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President’s
Message
Welcome to the final ANZALS magazine of
2017 and my first message as the new
President of the ANZALS board. Whilst I’ve
held a variety of roles on the board over the
last 6 years (secretary, Vice President and
Events Officer) I was delighted to be reelected to the Board at our 2017 AGM and

next two years to continue to work with our
network and drive forward leisure
scholarship and practice. I’m writing this
message coming off the back of another
successful biennial ANZALS conference
hosted in Hobart by the University of
Tasmania. The conference theme was
‘Leisure and Social Change’ and this
provoked a range of interesting debates and
discussions particularly focusing on the role
of leisure in supporting social change and
the challenge for scholar and practitioners
to champion the importance of leisure
scholarship in asking the big questions and
tackling the big issues associated with social
change. We had the good fortune to hear
various dimensions of this debate from
three exceptional keynote speakers,
Professor Tess Kay, Professor Simon Darcy
and Professor Can Seng Ooi who all
provided their different takes on how
leisure studies can support and champion
social change and address inequities in
broader society. As ever the conference was
punctuated by a range of vibrant social
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activities including an inclusive cricket event
as part of the Trans-Tasman Challenge and
Clayton Hawkins our online engagement
officer demonstrating his tremendous
breadth of skills providing MC services and
live music at the conference dinner. I’d also
like to congratulate our ANZALS prize award
winners, Katie McDonald who won the
Student Prize and Trudie Walters who was
awarded the Elery Hamilton-Smith ECR best
paper prize. We hope delegates had an
enjoyable and stimulating time at the
conference and I’d like to publically
acknowledge the hard work and efforts of
Hazel Maxwell and Clayton Hawkins and
their team in their efforts organising the
conference. They can now breathe a sigh of
relief as the baton hands over to our new
co-hosts, Lincoln University, Otago
University and Queenstown Resort College.
The conference will be held in Queenstown
th
Dec 11-13 2019 so please make a note in
your diaries!

The conference has provided the main focus
for the ANZALS board over the last year and
there have been some changes in board
members at the recent AGM. I would like to
thank our outgoing board members Roslyn
Kerr (secretary), Hazel Maxwell
(newsletter), John Tower (president) for
their services to the board. Hazel and
Roslyn have both served one term on the
board and provided a great deal of support
and energy to our activities. John has been
with us for many years holding various
positions. He is leaving behind big shoes to
step into as the new President and the
board are extremely grateful for all the
support, leadership and organisation he has
provided in his time with us. I would also
like to welcome onto the board Richard
Wright (Events Officer), Mandi Baker
(secretary) and Katie McDonald (Student
Representative).
There are a range of Board matters that we
have been focusing on that will continue in
2018. The review of the constitution
continues and will be considered by the
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new board in early 2018. A number of
special interest groups have been
established across the network of ANZALS
members and we are keen to encourage
more to emerge. If you’d like to start a
collective of like-minded leisure scholars
then please contact Richard McGrath our
vice-president to discuss setting up a special
interest group. We will be focusing on
developing our ‘off season’ event in 2018
around some of the groups that are
developing. Watch this space.
I wish all ANZALS members and its affiliates
around the world a very happy festive
season and hope you can enjoy many of
your leisure pleasures. Thank you to
everyone for all your contributions to
ANZALS over the last year.
Ruth Jeanes
December 2017

ANZALs 2018/19 Board Members. L-R: Clayton, Ruth (President), Ruth, Mandi, Katie, Richard, Richard, Robyn (inset), Trudie.
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Meet the 2018/19 ANZALS Board
President – Dr Ruth Jeanes
Monash University, Australia
Ruth has served on the ANZALS board since
2011 in the roles of secretary, Vice
President and
Events Coordinator.
She was convener
of the 2013
ANZALS conference
held in Frankston
Victoria, and also
organised the
ANZALS 1 day
symposium in
November 2016. Prior to arriving in
Australia, she served as secretary for the
Leisure Studies Association in the UK for
five years. Ruth is passionate about leisure
scholarship, particularly focusing on
research that seeks to address inequity in
leisure opportunities and participation. She
was recently guest editor of a special issue
of the Journal of Leisure Research focusing
on Family Leisure with co-editor Dawn
Trussell and Liz Such (published in June
2017).
Treasurer – Robyn Cockburn
Lumin & Victoria University of Wellington,
NZ
An inaugural member of ANZALS, Robyn has
been an active board
member since 2010,
contributing to the
new strategy and
membership.
Robyn is a Director
of Lumin, a
company that
focuses on strategy,
planning, training,
facilitation and mentoring in the recreation,
arts, sport, and education sectors.
(www.lumin.co.nz )
Since 2016 Robyn has held a Teaching
Fellow at Victoria University of Wellington,
leading the Practicum course as part of the
Masters of Museum and Heritage Practice
(https://www.victoria.ac.nz/sacr/about/ove
rview-intros/museum-and-heritagestudies).
Robyn brings considerable experience in a
governance capacity having served on the
national boards of several professional
associations, including Physical Education
New Zealand, the New Zealand Recreation
Association and Dance Aotearoa New
Zealand. Currently sitting on the board of
the Shift Foundation, www.shiftnz.org.nz an

initiative to improve the wellbeing of young
women aged 12-20 years through
increasing awareness, reducing barriers and
empowering young women.
Membership Engagement – Dr. Trudie
Walters
Otago University, Dunedin, NZ
Trudie is an early career academic in
tourism, leisure
and event studies.
She reviews for a
number of journals
and is Reviews
Editor of Annals of
Leisure Research.
She has enjoyed
serving on the
ANZALS Board for
the past two years as Member Engagement
Officer, which has involved sending out
email campaigns and other
communications. She has more ideas that
she would like to implement, such as the
‘Resources’ page for members on the
ANZALS website which was rolled out
recently.
Membership Manager – Dr. Ruth Sibson
Edith Cowen University, Perth, Australia
Ruth is a Senior Lecturer in the Sport,
Recreation and Event
Management
program, and
Academic Discipline
Coordinator of the
Sport, Event,
Tourism,
Hospitality and
Marketing
degrees, within the
School of Business at Edith Cowan
University. Over her 13 years at ECU, she
has taught across a wide range of
undergraduate and postgraduate units
within these programs and supervised a
number of PhD, Masters and Honors
research students. Her research interests
focus on local, community sport and
recreation opportunities for all citizens, as
well as business education. Ruth has been a
member of ANZALS since 1999 and has
served three and a half terms on the Board,
formerly in the position of Secretary and,
currently as the Membership Manager.

