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And here we are celebrating the end of
another very busy and fulfilling year! As
the ANZALS News Editor, and editor of
the ANZALS Magazine, I was particularly
pleased this year with the launch of our
first Magazine. The response we got from
ANZALS members and other colleagues
was extremely positive and encouraging,
so we are keeping the format to further
consolidate the magazine as a useful
channel
of
infor mation
and
communication among the ANZALS
membership and the wider leisure studies
community. We had members reporting
on publishing and collaboration
opportunities that arose from the
circulation of the magazine to our
international leisure studies network,
which is exactly what we wish to do: to
facilitate communication and circulate
information among our peers. So in order
to celebrate our reach outside the
Australia-New Zealand region, in this
issue we invited Associate Professor
Ricardo Uvinha, from University of São
Paulo, Brazil, to tell us more about the
leisure studies experience in Latin
America. We hope you all enjoy this
journey to the other side of the globe!
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Call for Papers....................................................................48
The views expressed in this Magazine are not necessarily those of the
ANZALS Board. The Board reserves the right to publish material as it
sees appropriate in furtherance of the objectives of ANZALS.
Check the ANZALS website for all the latest about leisure studies in
Australia and New Zealand.

Have a wonderful summer and a safe
festive season with your loved ones.
Arianne C. Reis
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President’s Report
ANZALS had its Annual General
Meeting on Tuesday 25 November
at Victoria University’s City Campus. Thank you to those who attended and provided their proxy
for the AGM. ANZALS continues
to succeed because it delivers a
range of services that are relevant
to our members and promotes the
interests of our patrons and kindred organisations around the
world. Most of the details that I
want to share with you are discussed in more detail in the Magazine but I do want to share a few
updates about our operations.

Membership Survey
Mid-year we conducted another
ANZALS membership survey.
This information was used to inform the Board about what
ANZALS members expect from
our organisation. Although the response rate was low, the data provided useful insights about members’ attitudes and view of
ANZALS operations. The survey
results indicated that members expect us to continue to do what we
already have as our priorities such
as:


the Biennial Conference



Annals of Leisure Research



providing information to
members and the industry via
the e-News, Magazine, website and social media.
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The main reasons members value
their relationship with ANZALS
were the networking opportunities,
keeping in touch with current research and maintaining a sense of
community with colleagues in the
global leisure studies field. There was
some interest in the establishment of
Special Interest Groups (SIGs). The
insights from the Members survey
are being used to guide our developments for 2015.

ANZALS Magazine makes an
impact
Earlier this year I was at the World
Leisure Congress in the USA and
was pleasantly surprised by the number of people I met from around the
world who were familiar with the activities of ANZALS. Most were familiar with the ANZALS Magazine
and appreciated the breadth of news
that is shared by our association.
Congratulations to Arianne and everyone who contributes to the magazine.

Annals of Leisure Research
Neil Carr and his team of associate
editors produce an outstanding journal that publishes a variety of articles
that reflect the breadth of scholarly
research in the leisure field. The
Board continues to work with Neil
and the journal publisher (Taylor and
Francis) to promote the journal, its
authors and their publications. There
is potential to use social media to
promote the research published in
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the journal so watch that space as we move
forward. Members are encouraged to submit
articles for publication by Annals and to cite
articles from Annals whenever possible.

2015 ANZALS Conference
Richard McGrath and his team at University
of South Australia are in a position to deliver
a great biennial conference in Adelaide. The
conference planning is going well. ANZALS
members and leisure scholars from around
the world are looking forward to participating in the first ANZALS Conference to be
held in Adelaide. Plans are underway to continue with the Early Career Researcher
Award (introduced in 2013 to replace the
ANZALS Thesis Award) and the Student
Conference Paper Award. More information
about the awards will be distributed in 2015.

Future Challenges
There are a number of challenges for ANZALS.
The following items are some of the issues that we
may try to address as we move into 2015 and beyond.


ANZALS is the only professional organisation in the Australian / New Zealand sport,
tourism and leisure sphere that operates at a
totally volunteer level. We have no paid staff .
The Board decided in its November meeting
to explore our capacity to pay an administrative assistant to manage some of the regular
ANZALS activities so our volunteers could
focus on more strategic initiatives.



