Literature 

 Invitation for Supervisors, Managers and Risk Managers to Participate in UPLOADS Usa-
bility Test 

 The Importance of  Research to Parks and Leisure Practitioners and How Research Infor-
mation is Sourced 

 Health Benefits and Associated Economic Value of  Parks and Park Use in Australia 

 Young People’s Survey Urban / Rural Reports 

 Updated 2011 YPS Methodology Report (post 2012 Christchurch fieldwork) (2014)  

 A Case Study of  Best Practice in Tertiary and Community Partnerships (2015)  

 Modelling progression of  competitive sports performance (2014)  

 Tackling NZ's growing obesity via rugby clubs  

In addition, there is a comprehensive list of  upcoming parks and recreation conferences and a 
list of  useful links to some interesting websites. The March 2016 edition (#12) of  Research 
Connections will focus on research underway in New South Wales.  The cut-off  for suppling 
abstracts for #12 is February, 2016. However, researchers are welcome to submit project ab-
stracts at any time and they will be included in the next newsletter. Email John Wood at  for an 
project reporting template. Past issues of  Research Connections can be viewed here.  

mailto:jwcs@bigpond.net.au
http://www.parksleisure.com.au/resources/research-connections
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News from the Network 

New Zealand Recreation Association  
The New Zealand Recreation Association has just held its 
National Conference and AGM, and has much to celebrate. 
Highlights of  the year include the quality of  the professional 
development and networking events delivered during the year. 
Our National Conference, Just Add Water Seminar, Green 
Pavlova and Recreation in Action events were particularly well 
attended, and we have received positive feedback on the work we 
have been doing in the outdoor recreation sector. 

The past year also saw an increased focus on advocacy. This involved a series of  national 
strategic planning and outdoor recreation workshops, and member surveys to identify the key 
priorities for the recreation sector. The feedback and input provided by the sector is being used 
to guide our strategic direction, along with the development of  a ‘Recreation Manifesto’ which 
will be launched and sent to key local and central government decision makers later in 2015.  

Another highlight was the launch of  our new professional development portal NextStep, in 
June. The portal is intended as a one-stop-shop for recreation professionals to find the training, 
events and courses they need to grow their careers. It is early days, but this has so far been very 
well received by both participants and providers. We also continued to provide quality 
management and administration services to the International Federation of  Park and 
Recreation Administration, throughout its transition to the new World Urban Parks 
organisation and beyond, and executive support to the New Zealand Outdoor Instructors’ 
Association.  

NZRA’s flagship benchmarking and standards programmes PoolSafe and Yardstick are 
continuing to make significant contributions to the quality of  the industry’s decision-making, 
services, infrastructure and programmes. 

NZRA took over management of  AUSTSWIM training and accreditation in New Zealand in 
April and we are working closely with Water Safety New Zealand, Swimming New Zealand and 
Swim Coaches and Teachers of  New Zealand to make sure the best professional development 
opportunities possible are delivered to swim coaches and teachers.  

Looking forward to 2015/2016, in addition to continuing to deliver high quality, inspiring and 
practical professional development events, we will look to further develop NZRA’s advocacy 
activity, promote and support the growth of  NextStep, and build partnerships that will support 
us to champion recreation for the benefit of  New Zealand. The Board has been working hard 
to understand the industry’s priorities and to make decisions with the long-term development 
of  NZRA and its members’ needs in mind. There has been a strong focus on strategic 
planning, which has been crucial in terms of  setting and clearly articulating the organisation’s 
direction.  
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News from the Network 

New Zealand Recreation Association  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The conference theme ‘Navigating Recreation’ was the foundation for a programme focused on 
the themes of  Wellbeing, Places & Spaces, Risk and People. More than 300 people attended. 
“The National Conference is an important event for New Zealand recreation,” said NZRA 
Board member and Conference Convenor Alison Law. “It enables people from the recreation 
industry to consider contemporary issues and challenges, identify opportunities for collabora-
tion, share knowledge and improve the way recreation is planned and provided. The event in-
cluded national and international experts, with opportunities for attendees to extend their 
thinking and develop new approaches.”  
Conference highlights included : 

Thomas Woltz, Nelson Byrd Woltz Landscape Architects, explored new parks in a new world,  
about the significant projects their company is engaging in throughout the world - Hudson 
Yards (New York), Memorial Park (Houston), Devonian Botanic Garden (Alberta, Canada). 
Thomas released the 100 Year Master Plan for Auckland’s Cornwall Park.  
Nick Cox, former CEO of  YMCA Australia, and current CEO of  Belgravia Leisure, focusing 
on how recreation providers’ can use the International Association of  Public Participation’s 
model to drive better customer engagement and participation.  

Sasha McMeeking, an academic at the University of  Canterbury and previously General Manag-
er of  Strategy and Influence at Te Rūnanga o Ngāi Tahu talk about being a change agent, and 
breaking through barriers in organisations to create change. 