Events Officer – Dr. Richard Wright
Auckland University of Technology, NZ
My Grandfather taught me, “it’s not what
you know, or who you know but who knows
what you know”.
With this always in
mind, I have
dedicated my life to
the discovery and
dissemination of
knowledge.
My professional
movements and
motivations are
unashamedly aligned with my lifelong personal interests in the production
and consumption of serious leisure through
sports tourism and special event legacies.
Over the past decade I have migrated from
a Department of Tourism (Otago) to the
School of Sport and Recreation (AUT), via
two-years within the UK Centre for Event
Management.
Joining the ANZALS Board allows me to
actively assist my peers in the continued
advancement of leisure studies. I am
looking to assist the hosting of ANZALS
events and activities in Australia and New
Zealand and bringing my innovative
planning and creative problem solving to
the ANZALS team.
Student Representative – Katie McDonald
Victoria University, Australia
Katie is a PhD student at Victoria University
completing her studies within the sport and
leisure
management
field. During the
2016-2017 period
Katie was involved
within the board
on a volunteer
basis. As student
representative
within the ANZALS
Board Katie’s role to provide insight into the
needs our student members.
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Vice-president – Dr. Richard McGrath
University of South Australia

Secretary – Dr. Mandi Barker
BMIHMS, Torrens University, Australia

Richard’s
research
interests’ focus
primarily on
community
based
recreation/sport
/arts for youth in
disadvantaged
communities.
Richard has used a number of research
methods to assess the effectiveness and
sustainability of community based
recreation for the past 15 years.
Richard’s research methods are mainly
within the qualitative paradigm, particularly
in relation to the use of critical analysis and
social interactionist methods such as
Grounded Theory, Actio n Research and
Critical Discourse Analysis.
Currently Richard teaches across a number
of sociological/health promotion courses
and coordinating a final year placement
course. In addition, Richard is a School of
Health Sciences Academic Integrity Officer,
a member of the Division of Health Sciences
Aboriginal Strategy Group and an Associate
Member of the Alliance for Research in
Exercise, Nutrition and Activity (ARENA).
Richard has been on the ANZALS Board
since 2013.

Currently a lecturer
at BMIHMS at
Torrens University,
Mandi founds her
research on
bridging gaps
between theory
and application,
research and
practice, and
experience and knowledge. Through
research she gets to listen, write, explore
and share the narratives that shape
people’s lives. As her five-year-old daughter
says, she is “a doctor of stories.”
Mandi is currently working on a research
project funded by the Australian Camp
Association and the Victorian state
government.
In 2016 Mandi received the Canadian
Camping Research Award of Excellence;
this award celebrates excellence in research
and writing that makes a significant
contribution to the body of academic
literature relevant to the organized camping
movement in Canada. Currently working on
a research project funded by the Australian
Camp Association and the Victorian state
government.

Online Engagement Manager – Dr. Clayton
Hawkins
Auckland University of Technology, NZ
Clayton’s main
research interest
is in the area of
leisure planning
and policy
where the
concepts of
social capital,
informal
leisure activity
and the value of ‘place’
form the majority of the academic
framework. He also has keen interests in
the future of local government, tourism,
festivals and events in regional areas and
teaches into these fields at UTAS.
Clayton has worked in local government in
the fields of sport and recreation, cultural
and community development, community
arts and event management and has won
numerous state and national awards for his
practitioner work. He is a Fellow of the
Institute for Place Management in the UK, a
former member of the Tasmanian Arts
Advisory Board and a former elected
representative in local government.
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ANZALS BOARD MEMBER
CONTACTS
President – Ruth Jeans
president@anzals.org.au
Vice President – Richard McGrath
vicepresident@anzals.org.au
Secretary – Mandi baker
secretary@anzals.org.au
Treasurer – Robyn Cockburn
treasurer@anzals.org.au
Membership (AUS) – Ruth Sibson
ausmembership@anzals.org.au
Membership (NZ) – Trudie Walters
nzmembership@anzals.org.au
Student Representative – Katie
McDonald
students@anzals.org.au
Online Engagement – Clayton Hawkins
online@anzals.org.au
Events – Richard Wright
events@anzals.org.au
News Editor – news@anzals.org.au
Check the ANZALS website for all the
latest about leisure studies in Australia
and New Zealand.
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2017 ANZALS Conference Highlights &
Reflections

Incoming and outgoing presidents Ruth
Jeans and John Tower.
The ANZALS conference in Tasmania was
fantastic! New concepts, inspirational ideas,
welcoming people. Alongside the
presentations, it was the informal chats and
the connections formed, that will really stay
with me. It was a conference that merged
many of my academic passions; health and
wellbeing, leisure, physical activity, outdoor
recreation and a range of innovative
methodologies. It was inspiring hearing the
ways theoretical concepts, from the field of
leisure, are been implemented
pragmatically; from presentations on
encouraging locals in Vanuatu to engage in
walk for life programs, to the process of the
Victorian YMCA phasing out sugary drinks!
The keynote speakers were another
inspiration. There was certainly a diverse
range of thought provoking presentations.
The postgraduate research workshop was
something I definitely recommend
continues. The mentor session challenged
me, got me out of my comfort zone, it
allowed space to look at my PhD critically. It
allowed a space to defend my choice of
methodology. It felt like a great practice run
for an oral exam. Thanks Megan! Presenting
at my first overseas conference was another
highlight, thanks again for the encouraging
feedback and suggestions. Perhaps a
surprising highlight was that wild storm
system that greeted us on our arrival to
Tasmania. Rain, snow and large surf! From a
surfer’s perspective, it was a dream
scenario! The storm created a large
southeast swell, peaking on the Sunday
before the conference; it bought to life
some of the amazing point breaks close to
Hobart. It was a great opportunity to

connect with Tasmania in an embodied and
joyful way!
“A magic space emerges in my
consciousness, leisure time, where life
springs out of all the old thinking patterns…
This magic space where I can meet my
whole self.” (Cohen-Gewerc & Stebbins,
2013, p.20).
The highlight of the conference though had
to be the people; ANZALS had a great feel
to it. To use a Maori proverb, it was all
about the people. He tangata, he tangata,
he tangata. It is the people, it is the people,
it is the people.
Stephen Parker
PhD student, University of Otago, Dunedin,

Being a part of the ANZALS 2017 conference
in Hobart leaves me with great appreciation
and feelings of inclusion, encouragement
and excitement in attending the next
conference in 2019. The PhD workshop
allowed me to connect with senior and
early career academics, along with other
PhD students in a collaborative and
supportive environment. I had the
opportunity to engage with workshop
leaders in a meaningful way, regarding
academic writing for publication. General
and more specific advice was offered, such
as suggesting practical frameworks to
provide writing guidance aimed at
successful publication; discipline focused
advice regarding journals to aim for; and
realistic expectations of progressing after
submission rejection. Such guidance
through what can be a complex career stage
to navigate, allowed me to understand that
seeking information through these kinds of
workshops can alleviate confusion while
also building your network base. I leave the
PhD workshop and the ANZALS 2017
conference in Hobart, feeling welcomed,
supported and confident to continue to
pursue my academic interests. I really do
look forward to attending the next ANZALS
conference and reconnecting with new
friends. Thank you ANZALS for being
consistently supportive, keep it up!
Kirsten Stevens
Research Assistant and Tutor, School of
Health Sciences, University of South
Australia‘

Other Leisure Experiences’
Session Report

Dr. Trudie Walters receives the Elery
Hamilton-Smith ECR best paper prize.
It was a pleasure to chair the ‘Other Leisure
Experiences’ theme on Thursday 7
December, as we had three very different
and yet related presentations from New
Zealand delegates. Stephen Parker
(University of Otago) is examining the
‘magic space’ of leisure through his
exploration of rural males’ experiences of
yoga in New Zealand. His use of evocative
autoethnography and narrative inquiry
made for thick, rich and nuanced vignettes
that illustrated how rural male yoga
practitioners challenge hegemonic notions
of masculinity. Roslyn Kerr (Lincoln
University) then presented a theoretical
conceptualisation of movement capital. In
an engaging presentation, she questioned
how society perceives and values
movement, and what constitutes ‘good’
movement. She argued that talent
identification tests only really quantify
movements that are desirable, and that
only certain types of movement are
rewarded; flexibility, for example, is seen in
female sports and is not valued. In the final
presentation, Nick Towner (Auckland
Institute of Studies) spoke about localism in
surfing destinations. Place-protective
behaviour by local surfers often results in
aggressive verbal and even physical abuse
of newcomers, and he linked this to two
notions of masculinity – machismo and
caballerismo. However, he also noted that
local surfers occasionally share their
knowledge of the local surf break which
may help prevent new surfers from getting
hurt. The audience responded with
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insightful comments and searching
questions, and theoretical links were able to
be made between all three presentations.
Dr. Trudie Walters
Department of Tourism, University of
Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand

My research emphasised the importance of
sport event volunteerism and it definitely
fitted into the ANZALS conference that
reflected a theme as “Leisure for social
change”.
I would like to pursue my research with the
aim of applying my knowledge related to
sport event volunteerism. Therefore,
attending the ANZALS postgraduate
research workshop and conference
provided me an opportunity to
meet
academics and
fellow students in
this area and this
chance greatly
improved my
research skills.
Also, I could build
new relationships
and networks.
Such
opportunities will
contribute in
some way to the advancement of this field
that I would like to study.
I was really happy to see academics and
fellow students at the conference and
enjoyed the conference. It was my first time
to attend the ANZALS conference and it was
good to meet key people who shared
similar interests. See you next time!
Eunjung Kim
Griffith University

Conference Reflection: Does the
shoe fit?
Our leisure is complicated. The leisure
studies field strikes me as somewhat
amorphous, difficult to grasp. It's a meeting
point for many disciplines, which in some
ways erodes the Leisure Studies identity,
yet also serves to strengthen it. The
conference was a way to get a handle on it,
meet the people, get a proper feel for the
discipline. The scholarship was a wonderful
gift. I am in month seven of my PhD, with
little budget for conferences. My research
question is still forming out of a topic
exploring the slow fashion movement, a
response to the manic consumption and
gross damage of fast fashion. The case
study I have been looking at is the

recommissioning of a woollen mill and
establishment of a small business, Paddock
to Ply: it's proprietor is on a mission to
provide locally manufactured textiles,
inspired by slow fashion and the Fibershed
movement. So where did the conference
take me?
Firstly, I have never felt so welcomed at a
conference, and I have been to many.
Everyone, not just the organisers helped
that sense of belonging. That warmth
doesn't happen by accident, it is cultivated
through a group of people wanting to make
it so. The PhD day was an excellent entree
as were the informal drinks and dinner
afterwards, well done Katie McDonald. It
made a huge difference to feeling
comfortable at the conference. The papers
were diverse, yet a standout for me though
was the local indigenous presentations that
bookended my conference
experience. I marvel at their
rich aboriginal culture
through a sense of shame as
an invader. It was so
important to gain first hand
awareness of the impact of
Australia Day and the raft of
insensitive government
policies. Things could easily
be so different, yet I fear they
won't. Great to see these
powerful women, Janice Ross and Jen
Evens clearly make their case, and draw us
in to their struggle. Likewise, the keynotes
drawing attention to the marginalisation of
disability (Prof. SImon Darcy),
Impersonalisation of health policy (Prof.
Tess Kay) and the rampant capitalism
exploiting every one of us (Prof. CAn Seng
Ooi).
So, does the leisure shoe fit my work? Well I
got to dance at the ball, and made it home
before midnight in one piece. There are
many leisure connections to my topic: the
crossover from hobby to small business by
my mill owner, the leisure aspect of fashion
shopping - even if tainted by consumerism,
a social movement in 'slow', people
changing their lifestyles so their fashion
choices are kinder to the wellbeing of
people, animals and the environment. At
the conference, I mostly followed the
tourism stream, drawn by their strong
business focus. I had already identified the
social entrepreneurism of the mill owner,
and yet I got the sense that it did not fit the
leisure model as say, that of a business
enabling the leisure of tourism or events.
However, I feel there is an important leisure
aspect in my work, and it brings me back to
the theme of social change that drew me to
submit an abstract. Our leisure is being
hijacked through consumerism, and our

6
physical and social lives will be further
depleted if we let it persist. We do need to
seek the joy in beauty and satisfaction
through having less, needing less, and seek
the wellbeing of all the inhabitants of this
tiny planet, our only home: we need to
learn to be kinder roommates, valuing ours
and each other's leisure. I personally have a
long way to go, but I'm working on it.
My humble thanks to the committee for the
opportunity to attend this conference, and
to everyone that made me feel so welcome,
from the young students to the 'old-guards'
who are perhaps not so old! All the best
with your continuing research.
Janis Hanley B. Commerce, GC Policy
Analysis, M. Arts and Media (Honours)

Conference Student Paper
Award

Kate McDonald receives 2017
ANZALS Conference Student Paper
Award from Ruth Jeanes, ANZALS Katie
McDonald has been awarded the Student
Paper Award for her paper titled, Planning
aquatic and recreation centres in
Melbourne: A case study analysis. Katie was
the lead author for the paper and her coauthors were John Tower, Bob Stewart and
Clare Hanlon. Assistance with the
preparation of the extended paper abstract
was also provided by Grant O’Sullivan.
The Award recognizes the best extended
abstract from a student who was presenting
their work at the conference. The criteria
for the award were:
the paper's contribution to the field of
leisure studies; soundness of the author's
theoretical foundation; knowledge of
relevant literature; strength of the
argument or methodology and data analysis
employed; the strength of discussion and
conclusion; and finally, the clarity of writing
and organisation of the abstract.
The students’ submissions were blind
reviewed by two referees. The Award
judges have said, “Katie’s paper was head
and shoulders above the other
submissions” and “she did really well.”
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VU staff and students at ANZALS
Conference

Tom presented a paper titled, Development
and validation of a scale to measure social
capital in sport and recreation clubs.

John Tower, Tom Forsell, Katie McDonald
and Michael Butson were very involved in
the recent ANZALS Conference in Hobart.

Michael presented information from his
current Masters Thesis titled ‘An analysis of
lifeguard recruitment processes in Victorian
Aquatic and Recreation Centres (ARC’s)’.
Michael’s co-authors were John Tower and
Eric Schwartz.
Katie’s paper drew on information from her
PhD research – the paper, Planning aquatic
and recreation centres in Melbourne: A
case study analysis, won the ANZALS
Student Paper Award. Katie’s co-authors
were John Tower, Bob Stewart and Clare
Hanlon. Grant O’Sullivan also provided
advice and assistance for Katie’s paper.