During 2014 there have been a range of public issues that warrant a response from the
leisure community. ANZALS with its colleagues both locally and internationally has
been quiet when it comes to raising issues
about quality of life and all the leisure related
fields of study. ANZALS’s has not pursued
its role to provide relevant comment and advocate more effective leisure policies and
programs, nor has it promoted high standards in curriculum development and leisure
studies education in the tertiary education
sector. Both these points are part of the
ANZALS Constitution’s Purposes and they
are important in the development of leisure
in Australia and New Zealand. ANZALS’s
role as an advocate for leisure in public policy
and in tertiary education needs to be reviewed and assessed as we move forward.



Special Interest Groups (SIGs) were identified in the membership survey as an issue for
further development. ANZALS has established a mechanism for SIGs to develop
streams within the Conference but there may

We are already starting to think about the
2017 Biennial ANZALS Conference. A call
for expressions of interest to host the 2017
conference will be distributed in 2015.
Online Engagement
The ANZALS website has had a number of
‘behind the scenes’ issues but continues to be
a main service that members value. Clayton
Hawkins, ANZALS Online Engagement
Manager, has battled ‘bots’ and a variety of
technological challenges but has effectively
kept the ANZALS website current and relevant. There has also been a range of social
media activities managed by Clayton and Arianne. The Board agreed to commit funds to
explore the re-development of the ANZALS
website and to provide a more dynamic environment for our social media activities.
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be scope for further development so interested members can use the umbrella of
ANZALS to develop particular initiatives in the field of leisure.

Get involved
ANZALS thrives because of the support and initiative of its members. There is a dedicated
team of colleagues who participate on the Board, produce Annals of Leisure Research, and
help to plan and deliver the biennial conference. There is also a team of colleagues in our
Patron organisations who provide an important link between ANZALS and our key university partners. To all of these people I send a big THANK YOU. There is scope for more
members to become involved. Please contact me, or any members of the Board, and we will
welcome your involvement.
I want to thank the ANZALS Board and membership for the privilege of working with
you. Everyone’s contributions overt the last year is valued. ANZALS continues to provide
meaningful and relevant service to its members and the wider leisure community. I wish
everyone some quality of life pleasures during the festive season.

John Tower
ANZALS President
December 2014
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The 12th Biennial ANZALS Conference
10-12 December 2015, UniSA City West Campus, Adelaide, Australia
Leisure as a Human Right
The right to access and participate in leisure is enshrined in a number of international conventions
and declarations beginning with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) - Articles 24 & 31.
While there has been global consensus that access to leisure is a human right, there still remain a
number of challenges and issues that individuals, communities and nations face in relation to fulfilling this right.
The focus of the conference is to provide an open and collegial environment where academics,
policymakers and practitioners can come together to discuss and debate a variety of global and local issues. For example, Asia-Pacific island nations are under threat from the effects from climate
change through rising sea levels and more extreme weather event. What role does Australia and NZ
have in respect to providing support to island communities' access to leisure, recreation and sport?
In relation to culture, arts and tourism First Nations peoples continue to be exploited and used for
profit-making purposes by more powerful organisations and corporations. What can and should be
done to ensure fair and equitable trade of the intellectual and cultural property of the disempowered? Sport continues to be used as a tool through which 'community development' is being implemented. Is importing non-traditional sport activities 'good' for communities or is it a subtle form
of imperialism cloaked in social justice rhetoric?
This event will seek to build on the long tradition of ANZALS conferences by asking presenters
and attendees to reflect on and discuss both the positive and negative role leisure has across a number of significant global and local issues. The conference will provide an avenue for the dissemination of leisure studies research that cuts across a variety of domains including health, the environment, education, disability as well as transport, planning and infrastructure. This conference calls
on all to review leisure as a human right at an individual, community and societal level.
Key dates:
Item

Opening Date

Closing Date

Notification

Call for themed sessions

6th October 2014

30th January 2015

20th February 2015

Call for papers

2nd March 2015

29th May 2015

26th June 2015

Call for poster

4th May 2015

1st September 2015

11th September 2015

Early bird registration

6th April 2015

25th September 2015

Standard registration

26th September 2015

1st November 2015

Late registration

2nd November 2015

29th November 2015
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ANZALS News
Facebook and Twitter
Our Facebook page keeps on growing. We have now crossed the 250 mark
and have currently 259 followers from across the globe. Our Facebook page
automatically feeds to our Twitter feed (our ‘handle’ is @ANZALSonline).
Our Facebook page and Twitter feed are constantly being updated with information about conferences, call for papers, grant and job opportunities, new
books, events and current discussions about leisure, sport, tourism, recreation, and events. It is a
great way to keep up to date with what is happening in the field so make sure you check it out and
follow us!