Micheal Kirschman, Deputy Director of  the award- winning Mecklenburg County Park and 
Recreation Department in North Carolina demonstrated the amazing things achieved in parks 
and open spaces every day including articulating the positive difference recreation.  
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News from the Network 

New Zealand Recreation Association  
Conference workshops 

A special feature of  the conference were a series of  workshops and field 
trips including Building a World-Leading Community Sport System. 
Hosted by Sport New Zealand’s Community Sport Team, the focus was 
on the importance of  putting the participant at the heart of  their deci-
sions. Delegates explored how to develop a better understanding of  future workforce needs, 
explore the principles that underpin local community sport system development, and the im-
portance of  guiding investment and decisions for better spaces and places to play sport. 

Several field trips explored the region including: 

- Eastern Parks, a walking tour of  the proposed national heritage destination, Te Motu Kairangi 
Park on 86 hectares of  ex-Defence land. It focused on a major restoration project underway 
with a new track network, signage and long term ecological restoration plan in place. 

- Coolest little Capital spaces investigated the Wellington waterfront in the coolest little Capital 
in the World. Development of  this area has created a distinctive promenade from the Railway 
Station to Oriental Parade, linking Waitangi Park with its unique wetlands and the soon to be 
redeveloped Frank Kitts Park featuring a Chinese garden. The tour viewed the results of  a 
transformation project that has improved cycling and walking experiences, and created two 
pocket parks through an area that is developing into an inner city education hub with increased 
residential living. The tour concluded at Pukeahu National War Memorial Park. Development 
included putting Buckle Street underground to create a unified national memorial precinct and 
strengthening the area's heritage value. 

- The Coast with the Most showcased the Kapiti Cost, with a visit to Queen Elizabeth II Park, 
where Greater Wellington Regional Council staff  discussed their implementation of  Sustainable 
Land Use Plan to balance the natural values and farming operations on the park. Delegates 
were able to view restoration planting sites, historical features and aspects of  evolving farm 
practices. Otaraua Park, a new 60ha reserve that Kāpiti Coast District Council plans to trans-
form into a regional sport and recreation hub, was explored and the participants finished with a 
guided tour of  the 2015 Outstanding Pool of  the Year, Coastlands Aquatic Centre. The centre 
features the latest technology in pool design and is the first aquatic centre in Australasia to have 
a translucent roof, reducing energy costs and creating the feeling of  being in an outdoor pool. 

- Living well in Lower Hutt focused on some urban renewal projects, including Fraser Park 
Sportsville, a 27ha park that is the Council’s first sports hub, providing shared facilities for sev-
eral local sports clubs. The newly opened Taita Centre that includes Walter Nash Stadium, 
where a collection of  rundown buildings at the Taita shops are being transformed into a mod-
ern community hub was the last stop.  



27 

 

Newsy Bits on Books 

Tourist Attractions, by Johan Edelheim, 2016, Channel View Publica-
tions 
Tourist attractions constitute the metaphorical 'heart' of  tourism. This 
book aims to both deconstruct and construct what tourist attractions are, 
how we perceive them and how we can enhance our understanding of  
what attracts us as tourists. The volume reaches beyond current ideas 
about the ways tourist attractions are created, shaped and packaged. It fo-
cuses on the importance and subjective nature of  identity, memory, narra-
tive and performance in the tourist experience to find new ways of  analys-
ing and managing tourist attractions. The book will appeal to researchers 
and students in tourism and destination management and heritage and in-
digenous tourism.  

Domestic Animals and Leisure, by Neil Carr (Ed), 2015, Palgrave 

Macmillan  

‘This book challenges the notion that leisure is simply free time used for 
frivolous self-gratification, instead highlighting how animal proponents 
and activists care for, lobby, rescue and adopt these animals during their 
leisure time. By recognizing the agency and sentience of  these animals 
that interact with so many of  us on a daily basis, the volume demon-
strates how leisure studies can make a valuable contribution to the field 
of  animal studies.’ Raynald Harvey Lemelin, Lakehead University, Canada 

‘Drawing on an explicit engagement with leisure settings, practices and 
theories, this volume critically interrogates the changing social positions of  domestic animals 
[…] This book will make a unique contribution to debates around animal sentience and agency, 
anthropomorphism, domestication, animal ethics and animal welfare.’ Kevin Markwell, Southern 
Cross University, Australia 

This volume offers both an insight into the current state of  research on domestic animals in lei-
sure and a lens through which to begin to chart the future of  research in this field. Ongoing de-
bates about human-animal relationships and the rights and welfare of  the latter underpin the 
contributions, with analysis of  a range of  different animals. 