John Tower, Tom Forsell and Katie
McDonald at the 2017 ANZALS
Conference

John Tower was particularly busy at the
conference. He presented the ANZALS
President’s welcome for the conference
Opening, chaired over a day’s set of
presentations for the Leisure Management
stream; and presented some of the work
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from his 2015 SSP exploring evidence based
decision making at Aquatic and Recreation
Centres. John’s paper, ‘Australian aquatic
and recreation centres’ evidence based
decision making’ was co-authored with
Katie McDonald. John said he was
particularly pleased with the level of
participation in the Leisure Management
stream of the conference. The specialized
stream attracted papers from delegates
from Denmark, USA and China as well as a
range of papers from colleagues from
Australia. John received an ANZALS Award
at the Conference Dinner in recognition of
his outstanding contribution to the ANZALS
Board of Management.
John has retired from the ANZALS Board but
will remain active with ANZALS activities via
a role as the Convenor of the ANZALS
Special Interest Group in Leisure
Management.
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The REF, Higher Education and Research on
Leisure in the UK
by John Horne (jdhorne@uclan.ac.uk)

Accounting for the REF
To enter into a discussion of higher
education in the UK in the 2010s is to enter
a world of TLAs (three letter acronyms).
Alongside the REF (which stands for
Research Excellence Framework) are the
TEF (Teaching Excellence [and Student
Outcomes] Framework) and most recently
KEF (Knowledge Exchange Framework) http://wonkhe.com/blogs/a-newframework-is-born-meet-kef/.
Audits of educational performance are not
unusual anymore almost everywhere.
Research quality assessments have been
carried out in the UK roughly every 6-7
years since the early 1990s. In 1986 and
then in 1989 a ‘research selectivity exercise’
had been conducted but it was not until
1992 that the first Research Assessment
Exercise (RAE) was conducted with the
degree of comprehensiveness and
seriousness that each subsequent version
has retained to the present day.
The basis for the assessment of research in
the UK, currently taking shape as REF 2021,
and conducted on behalf of the four
funding councils for higher education
research in the devolved United Kingdom,
has at root an ABC. The REF is about:
accountability (where did the money for
research handed out last time (in REF 2014)
get spent? benchmarking (how do different
institutions perform across different
subjects researched at university?); and
future cash (where should the next round of
‘QR’ money (‘quality-related’ or ‘qualityweighted research’ funding) be distributed
next time?
The arguments for some kind of research
quality assessment have been widely
accepted, although they are not without
their critics. These include the cost, the
impact on staff, and the use of research
audits by the management of higher
education institutions in ways not intended
by the funding councils (see for example
https://www.theguardian.com/highereducation-network/2014/dec/15/researchexcellence-framework-five-reasons-not-fitfor-purpose;
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/ne

ws/ref-sceptic-lead-review-researchassessment ).
These arguments are not considered in this
article as it sets out primarily to describe
what has been going on in recent years and
highlight some of the specific implications
for leisure research.

Getting leisure on board
After RAEs in 1996, 2001 and 2008, in which
leisure was not explicitly mentioned as a
Unit of Assessment (UoA) and was likely to
have been assessed in the UoA covering
either ‘Sport-Related Studies’ or ‘Business
and Management’, the first REF in 2014 had
a UoA that specifically named leisure (and
tourism) as fields of research. This
was partly as a result of a
response to consultation
circulated by the Higher
Education Funding Council for
England (HEFCE) on behalf of
the funding councils that
Professor Cara Aitchison and
myself submitted for the
Leisure Studies Association
(LSA) in 2009.
In particular we had serious
concerns about the proposed
reconfiguration of subject assessment
panels, which had been made with no
specific consultation with the sports-related
studies research community or nominating
bodies. The proposal was to represent sport
only through the identification of ‘sports
science’ under Main Panel A (Medical,
Psychological and Veterinary Sciences)
subjects. We argued that this represented a
return to an out-dated and previously
rejected panel configuration of RAE 1992,
that potentially could lead to the break-up
of the area of sports-related studies and
research groups within the field. It failed to
acknowledge several developments: the
breadth of research in sports-related
studies in UK universities which extended
well beyond the pre-clinical and medical
research informed by the natural science
underpinnings of sports science; the range
of the social science research then (and
now) being undertaken in sports-related
studies and which would not be readily
accommodated within the UoA for Business
and Management (as the consultation

document proposed); the extent of the
impact of research in sports-related studies,
which reaches well beyond the medical and
into economic, social, cultural and
environmental arenas; the potential
fragmentation of an area of research that
was (and is) a world leader and the
potential dissolution of collaborations
between different aspects of sports-related
studies, including inter-disciplinary research
between the natural and social sciences;
the continuation of the failure to develop a
strategic approach to the assessment of
tourism within the RAE/REF; and the impact
on university organisational structures,
research leadership and research cultures
through the break-up of areas that have
come to be organised together.
Through the LSA we urged the funding
councils to reconsider the
proposal to separate natural and
social science in sports-related
studies, build on the
developments seen in RAE 2008
by consolidating a Unit of
Assessment around sport, leisure
and tourism, and recommended
that a UoA in ‘Sport, Leisure and
Tourism’ be designated within Main
Panel C (Social Sciences).
We argued that this would be
consistent with other fields of study that
spanned both the social and natural
sciences and the humanities and the social
sciences that appear in Main Panel C.
Further we noted that the field of sport,
leisure and tourism studies was growing
rapidly within UK universities and if the
increasing number of early career
researchers, combined with some of those
sport, leisure and tourism researchers who
submitted to other UoAs in RAE 2008
submitted to a combined sport, leisure and
tourism panel it was likely that the number
of submitted individuals would increase
significantly and to a level well in excess of
some of the other proposed REF UoAs. This
is indeed what happened in REF 2014 as
eventually UoA 26 acquired the name: Sport
and Exercise Sciences, Leisure and Tourism.
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REF 2014 and Leisure Research
Comprising 11 Units of Assessment (UoA) or
sub-panels, REF 2014 Main Panel C covered
a diverse range of disciplines and research
areas conventionally regarded as the
domain of the social sciences. It included
sub-panels such as Sport and Exercise
Sciences, Leisure and Tourism (UoA 26)
whose disciplinary reach stretched from
anthropology and sociology through to
biomechanics and medicine. This was
reflected in the wide range of theoretical
and empirical methodologies that were
found in the work submitted to sub-panels.
It encompassed both qualitative and
quantitative social science, scientific
methodologies used in the biological and
physical sciences, along with scholarly
approaches associated with the humanities.
(HEFCE 2015, p. 2)
What marked REF 2014 out significantly
from previous research quality assessment
exercises was the introduction of impact
beyond academia into the assessment
criteria: worth 20% of the overall total score
(with outputs worth 65% and research
environment 15%). To support and provide
evidence for impact along with a statement
about the units approach to impact, ‘impact
case studies’ were required – the number of
such studies depending on the size of the
submission (FTE or ‘full time equivalent’
number of staff) being entered for each unit
of assessment.
At the UoA level in REF 2014, most UoAs
saw either a reduced number of staff
submitted, or a modest increase. The
exception was UoA 26, which the HEFCE
report noted ‘is clearly a growing discipline’.
Source: adapted from HEFCE 2015, pp. 3-4

844
537

2,759
2,015

Impact Case
Studies

+58%

Outputs

Submissions
51
39*

All Staff

REF2014/
RAE2008
2014
2008

128
-

* UoA 46: ‘Sport-Related Studies’ in
RAE2008
With respect to leisure, whilst the sub-panel
noted that ‘…social science research in
sport and leisure was reaching wider
academic audiences through its publication
in single disciplinary journals in geography
and sociology’ (HEFCE 2015, p. 117), it was
also clear in 2014 that the trend noted in
the RAE 2008 for the decline of specifically
leisure-related research in the UK was

continuing. Speaking at the Annual
Conference of the Leisure Studies
Association (LSA) in July 2015, Professor
Cara Aitchison, who had acted as chair of
the sub-panel, stated that of the 2,759
outputs submitted to UoA 26 in REF 2014
only 63 had ‘leisure’ in their title or were in
journals bearing that word. Within these
there were only 4 monographs and 2 book
chapters with leisure in the title and the
other 57 outputs on leisure were journal
articles. Of the 128 impact case studies
submitted only 1 contained the word
leisure. Professor Aitchison asked the
audience if this was evidence of research
into leisure really being in decline, hidden
or was it being submitted elsewhere? No
definitive answer emerged from the
discussion, although it is interesting that
despite obtaining a specific reference in the
UoA title for the first time so little specific
research into leisure was forthcoming. It
would be difficult to suggest that this in
itself was a result of the REF since a similar
observation about the apparent decline of
leisure specific research had been made by
the chair of the ‘sports-related’ panel after
the last RAE in 2008.