Why join ANZALS?
ANZALS is an organisation that provides numerous benefits to its members.
As the major disciplinary association in this region for promoting the further development of research, teaching and scholarship in the field of leisure (events, sport, tourism, arts, entertainment,
recreation), ANZALS membership is a springboard for disciplinary growth and professional development, and provides a sense of community with others in the global leisure studies field.
In 2015 members of ANZALS will receive:

An electronic copy of our quarterly refereed journal, Annals of Leisure Research.

Information on research, staffing and developments at the member universities through our
six-monthly ANZALS magazine and regular e-news updates.

Opportunities for collegial support and promotion of the benefits of leisure studies as an area
of research, teaching and scholarship.

Access to member-only sections of the ANZALS website.

Discount rates at ANZALS conferences and seminars—including the upcoming ANZALS
12th Biennial Conference “Leisure as a Human Right” to be held in Adelaide, 10-12 Debember 2015

Discount rates for some publications and events offered by related organisations, such as
Parks and Leisure Australia, CAUTHE, Leisure Studies Association (UK), World Leisure Organization and more to come.
Full details of subscription rates and membership application procedures are provided in our website. Full member fees for 1 year at $110 (Australia) and $75 (New Zealand and other countries) or
Student membership for 1 year for $50 (Australia) and $35 (New Zealand and other countries).
We look forward to receiving your application and welcoming you as a member.
Membership Inquiries: Robyn Cockburn (NZ) or Ruth Sibson (Aust)