Domestic Animals and Leisure will appeal to scholars of  Leisure and Tourism studies, Sociology, 
Anthropology, Geography and Zoology, and anyone with an interest in enhancing the under-
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Newsy Bits on Books 

Mountaineering tourism, by Ghazali Musa, James Higham & Anna Thompson-Carr 

(Eds), 2015, Routledge  

This book is a compilation of  wide ranging chapters and case studies, 
written by recognised and emerging scholars worldwide, who research 
in different areas of  mountaineering tourism and recreation. Our treat-
ment of  mountaineering tourism in this volume derives its structure 
from Weed and Bull’s (2004) theorisation of  sport and tourism as a 
complex interplay of  activity, people and place. In this context ‘activity’ 
relates to the geographical, historical and social development of  moun-
taineering, ‘people’ focuses on those who (directly or indirectly) engage 
in the activity of  mountaineering and ‘place’ addresses unique destina-
tion contexts relating to the hosting of  mountaineers to facilitate their 
climb, impacts on environment and host community, together with 
management practices. The book defines mountaineering tourism as 
the activities of  mountaineering tourists, their interplay with members 
of  the climbing community and all associated stakeholders, together 
with associated impacts and management at the environmental and local community level. 

Employing this tripartite structure, the first major part of  the book addresses the activity of  
mountaineering tourism in terms of  geography, history, the concept of  wilderness experience 
and adventure mountaineering, guided mountaineering and the roles of  alpine clubs. It is further 
illustrated by three case studies which address the early development of  mountain recreation in 
New Zealand, mountaineering tourism in Taiwan and the commercial development of  Southern 
Alps Guiding (New Zealand). The second major part attends to ‘people’, exploring the narrative 
construction of  self  through a commitment to mountaineering, gender issues in mountaineering, 
mountaineering tourism experiences, mountaineers’ personality and mountaineering risk. The 
section is further illustrated by two case studies which are mountaineering flow experience and 
mountaineers’ responsible behaviour related to safety and security. Thirdly, we deploy the con-
cept of  ‘place’ to examine the environmental impacts, mountaineering commodification and risk 
perception, ethical issues in mountaineering, health and safety issues and management perspec-
tive of  mountaineering tourism, as they exist in different spatial contexts. Four case studies in-
cluded in the section are mountaineering and climate change, human waste management in 
Aconcagua, Mountaineering on Mt Everest and working conditions of  high altitude porters on 
Mt Kilimanjaro. In drawing together the insights provided by these chapters and case studies, we 
consider critical issues arising from the commercialisation of  mountaineering practices, and con-
sider the future of  mountaineering tourism and emerging research directions. Our overarching 
aim is a critical treatment of  the possibilities and pitfalls of  mountaineering tourism.  
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Call for Papers 

World Leisure Journal 
Special Issue: Leisure Management 

Guest Editors: Dr. Jo An M. Zimmermann (Texas State University, USA) and  Dr. John Tower 

(Victoria University, Australia)  

Expressions of  Interest: 1 April, 2016, emailed to Dr. Jo An M. Zimmermann. Please include the 

title and a brief  abstract (approx. 200 words) 

Article Due Date: 10 July 2016 

Publication Date (Approximate): Volume 59, Issue 1, 2017 

Organized by the Leisure Management Commission of  the World Leisure Organization, this special 
issue of  the World Leisure Journal seeks to explore, encourage discussion, and contribute to the study 
and practice of  leisure management. Leisure managers are constantly being challenged to deliver 
better services, programs and facilities with steadily shrinking budgets. Papers are invited to address 
innovation and insights about the latest trends in the management of  leisure services, programs and 
facilities. Ideally, papers would be submitted which were attempting to bridge the gap between em-
pirical research and application as we hope to raise awareness among the broader leisure community 
who might not normally seek out articles on leisure management topics. 

Papers may cover a broad range of  topics and perspectives and include scholarly and empirical con-
tributions from an international range of  authors and contexts. Empirical research (both qualitative 
and quantitative), systematic reviews, scholarly descriptions, brief  reports, and book reviews are in-
vited. Appropriate topics for this issue include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 Conceptual and theoretical issues relating to the roles and aims of  leisure management 

 Practical issues relating to leisure management and its implementation in different populations, 
contexts, and settings 

 Local, regional, and global trends and developments, and their impact on leisure management 

 Perceptions of  and attitudes towards leisure management 

 Leisure management in relation to different patterns of  leisure behavior and consumption 

 Models, programs, curricula, and operational frameworks of  leisure management education 
and their implications for individuals, communities, and societies 

 Approaches and strategies for leisure management 

 Training and preparation of  leisure management professionals  

 Policy and advocacy issues pertaining to leisure management 

 

Manuscript Submission Procedure 

The World Leisure Journal is published on the behalf  of  the World Leisure Organization by Taylor & 

Francis. All submissions should be made online at the World Leisure Journal ScholarOne Manuscripts 

site.  

mailto:jz15@txstate.edu
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rwle
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/rwle