Towards REF 2021
After several rounds of consultation and a
report from a committee chaired by Lord
Stern (BEIS 2016), the next version of the
REF is taking final shape
(https://www.timeshighereducation.com/n
ews/ref-2021-what-are-rules-and-how-willthey-work ). There will be another REF with
assessment taking place in 2021. It will
again primarily involve peer review, with
additional consideration of the role of
bibliometric information in guiding
assessment, but will also include increased
weighting of research impact ‘beyond
academia’, from 20% to 25% of the total
score (with research outputs reduced to
60% and environment remaining the same
as in REF 2014 at 15%). The funding councils
released further information about the
shape of the next REF on Tuesday 21
November 2017:
http://www.hefce.ac.uk/news/newsarchive
/2017/Name,116247,en.html
The main headlines were that:
1. Universities must either
submit 100% academic staff with
‘significant responsibility’ for research
(as recommended by the Stern
committee report) or an expanded Code
of Practice (COP) which includes
an explanation for the processes
involved in establishing the difference
between total staff (i.e. 100% FTE of all
academics on payroll) and submitted
staff (i.e. the submitted % FTE of
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independent researchers with
‘significant responsibility’ for research,
i.e. people on research, research and
teaching, etc., contracts). The burden of
creating the expanded COP as predicted
will fall on the post-1992, less research
intensive, universities or former
Polytechnics.
2. Small UoAs (i.e. FTE less than 5) may
be excused from the REF.
3. Work from people who have left,
retired or died during the census period
for REF 2021 (1 Jan 2014 and 31 July
2020) may be included in submissions.
4. Institutions will be able to submit
outputs of staff that leave during the
census period as well as those that
arrive. That is, as a transitional
arrangement, people leaving one
university for another may have the
same outputs counted at both their
university of 'origin' and that of
'destination'. The distinction will be
where an output is 'first made publicly
available'.
5. The number of outputs required for
each UoA submitting will be determined
by the FTE x an average (i.e. a
multiplier) of 2.5 (e.g. 20 FTE = 50
outputs; 30 FTE = 75 outputs; etc.).
6. The maximum number of outputs per
individual staff member allowed to be
submitted is 5, the minimum is 1.
However, there may be special
circumstances that reduce this (so
e.g. someone might be counted in FTE
terms but not have an
output submitted).
7. Co-authors may appear on other
outputs in a submission as well as
having 5 outputs as the named
lead author.
8. The minimum number of impact case
studies will be 2 (1 + 1 for every 15 FTE)
per submission.
9. After that the steps are 1 impact case
study for every additional 15 FTE (e.g.
30 FTE submission requires 3 impact
case studies; 45 FTE = 4 ics; 60 FTE = 4
ics; and so on).
It was also announced that by summer 2018
draft 'Guidance on Submissions' and
'Consultation on Panel Criteria and Working
Methods' would be released.
Whether and how these new rules of the
REF game will impact on the submission of
specifically leisure research is yet to be
seen.

Concluding Thoughts
I was appointed to UoA 26 in the REF 2014
as subject expert in the social sciences of
sport and leisure. Shortly after it was
announced I received three types of emails:
most positive were the “congratulations, it’s
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(some of) the field” pragmatists; then there
was, “well done, you’ve joined the thought
police” from people more critical of the
whole process; and thirdly, “bang goes your
research”, a sentiment which I readily
began to appreciate as the assessment
phase (from January – October 2014) got
seriously underway. I don’t know yet if I will
be involved in the UoA (now renumbered
24) for Sport and Exercise Sciences, Leisure
and Tourism in REF 2021. I do know now
though that each one of these three
responses has some merit.
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New
Publication
The fourth edition of Tony Veal’s Leisure,
Sport and Tourism, Politics, Policy and
Planning has recently been published. In
addition to general updating of sources,
innovations/additions include:
•
sections on theocracy, libertarianism
and populism in the chapter on
ideologies;
•
a discussion of ‘generations’ in the
chapter on planning for different
groups;
•
enhanced chapter on human rights and
citizenship rights;
•
separate chapters on 1. strategic
planning, and 2. evaluation of
leisure/sport/tourism planning
approaches;
•
two separate chapters on
facility/service audit, concerning 1.
capacity, and 2. facility use and
measurement;
•
a new chapter on issues and current
and future challenges, including such
topics as: disruptive technology;
climate change; inequality; terrorism;
the internet and social media; and
populism;
•
a full set of 400 PowerPoint slides on
the publisher’s website, including all
diagrams, tables, dot-point lists from
the book, at:
www.cabi.org/openresources/48040
A.J. Veal (2017) Leisure, Sport and Tourism,
th
Politics, Policy and Planning, 4 Edn.
Wallingford, UK: CABI, pp. 421, ISBN
9781780648040.
www.cabi.org/bookshop/book/9781780648
033
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Serious Leisure Debate
Readers may have seen Tony Veal’s recent
critique of the serious leisure perspective in
Leisure Sciences. This questions the validity
of the SLP as both theory and classification
system. Bob Stebbins has challenged this
critique in a paper posted on the
ResearchGate website and Tony Veal has
posted a response to the challenge. Details
are as follows:
Veal, A.J. (2016). The serious leisure
perspective and the experience of leisure.
Leisure Sciences, 39(3), 205-223.
Stebbins, R.A. (2016). The serious leisure
perspective or the leisure experience
perspective? A rejoinder to Veal. At:
www.researchgate.net/publication/307857
914.
Veal, A.J. (2017) The leisure experience and
the serious leisure perspective: A response
to Robert Stebbins. At:
www.researchgate.net/publication/317740
871.
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News from our Patrons
recreation studies. ACTReNet especially
supports mid- and early-career researchers
(including PhD students) in Australia and
China in their research career development.
For more information about ACTReNet,
please visit the following web link.

Research Activities

Publications this year include:
Young, T., Sibson, R., Maguire, A. (2017).
Educating managers for equity and social
justice: Integrating Indigenous knowledges
and perspectives in Australian sport,
recreation and event management
curricula. Journal of Hospitality, Leisure,
Sports and Tourism Education, 21(Part B),
135-143.
DOI: 10.1016/j.jhlste.2017.08.005.
Tower, J., McGrath, R., Sibson, R., et al.
(Accepted, published online 5 July 2017).
State of Leisure Studies in Australia and
New Zealand. World Leisure Journal.
DOI: 10.1080/16078055.2017.1343326