6

ANZALS News
Annals of Leisure Research
All four issues for 2014 have now been published and there are some great articles in the journal so if you haven’t had a chance yet I thoroughly recommend having a look. I am of course
as biased as any academic so it’s difficult to say what the highlights have been but I personally
would say that the article on thoroughbred racing by Caroline Winter & Ward Young is certainly worth a look as is the piece by Laura Fendt et al. on surfer girls. If you want to read
about witches and leisure I would point you in the direction of Cris Calley Jones & Heather
Mair’s article. Another highlight of the year for me is the article by Qian Hui Tan looking at
Kathoey tourism. My final recommendation for reading is David Scott’s review of the classic
book by Dean MacCannell, The tourist: a new theory of the leisure class.
The first issue of 2015 is ready to go to press so expect to see that in existence early in the
new year. Other things to look forward to include the special issue on “Family leisure, children and social change” guest edited by Heike Schanzel (Auckland University of Technology, New Zealand) and Neil Carr (University of Otago, New Zealand). 2015 will also see the
production of a special issue stemming from the Leisure Studies Association conference held
in Glasgow this year on “Sporting and Cultural Events: Contested Legacies”. This is to
be guest edited by David McGillivray, Gayle McPherson and Sandro Carnicelli (all from the
University of the West of Scotland).
I leave you with two pieces of homework for the Christmas Holidays (knowing you are all
workaholics/the work-leisure divide is a mirage/you are in love with your work). The first, as
ever, is to write and submit a piece to the journal, be it an article, classic book review, book review, or critical commentary; all are very welcome. The second is to remember when writing
your latest article, book, or book chapter to employ references from ALR. Why? Simply because the more times articles published in ALR are cited the higher the journal’s Impact Factor
will be when the powers that be allow us to join the club and have one. The quicker we improve the number of citations the quicker we will get an Impact Factor.
:-)
Associate Professor Neil Carr
Managing Editor of Annals of Leisure Research
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News from our Patrons
Government invests in Lincoln University
In July, the Government announced the decision to invest $107.5m in the
future capital development of the University. While Minister Joyce specifically mentioned the demolition of two buildings (due to earthquake
damage), this is obviously about more than those who do or did inhabit
those buildings. The new facilities will create research and teaching spaces to be used by all sectors of the University. Moreover, as we recover
some of the 40% of floor space that Lincoln has lost since September 2010 we will find that some
of our former favourite spaces are again at our disposal or more comfortable to use.
Research in Westland National Park
In September, Jude Wilson and Stephen Espiner returned to Westland National Park to present
summaries of their recent research on tourism and change in Glacier Country. The work is part of
a 2013 LURF project led by Emma Stewart which investigates the theme of ‘last chance tourism’
in this popular tourism destination. In addition to their icefall fieldtrip, Jude and Stephen were
joined by their University of Canterbury (Geology) collaborator Heather Purdie in delivering three
presentations to tourism operators, natural resource managers and interested members of the public in the townships of Franz Josef, Fox Glacier and Hokitika.
The presentations focussed on the physical changes occurring at
the Westland Glaciers and the consequential social effects - especially those related to visitors’ perceptions of the region. The material was well-received, with over one hundred people attending
the talks across the three venues. In particular, the researchers relished the opportunity to give something back to communities that
have supported these projects, and integrate the often diverse social and physical science data that can inform decisions about future delivery of the tourism experience.
International Polar Tourism Research Network (IPTRN) Conference
In conjunction with Daniela Liggett at Gateway Antarctica (UC), Emma Stewart co-hosted the 4th
gathering of the IPTRN in September. It was the first time the network had met in the southern
hemisphere and it was planned to coincide with other polar meetings in New Zealand (including
SCAR, COMNAP and the launch of IceFest). About 50 delegates joined the conference from as
far away as Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Canada, South Africa and Argentina. Selected papers from the conference will form a special issue of the Polar Journal, due out in 2015.
Emerging Pacific Leaders Dialogue
In October, Tracy Berno and David Simmons spent time with the Emerging Pacific Leaders Dialogue (EPLD) who were visiting Lincoln. Tracy spoke of tourism and agriculture links in community development while David addressed sustainable tourism governance frameworks. The aim of
the EPLD is to strengthen the capacity of the Pacific region's future leaders to manage challenges
collaboratively, positively and creatively.
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Relationship with China
In December, Mick Abbott and Stephen Espiner hosted a delegation of
25 National Park Managers from China on a short course and field tour
of the South Island. Also in December, Jo Fountain and David Simmons
visited Shenzhen, China. David has been appointed Penchang Scholar by
Shenzhen Tourism College, Jinan University. The goal of the Penchang
Scholar Programme is to provide research mentoring for young Chinese academics to develop their
careers and particularly their English language research outputs. The visit was very successful, with a
number of research teams formed to study heritage tourism through festivals, wine consumption behaviour of Chinese nationals, and tourism planning and governance.
New Zealand Recreation Association
Lincoln University hosted and sponsored the 2014 New Zealand Recreation Association conference.
Included in the proceedings was an excellent session showcasing Lincoln University student research
with presenters Sarah Blows, Phil Holland and Caroline Depatie. The National Conference is the
premier event on the NZRA professional development calendar. The Conference features presentations on strategic developments and trends impacting on the wider recreation industry. The programme also included concurrent sessions covering natural resource management, recreation facility
and service provision and policy making. Speakers included senior managers, elected officials, academics and policy makers, including several Lincoln alumni and our former colleague and good
friend Kay Booth.
Congratulations are due to the Lincoln University Recreation Society and all involved with the Lincoln / NZRA Student Representative programme who were awarded Highly Commended (Merit) in