Professor Ross Dowling giving his
keynote at the UNESCO World Heritage
Conference.
Highlights from the program team in 2017
include:
Professor Ross Dowling OAM gave a
Keynote Address at the UNESCO World
Heritage Conference held from 10 - 14
September 2017 on Jeju Island, South
Korea. His talk focused on ‘Engaging Youth
in the Conservation and Sustainability of
Protected Areas’. In addition, he and several
ECU tourism students participated in the
Celebrating our Parks Conference hosted by
Her Excellency the Honorable Kerry
Sanderson AC, Governor of Western
Australia at Government House.
Professor Sam Huang, together with
Associate Professor Ganghua Chen from
Sun Yat-sen University in China and
Associate Professor Maoying Wu from
Zhejiang University in China, co-founded the
Australia-China Tourism Research Network
(ACTReNet). ACTReNet is a virtual
international research collaboration
platform which brings together researchers
in tourism, hospitality, events, leisure and
recreation management across Australia
and China to collaborate and produce high
quality and impactful research
outcomes. ACTReNet promotes sustaining,
ethical and quality research collaborations
between Australian and Chinese
researchers in the multidisciplinary areas of
tourism, hospitality, events, leisure and

Her Excellency the Honourable Kerry
Sanderson AC, Governor of Western
Australia, with ECU tourism students
Kerran Olson, Melissa West, Stephanie
Alosi, Isabella Jones & Kourosh Esfandiar.
Associate Professor Sean Kim is co-editor
(with Prof Stijn Reijnders - Erasmus
University Rotterdam, Netherlands) of a
new book Film Tourism in Asia: Evolution,
Transformation, and Trajectory. This
Springer book is the first in the Perspectives
on Asian Tourism series, edited by Paolo
Mura and Sean Kim, with five more new
titles scheduled for publication in 2018. It
provides an in-depth examination of the
breadth and scope of the film tourism
phenomenon in Asia and offers a
counterpoint to existing, predominantly
Western-centric, film tourism studies. The
book also highlights tourism issues
associated with the emerging middle class
in South East Asia, and covers case studies
from around the pan-Asian region, including
China, Taiwan, India, Japan, South Korea,
Thailand, Hong Kong, Indonesia, and
Singapore. By focusing emphatically on film
tourism in the non West, this book offers a
timely and crucial contribution to a more
comprehensive understanding of the
relation between film, culture and place,
particularly in light of the increased volume
of media production and consumption
across Asia, and the consequent film
tourism destinations that are currently
popping up across the Asian continent.
Dr. Ruth Sibson continues to work on a
range of research which focuses on
leisure/sport and physical activity and
business education.

Sibson, R., Scherrer, P. & Ryan, M.
(Accepted, published online 14 February
2017). ‘I think it adds value, but I don’t use
it’: Use, Perceptions and Attitudes of
Outdoor Exercise Equipment in an Urban,
Public Park. Annals of Leisure Research.
DOI: 10.1080/11745398.2017.1290535
Dr. Ruth Sibson,
Senior Lecturer
School of Business and Law,
Edith Cowen University
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Research and Publications
As ever, it’s been a busy year of research
and publications in the Department of
Tourism at the University of Otago. We
continue to host a vibrant population of
research (aka PhD) students from around
the world looking at a diverse array of
topics (see
http://www.otago.ac.nz/tourism/research/
current-phd/index.html). At any one time,
we have about 25 PhD students in the
Department but are always on the lookout
for more students who are keen to stretch
themselves and the field of leisure
(incorporating tourism, events, recreation,
and hospitality). So if you, or anyone you
know, is interested in pursuing a PhD have a
look at
http://www.otago.ac.nz/tourism/study/pos
tgraduate/otago064154.html.
Several of our PhD students have graduated
recently and headed off to pastures new.
Congratulations go, in particular, to Kevin
Bingham (Unpacking Heterotopic Social
Space: An Ethnography of Urban
Exploration), with his examiners all noting
his thesis as being ‘exceptional’. Others to
complete their PhDs recently include
Sandeep Basnyat, Xiao (Leo) Hu, Maureen
Ogechi Ukaegbu, and Fernando Oyarzun.
On the publications front, the books written
and edited by our staff published in 2017,
and due for publication in 2018 are noted
below:
Published in 2017
Albrecht, J. N. (ed.). Visitor Management in
Tourism Destinations. Wallingford, UK:
CABI.
Carr, A., Ruhanen, L., Whitford, M. & Lane,
B. (eds). Sustainable Tourism and
Indigenous Peoples. Routledge.
Whitford, M., Ruhanen, A. & Carr, A. (eds).
(2017). Indigenous Tourism, Australia and
New Zealand. Goodfellow’s.
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Due for publication in 2018
Carr, N. & Broom, D. Animal Welfare and
Tourism. Wallingford, UK: CABI.
Carr, N. & Young, J. (eds). Wild animals and
leisure: Rights and welfare. London:
Routledge.
Young, J. & Carr, N. (eds). Domestic animals,
humans, and leisure: Rights, welfare, and
wellbeing. London: Routledge.
Higham, J.E.S. & Hinch, T.D. Sport Tourism
rd
Development (3 Edition). Bristol: Channel
View Publications.
Hinch, T.D., Higham, J.E.S. & Moyle, B.D.
Sport and sustainable tourism destinations.
London: Routledge.

th

Sport Sport, Recreation, Event, Tourism & Hospitality Management Progr

News from Lincoln University,
December 2017
nd

On Thursday 22 July, Lincoln University
hosted the 18th annual State of the
Nation's Environment address - this year
presented by Sir Peter Gluckman, Chief
Science Advisor to the Prime Minister. In
order to emphasise his overarching
argument that we need mature
conversations between the science
community, the policy community and the
public about the environment, Sir Peter
ventured forth most eloquently without
Powerpoint which he described as a
distraction from conversation (a remark
greeted with mild applause). Among other
things he addressed the dilemma of the
impact of our advantageous agricultural
economy on the environment; emphasised
the need to remove the artificial separation
implicit in terms such as 'natural' and
'social' science; stressed the importance of
long term planning for the environment
which has been rather absent in New
Zealand due to the short term electoral
cycle and the tendency of politicians to
react to even shorter cycles of social media,
and reminded us of the tricky distinctions
between evidence-based and evidenceinformed policy making.

On Wednesday 11 October, Lincoln
th
University held their 6 Annual Sport and
Recreation Forum. An audience of 60 sector
members, staff and students were treated
to some fantastic presentations. The Forum
kicked off with the dramatic story of the
Christchurch Adventure Park as told by
Anne Newman, before moving to Sport
Canterbury's workforce strategy as
discussed by Bruce Morton and Jon Derry,
then concluded with two 3rd year Lincoln
students, Ellen Nicol and Katelyn Moore,
who spoke on mixed-sex sport and rugby
attrition respectively.
nd
On Wednesday 22 November, Lincoln
University hosted a visit from the director
and key staff of the decidedly influential
China Tourism Academy – the leading
tourism-focused research institution in
China with direct links to the Chinese
government tourism administration. They
were treated to eloquent and informative
presentations from David Simmons, Jo
Fountain and Woody Lee interspersed with
very productive discussion about research
opportunities.
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School of Science and Health,
Western Sydney University
The School of Science and Health hosts
various courses that are significantly
relevant to the leisure studies field, in
particular within its Health Science
(Therapeutic Recreation) and Health &
Physical Education programs. Staff within
these programs are always busy conducting
research that seeks to further develop
knowledge in the leisure studies field.
Nicole Peel is finalising research on
exploring the perspectives of adolescents in
foster care and their leisure, particularly
focusing on the discharge process from outof-home care to adulthood that abruptly
occurs on turning 18 years of age. The other
project Nicole is working on is examining
the perceptions about the Australian
Therapeutic Recreation profession, the
views of staff currently working in the
Therapeutic Recreation profession, and how
they believe they are viewed by the broader
health profession community.
Dr. Andrew Bennie conducts research on
sports coaching with a particular emphasis
on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
coaching experiences. Following interviews
with 28 Aboriginal Australian coaches, Dr.