the Outstanding Community Recreation Programme category at the New Zealand Recreation Association awards held in conjunction with their conference at Lincoln. This award recognises the work
that has been done over the past 5 years in connecting Lincoln students into the recreation industry.
3rd Annual Lincoln University Sport and Recreation Forum
In October, Lincoln University hosted the 3rd annual Lincoln University Sport and Recreation Forum
featuring five student presentations of recent research. The feedback from the sector was astonishingly positive. Christchurch City Council was so impressed with the work of 2nd year student Sarah
Blows on sports club membership models that they have offered to provide her with individual mentorship and wants her to be included in meetings and conversations they are having on topics related
to her research. Similarly, Sport Canterbury wants to look at organising a way to get some of the students' ideas in front of decision makers in Sport NZ.
Appointment of DOC Chief Science Advisor
Written contribution provided by
Congratulations are due to Professor Ken Hughey who has been apDr Roslyn Kerr – Postgraduate Studpointed to the newly created position of Chief Science Advisor with
ies Co-ordinator and Lecturer in Sociolothe Department of Conservation on a two year, three day a week segy, Sport and Recreation
condment. The job began on 1 December and involves advising the
Director-General and Minister on science matters relevant to the Department's mission.
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News from our Patrons
Conversations about Frequent Flying
Martin Young has been actively disseminating his work outside academia and making an impact on the wider community. One of the
ways he is doing so is by frequently publishing the results of his research as well as some commentary pieces in the widely read and cited
website The Conversation. The Conversation is a collaboration between editors and academics to provide
informed news analysis and commentary that’s free to read and publish and Martin has really taken
this opportunity to the next level. Martin has published more than 10 articles in The Conversation already, some of them reaching thousands of readers. Most of the articles focus on his work on problem gambling, such as the provocative “Who wins from ’Big Gambling’ in Australia?” but his most
recent one highlight the contradictions of frequent flying and climate change awareness: “Three
ways to feel less guilty about frequent flying”, the result of a collaboration with his SCU colleague
Arianne Reis, his PhD student Francis Markham and Professor James Higham, from University of
Otago, NZ. Martin, along with Arianne and James, also published recently “ ‘Up in the air’:A conceptual critique of flying addiction” in Annals Tourism Research , to make sure the academic community is also engaging with his provocative research.
Gambling Research
PhD student Lorraine Cherney had two major achievements during
September. She gained second place in the SCU 3 Minute Thesis
finals and won a student scholarship to the National Association for
Gambling Studies Conference that was held on the Gold Coast in
November. Congratulations Lorraine! Lorraine is studying with the
Centre for Gambling Education and Research under the supervision
of Professor Nerilee Hing, Dr Martin Young and Professor Brian Head (University of Queensland).
Lorraine's thesis focuses on the regulation of gambling in Queensland.
Early Career Research Award
Dr. Sally Gainsbury has been nominated and awarded a 2014 Early Career Research Award by the
Australian Psychological Society. The award recognises excellence in scientific achievement in psychology among psychologists who are at the early stages of their research careers. The Award is intended for candidates whose achievements are outstanding, and place them significantly ahead of
their peers.
As an Early Career Research Award recipient, the APS will offer Dr. Gainbury twelve months free
membership as well as cover the costs of registration and travel to attend the next APS Annual Conference, to be held on the Gold Coast in September 2015, where she will be presented with a plaque
in recognition of her award. Sally is a member of SCU’s Centre for Gambling Education and Research, a research centre located within the School of Tourism and Hospitality Management.
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News from our Patrons
Agroecology and Sustainable Rural Livelihoods Framework
Cherise Addinsall, as part of her PhD research, has developed
(alongside her three supervisors Prof Betty Weiler, Kevin Glencross
and Pascal Scherrer) an integrated Agroecology and Sustainable Rural
Livelihoods Framework (ASRLF) which was derived from participatory research conducted while working in an ACIAR funded project in Vanuatu and Fiji in
2013/2014.
The Pacific Island nations have a well-developed traditional economy, but appropriate rural economic development has been problematic. The ASRLF was developed to function in the local Pacific Island context while also having relevance to sustainable development and conservation projects elsewhere. By combining information gathered through an extensive literature analysis of sustainable livelihoods frameworks and agroecology literature with the viewpoints of traditional landholders, community members, government officials, Non-Governmental Organisations (NGO’s)
and multi-lateral donor agencies operating in the Pacific they were able to develop a framework to
meet the local context while also having relevance to the current global climate in regards to development and conservation projects. The ASRLF makes an important space for the acknowledgement that people do not necessarily fit within neat categories which are often implemented by researchers or development professionals. It does this by acknowledging that individuals and households pursue a multitude of activities to achieve a broad set of objectives. The holistic approach
guiding the ASRLF recognises that although livelihoods analysis is required at the individual and
household level it must also include the community and communal institutions in a holistic manner.
Kevin and Cherise submitted this framework and were accepted to attend the International Symposium on Agroecology for Food Security and Nutrition which was held at the FAO headquarters
in Rome on the 18th and 19th of September. They attended the symposium alongside 400 academics, government, NGO’s, private industry and farmers from across the globe. They were the
only two attendees from Australia, with no one representing the Pacific Islands. This fact generated a lot of interest from many participants and enabled them to network and exchange contact details with many attendees including Stephen Gliessman. ‘It was a highlight in our academic careers
to be able to attend the symposium and we are very grateful to the financial support given by the
SCU Forestry Centre, School of Tourism and Hospitality Management, Division of Research and
ACIAR’ Cherise said.

Written contribution provided
by Nic Rowe – Administration
Officer
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New Undergraduate Course for 2015
A newly designed Bachelor of Sport Management course will
be offered in 2015 by Victoria University. The new course
has its roots in the successful sport and recreation management related courses that have been successfully delivered at VU for more than 30 years. The new
course was developed to better manage the changes of the role of sport in our community, adjust to
the diverse student profiles, and meet the demands of the industry.
The notion of sport and active recreation for community is an overarching theme that drives the
new course development. This emphasis is positioned as the dominant lens through which to view
the organisation of sport and related activities, and its many and varied practices. The course finds
the balance among elite and professional sport, community sport, active recreation, active communities and non-sporting communities to establish relationships for the benefit of all sectors. The
course will enable students to secure the appropriate tertiary qualifications and career paths for entry
into the rapidly expanding sport, exercise and active recreation sector.
The College of Sport and Exercise Science will remain as the primary course delivery organisation.
Permanent staff in the College deliver all the subjects in the course. This is a unique feature of Vic
Uni’s sport and recreation management courses over the decades. When the students study sociology, history, management, marketing, etc., they will have a community sport and active recreation context. The course offers specialisations in Sport and Active Communities or Adventure Leadership.
Together with the two career development units, students are required to complete a variety of industry-specific projects that culminate in a capstone unit to integrate theoretical knowledge and practical skills. The capstone unit will involve a sport-event management project and a significant fieldplacement to ensure professional readiness. There are also double degrees with Exercise Science,
Business and Youth Work.
More details about the courses are available from Dr Zhu Zhang, the course coordinator – or check
the website.
New Senior Lecturer in Sport Management
Dr Eric Schwartz had been appointed to a Senior Lecturer position to work with the Sport Management team at VU. Eric comes from the School of Business, Saint Leo University, Florida where he
has been the professor and Chair of the Department of Sport Business, International Tourism and
Hospitality Management. Eric is an award winning teacher, with extensive teaching experience, developing, delivering and leading sport management courses at the undergraduate and postgraduate level,
including strong blended learning approaches. Eric’s research expertise is in sport marketing. He will
be starting his position at VU in late January, 2015.
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World Congress on Active Aging 2016
Stuart Biddle reports that Victoria University's Institute of
Sport, Exercise and Active Living (ISEAL) will host the
World Congress on Active Ageing in July 2016. This will be
the 9th Congress held under the auspices of the International Coalition for Ageing and Physical Activity (ICAPA). Active ageing is becoming a higher priority for governments around the world in order to keep ageing populations more engaged in their communities, healthy and active. The Congress
is planning for an excess of 1,000 international delegates from more than 30 countries in July 2016 at
the Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre. More details about the Congress are available from
http://wcaa2016.com.au/.
Sport Thematic Group at the Australian Sociological Association
Brent McDonald and Ramón Spaaij have helped to establish a Sport Thematic Group (TG) as part
of the Australian Sociological Association. The critical study of sport in Australia has developed
over the past thirty years. The pioneering works of McKay, Lawrence, Rowe, Goldlust and Connell
have been followed by Hallinan, Tatz, Miller, Hughson and others. However, despite this work, it
seems rather paradoxical that, for a nation so enamored with sport, the Australian Sociological Association has until now not housed a thematic group dedicated to the topic (although sport was a
theme in the now defunct Mobilities TG).
Sport is utilised by government and civil society as a vehicle for achieving multiculturalism, social cohesion and harmony; as a solution to public health crises such as the ‘obesity epidemic’ and sedentary lifestyles; as an intervention strategy for ‘at risk’ youth; as a standard of national identity and a
format through which to narrate and ‘sell’ the nation. Major sporting organisations take it upon
themselves to advocate for various causes and forms of social justice. Sport has provided one of the
very public forums where conversations about racism, sexism and homophobia have initially been
held. Sport offers multiple sites for sociological research and there is now a critical mass of sociologists working in this field across Australia.
The launch of the Sport Thematic Group acknowledges the importance of sport and aims to enhance the profile and position of Australian sociology of sport both domestically and internationally.
The Sport Thematic Group aims to build and promote research and scholarship in the sociology of
sport across Australia and Aotearoa New Zealand. To achieve this aim, the Thematic Group will