Bennie co-authored two papers with Dr.
Apoifis and Dr. Marlin, and Dr. Caron. The
first (“Noble athlete, savage coach: how
racialized representations of Aboriginal
athletes impede professional sport coaching
opportunities for Aboriginal Australians”)
argued how racialised representations of
Aboriginal athletes as ‘naturally suited’ to
the physical demands of sport, rather than
positions of leadership and ‘intellect’,
maintained an environment that limits
opportunities for Aboriginal Australians
seeking to move into sporting leadership
roles, such as coaching. The second paper
(“Cultural connections and cultural ceilings:
exploring the experiences of Aboriginal
Australian high-performance and
community sport coaches”) aimed to give
agency and voice to Aboriginal peoples,
long-neglected in academic sports
scholarship, while providing insights for
coaches, athletes, academics, policy-makers
and sporting organisations interested in
enhancing opportunities and developing
pathways for Aboriginal people in sport
coaching roles.
Dr. Arianne Reis continues to investigate
the sport and physical activity participation
legacies of the Olympic Games and has
recently published, with colleagues from
UTS, CQU, and Leeds Metropolitan, a paper
examining the changes and development of
sport legacy planning and implementation
from Sydney 2000, London 2012 and Rio

13
2016. As part of this larger program of
research, Arianne, with colleagues from
Brazil and Switzerland, has been examining
the recreational resources available to low
income communities living on the fringes of
the Rio 2016 Olympic Park and whether the
Olympic Games had a positive impact on
the availability and quality of these
resources and spaces. Unfortunately,
results were not promising, further adding
to the call for better scrutiny and
accountability of legacy planning and
delivery documents submitted as part of
Olympic bids.
Dr. Emma George has a background in
physical activity and health promotion, with
her research aiming to promote lifelong
physical activity and improve health
outcomes. Emma is currently working with
the Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs and the
South-Western Sydney Primary Health
Network to develop evidence-based
community engagement initiatives to
address health priorities in South-Western
Sydney. In 2018, the research team will
launch an innovative, holistic men’s health
program, empowering men with the skills
and knowledge to make positive decisions
around their health and lifestyle
behaviours.
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News from our Partners

World Leisure Awards
Thomas and Ruth Rivers International
Scholarship Open Call for Applications
What is it?
The Thomas and Ruth Rivers International
Scholarship Award provides the scholarship
recipients the opportunity to attend and
participate in an international congress. The
recipients are provided a world-wide forum
for the presentation of a scholarly paper.
This Scholarship was established in 1970
and is awarded biennially in conjunction
with the World Leisure Congress. Funding
for the scholarship is provided by World
Leisure Organization, sponsorships, and
individual contributions.
Who can apply?
Final year graduate and undergraduate
students in Recreation, Leisure Studies,
Leisure Services, Leisure Resources and
Tourism Studies.
Scholarship
Each scholarship recipient is awarded a
scholarship of USD1,000 to cover the costs
associated with attending the 15th World
Leisure Congress to be held in Sao Paulo,
Brazil, from 28 August to 1 September 2018.
The recipients will also receive free
registration to the Congress
Application Requirements
Application requirements and process on
how to apply, together with official
documentation can be found here: 2018
Thomas and Ruth Rivers International
Scholarship Award
Deadline for Application submission is
March 1, 2018
For further detailed information about the
Thomas and Ruth Rivers International
Scholarship Award send an email
to: secretariat@worldleisure

The LSA has a number of new Executive
Committee members.
You may have noticed that the call for
abstracts has gone out for the 2018 LSA
conference, to be hosted by the
University of Bath. Abstracts are now being
accepted for the 2018
conference "Mobilising Change: Creative
and Critical Leisure Practices in the PostDisciplinary Era”. The deadline for abstracts
is 1st February, 2018. The annual LSA
conference is not to be missed and this year
what could be more pleasant that to ‘take
in the waters’ and rejuvenate with a trip to
the historic town of Bath. We hope ANZALS
members will continue to support LSA
conferences, as they have in the past.
We have launched a new monthly feature
‘Exec Top Picks’. Each month an LSA Exec
member will choose their top 3 papers
published in the journal Leisure Studies. In
partnership with Leisure Studies and Taylor
and Francis, we have made the articles
open access for one month. We hope this
initiative will encourage debate and
discussion!
The call for papers has also gone out for
the LSA supported Recording Leisure Lives
conference: ‘Cultures, Communities and
Class in 20th Century Britain’ taking place
on 27th March 2018. This is the tenth
anniversary one day conference at the
University of Bolton, presented by the
University of Bolton and University Centre
at Blackburn College.
LSA Research and Enterprise Fund is
still open for applications. This is open to
LSA members only, but ANZALS members
are encouraged to join LSA.
You can follow us on Twitter or keep an eye
on www.leisurestudies.org for more
updates.
If you would like to contact LSA, please
email info@leisurestudies.org
Thomas Fletcher, Chair.

The Academy of Leisure Sciences will be
hosting its second annual Conference on
Research and Teaching February 20-23 in
Indianapolis, Indiana with two opportunities
for pre-conference workshops prior to the
opening keynote. For conference schedule
and registration information, please visit:
https://www.theacademyofleisuresciences.
org/
Be on the lookout for updates to the
website with more information on
streamed and recorded sessions as we work
to engage our international partners.

LARASA are pleased to announce two
events open to international leisure and
tourism students/practitioners and
academics.
The first event will be a qualitative research
seminar (8 to 11 April) and a writers
workshop (12 - 14 April) in Durban. Prof
Corey Johnson from University of Waterloo
will be facilitating these events.
LARASA and ANZALS are currently exploring
the opportunity to offer aspects of these
events as webinars.
The second event for 2018 will be the
LARASA Congress. This event is scheduled to
be held from 8-11 October in Durban. A call
for papers will be announced shortly.
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The Sport Management Association of
Australia and New Zealand (SMAANZ)
recently held its annual conference on the
Gold Coast, hosted by Griffith University.
More than 140 delegates from 16 countries
attended the conference, which included a
total of 77 presentations, 12 enlightening
talks, and 3 workshops, in addition to a
range of social activities including a golf day
and a social bowls evening. In 2018, the
SMAANZ conference will be held in
Adelaide, hosted by The University of South
Australia from 21-23 November. We look
forward to welcoming new and returning
delegates to Adelaide for the 2018
conference – the closing dinner will be held
at the iconic Adelaide Oval.
In 2017, SMAANZ delivered two webinars
focusing on topics in areas of research and
teaching, as outlined below. SMAANZ
delivers two webinars annually.
Registrations are open to member and nonmembers alike and we would welcome you
to attend a webinar in 2018.