support and encourage innovative research and teaching in the sociology of sport;



foster the development of critical sociological insights and perspectives on sport, leisure and
physical activity;
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provide a forum for communication and collaboration
of sociologists working in the field;
raise the profile of sociological voices in public and policy debates on sport and physical activity;
generate links and collaboration with national and international groups with complementary scholarly interests.

The Sport Thematic Group was officially launched during the 2014 TASA Annual Conference at the
University of South Australia. Senior and early career researchers, postgraduate students and those
working outside of academia with an interest in the sociology of sport are kindly invited to join our
new group. For more details contact Brent McDonald or Ramón Spaaij.
Outdoor Recreation Staff win College Teaching Award
Matthew Cox and David Marsden, lecturers in outdoor recreation and education in the College of
Sport and Exercise Science recently received the Colleges excellence in teaching and learning
award. David and Matt were acknowledged for making a significant contribution to Victoria University’s students through developing strategically aligned outdoor recreation and education curriculum
that enhances student engagement, critical thinking and industry preparedness/
connectedness. Through the use of scaffolded curriculum and innovative burst mode field experiences they have created an environment for student learning that stimulates curiosity and develops
the students desire to be accountable for their own learning. Their ongoing engagement of industry
and evidence based research has allowed them to develop curriculum that builds a sense of community within the student cohort to provide support structures for student learning, address student retention and optimise student employability upon graduation.
Aquatic and Recreation Centre Research Makes an Impact
The Aquatic and Recreation Centre Benefits research has had an impact among the industry associations over the last six months. The team of John Tower, Katie McDonald and Bob Stewart have
been keynote presenters at the Aquatics and Recreation Institute Conference in Sydney, the Aquatics
and Leisure Facility Association Queensland Conference and Aquatics and Recreation Victoria Conference. The Melbourne ARV session included presentations from centres involved in the research
where they talked about the research creating a paradigm change in how ARCs manage and deliver
their services. John Tower also presented some of the economic benefit findings at the World Leisure Congress where it was well received and generated a lively discussion among an international
audience. Over recent months the Australian Leisure Facilities Association (ALFA) Journal has featured stories about the research on the front cover twice and back page once. The next steps are for
John, Katie and Bob to produce the refereed papers from the research.
Written contribution compiled by John Tower
with support from a range of VU colleagues College of Sport and Exercise Science
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The New Home for Action Sport Research
In November, Dr Holly Thorpe, from the Department of Sport
and Leisure Studies, was an invited speaker at the New Zealand
Recreation Conference held at Lincoln University in Christchurch.
Dr Thorpe is an internationally recognized expert on action sports
research, and is author of Snowboarding Bodies in Theory and Practice (2011) and co-editor (with Professor Douglas Booth) of the Berkshire Encyclopedia of Extreme Sports (2007) and the Greenwood Press
Extreme Sports series.
Her most recent book Transnational Mobilities in Action Sport Cultures (2014), published by Palgrave
Macmillan, offers an in-depth sociological examination of the global phenomenon of action
sports. It argues that trends in contemporary action sport cultures raise important questions about
the changing nature of sport in the 21st century. Adopting a global ethnographic approach and engaging multiple theoretical perspectives, it examines how transnational action sport corporations,
mega events and media spectacles, the international travel patterns of athletes, tourists and migrants, and the high use of social media among participants, are contributing to the emergence of a
transnational imaginary within and across action sport communities. Ultimately, this book illustrates how corporeal, virtual and imagined mobilities and connections across borders are influencing not only how youth are practicing and consuming sport and physical activity, but also how such
processes are informing their sense of space, place, identity, politics and belonging.
Her presentation at the NZRA conference was titled 'Action Sports and Recreation for Youth Development: Global and Local Insights'. In this presentation Dr Thorpe identified new trends in