2017 Webinar topics:
· From Research to Teaching: Volunteer
Management in Sport and Events
· Critical Reflections on Sport-forDevelopment Research and Practice:
Looking Back and Looking Forward

SMAANZ is also proud to highlight the
achievements of its journal, Sport
Management Review (SMR), edited by
Professor George Cunningham. SMR has
received a 2-year impact factor of 2.128 and
a 5-year impact factor of 2.782. Both of
these are the highest in the field, and SMR
is the only sport management journal with
an IF over 2.0. We congratulate past and
present editors on this achievement.
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ANZALS Grants Program
The Australian and New Zealand Association
for Leisure Studies (ANZALS) is pleased to
announce a new program designed to
support members’ activities to further the
development of leisure studies in Australia
and New Zealand. The ANZALS Grant
Program (AGP) will provide up to $A4000
per project, and the purpose is to support
research, teaching or industry engagement
activities that align with ANZALS Purpose
and Objectives.
ANZALS Purpose and Objectives
The purpose of ANZALS is to promote the
further development of research and
scholarship in leisure studies. In
furtherance of this purpose, the objectives
of the Association that are relevant for the
AGP are:
To facilitate scholarly debate and exchange
of ideas and dissemination of knowledge in
the study of leisure through the conduct of
scholarly meetings, conferences and other
activities.
To promote the publication of scholarly
work.
To foster and facilitate liaison,
communication and co-operation between
members and other interested parties.
To facilitate liaison with leisure studies and
other related associations.
To provide relevant comment, and advocate
more effective leisure policies and
programs to government, community and
commercial agencies as appropriate.
To promote high standards in curriculum
development and leisure studies education
in the tertiary education sector.
To promote the development of postgraduate courses in leisure studies.
What can be funded?
ANZALS members are invited to provide
proposals that are aligned with ANZALS
Purpose and Objectives. Examples of the
types of projects that may be funded
include:
• Short term research assistants to help
with research projects
• Data collection
• Workshops and symposia, especially
aligned with ANZALS SIGs.
• Leisure curriculum development
• Development of leisure learning
resources
• Collaborative projects with ANZALS
partners, NGOs and other relevant
organisations.

Advocacy and promotion projects that
raise the profile of leisure in public
policy
Projects are expected to be completed
within two years from notification of the
Grant; successful recipients will be expected
to write an explanation of their project for
inclusion in the ANZALS Magazine; and
present information about the project at an
ANZALS event.
•

What will NOT be supported
The AGP will not fund equipment or pay for
any costs associated with attendance at a
conference.
Application process
Written applications of up to four pages
(A4, 12-point font, 2.5cm margins) are
expected to explain:
•
The purpose of the project
•
Explanation of the project
•
Significance of the project
•
Alignment with ANZALS Purpose and
Goals
•
Detailed budget – maximum grant will
be $4000 and minimum will be $500
•
Timeline
•
Explanation of how the results of the
project will be disseminated (as
applicable)
•
Person responsible for the grant – the
person must be an ANZALS member
•
Brief CV of the person responsible for
the grant.
Please note the budget will form part of the
contract and applicants should expect to
spend the money in accordance with what
has been set out and should contact
ANZALS if spending patterns are expected
to vary. The AGP funding must be
acknowledged in all reports, presentations
and publications.

There will be two funding rounds per year.
Applications will close on 15 February 2018
and 15 August 2018, and the ANZALS Board
will review the applications in its first and
third quarter meetings. Applicants will be
notified of the outcome by 15 March and 15
September respectively. Successful
applicants will only be eligible to apply for
an ANZALS Grant every four years.
Assessment Criteria
Each proposal will be assessed according to
the following criteria:
Clarity of the proposal and project
Alignment with ANZALS Purpose and
Objectives
Contribution of the project to leisure
studies in Australia and New Zealand
Value of the funds’ contribution to the
project
Originality and creativity of the project
Further information
More information about the ANZALS Grant
Program is available from
president@anzals.org.au
Completed applications should be sent as
an attachment to: president@anzals.org.au
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Charter for Leisure
By John Tower
The review of the charter for leisure was
first introduced by Tony Veal at the 2015
ANZALS Conference and documented in
World Leisure Journal - Veal, A.J. (2015).
Human rights, leisure and leisure studies.
World Leisure Journal, 57(4), 249-272. The
World Leisure Congress also considered this
issue and the World Leisure Academy (WLA)
was asked to begin the review of the
Charter in 2016. Atara Sivan, WLA, and Tony
Veal are leading the review. A list of the
current task group is provided below.
Tony provided an update about the Charter
at the 2017 ANZALS Conference. The
session asked for an update about the
Charter to be distributed via the ANZALS
Magazine. The Charter is still under review
by the working group under the auspice of
the WLA. The next step will be an invitation
for national groups such as ANZALS, LSA,
TALS, CALS, etc. to provide comment about
the Charter.
The main focus for the Charter is to
incorporate a range of internationally
accepted principles and covenants to guide
an international statement about the
importance of leisure in public policy. Tony
has provided the following statements
about the Charter’s development:
1. Provision of contextual material,
including:
a. clearer links with the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and
associated international covenants,
including discussion and
interpretations;
b. reference to other UN treaties
associated with areas such as sport,
culture, women, children, disability,
ethnic minorities, labour;

2.

3.

4.

5.

c. reference to declarations by non-UN
organizations in fields such as sport,
culture, heritage, tourism, and play;
d. reference to relevant literature
sources on leisure-related rights and
rights generally;
e. reference to information and
guidance materials for national and
local policymakers, corporations,
teachers and students.
Inclusion of discussion of definitions and
scope of leisure and other relevant
concepts, such as culture, recreation
and play.
Consideration of the extent to which
the above matters should be addressed
in the Charter Introduction/Preamble or
other by other means, for example
website content.
Thorough editing of all eight articles,
including consideration of deletions
and/or additions.
Recognition of the need to ensure
global relevance.

The Charter working group is currently
nd
reviewing the 2 draft of the Charter and
will provide feedback by 1 January 2018.
After this feedback has been incorporated
rd
the 3 draft of the Charter will be
distributed for wider consultation. It should
be noted that Tony Veal agreed to seek
clarification about whether he could share
the current draft with ANZALS to begin the
consultation process sooner. The final
version of the Charter will be presented to
the World Leisure Organisation at its 2018
Board meeting in August / September 2018.
The 2017 ANZALS Conference Charter of
Leisure Workshop agreed that they wanted
to provide input to the next version of the
Charter. There were some issues that Tony
mentioned in his presentation that were
challenged but it was recognised that a

more detailed review of the document was
required before meaningful feedback could
be provided. It will be up to the ANZALS
Board to lead the response to the Charter
draft and to provide input to its
development.
At a personal level, I am quite excited by the
potential for the Charter to provide a
framework to re-awaken leisure principles
in public policy debates. I have recently said
in a book chapter for Leisure from
International Voices (Sivan & Henderson,
2017) that leisure in Australia has lost its
place in public policy debates. It is my hope
that an internationally recognised Charter
for Leisure with application in our local
context will provide a platform for leisure
associations such as ANZALS, PLA and NZRA
to raise their voices in a collective and
consistent manner.
Watch this space – there is more to come
about the Charter for Leisure.
The task group from the World Leisure
Academy and other interested members
includes:
Atara Sivan – Hong Kong
Tony Veal - Australia
Miklos Banhidi - Hungary
Derek Casey - UK
Geoffrey Godbey - USA
Arend Hardorff - Netherlands
Karla Henderson - USA
Bohdan Jung - Poland
Jeong Myung Gim – South Korea
Doug Kleiber - USA
Bob Stebbins - Canada
Lawal Marafa – Hong Kong
Cristina Ortega Nuere - Spain
Chris Rojek - UK
John Tower - Australia
Recardo Uvinha – Brazil
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Merry Christmas, happy holidays, safe travel, relax and recreate. See you in 2018.

http://anzals.org.au/

Contact us
http://anzals.org.au/contact-us
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