youth sport participation, particularly the growing popularity of non-competitive, informal, noninstitutionalized ‘action sports’ (e.g. skateboarding, surfing, BMX, snowboarding, parkour), and explained why, and how, governments and sporting organizations should take these sporting cultures
seriously.
Drawing upon a chapter that was commissioned by the Commonwealth Advisory Board of Sport
for their 2014 annual report, and a subsequent publication in the International Journal of Sport Policy
and Politics, Dr Thorpe began by presenting five key findings from these documents. Offering examples and research from within New Zealand and around the
world, she illustrated the potential of action sports for making a
valuable contribution to the Sport for Development and Peace
Movement in global and local contexts. As revealed through three
distinct case studies—1) a skateboarding school in Afghanistan, 2)
informal, action sports in post-earthquake Christchurch, and 3) a
grassroots group of parkour participants in war-torn Gaza—she
argues that a number of valuable lessons can be learned about the
potential of action sports for improving the health and well-being
of children and youth in both (re)developing and developed nations.
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Dr Thorpe believes that well-designed and critically considered
action sports programs can offer empowering learning experiences, encouraging self-expression and creative thinking and developing a different set of physical and social skills among children and
youth from different socio-economic and cultural backgrounds.
However, she warns that we must take care not to try to fit action sports into existing sporting
models. Action sports cultures have distinct cultural rules, norms and value systems, and participants tend to enjoy the anti-authoritarian, non-competitive, individualistic, creative and expressive
elements of these sports. Thus, it is necessary for organizations to work closely with action sport
participants in designing programs that both meet their needs and the desires of stakeholders.
Continuing, she advocates greater consideration for youth agency and more space for their voices
in any action sport related program development and implementation.
She concluded with a discussion as to how these findings relate in the New Zealand context. In
particular, she discussed how we—as researchers, council members, sporting organizations—might
work together, and with communities, to better provide children and youth with opportunities to
engage in fun, socially and physically meaningful, and safe informal, lifestyle or action sports in our
local communities
New Appointments for 2015
Associate Professor Belinda Wheaton will be joining the Department of Sport and Leisure Studies
in the New Year. Associate Professor Wheaton, previously of the University of Brighton, has published widely on action sports, and coined the term ‘lifestyle sport’ in 2004. Dr Thorpe and Associate Professor Wheaton have worked together on various action sport related projects in the past,
and are currently in discussion with the International Olympic Committee about the inclusion of
other action sports into Summer and Winter Olympic Games programs.
Action Sports Scholars
Upon her arrival in New Zealand, Associate Professor Wheaton will be joining various other action
sports scholars in the Department of Sport and Leisure Studies. With Dr Holly Thorpe, Associate
Professor Robert Rinehart, Dr Hamish Crocket, Dr Lisa Hunter, and Dr Rebecca Olive, all specializing in action sports, the Department of Sport and Leisure Studies will soon be the world’s largest
critical mass of scholars working in this field. According to Dr Thorpe, “we are very excited about
these developments and are looking forward to lots of innovative collaborative research and working more closely with sports organizations, local councils and communities to impact policy and
practice in national and international contexts”.
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Waikato Sports Scientists’ Innovative Research
University of Waikato sports scientists have many research projects currently in the pipeline which include analysing netballers’
sleep patterns, examining the benefits of beetroot juice for cycling performance and exploring the possible benefits of the new Avantidrome.
Senior Lecturer and a sports physiologist Dr Matt Driller and co-researcher and Waikato Bay of
Plenty Magic netball coach Julie Fitzgerald have been testing the sleep patterns of Magic netballers.
Dr Driller says sleep is known to be essential for athletic recovery and netballers’ night games can
disrupt sleeping patterns. The researchers are testing the quality of the netballers sleep by using an
actigraph, a wristwatch-like device embedded with accelerometers that detects the slightest of
movements. “We’ll be able to tell how long a person takes to fall asleep, how many times they wake
in the night and how long they sleep for, allowing us to assess both quality and quantity of sleep,”
says Dr Driller. It is hoped the research will be able to help the elite netballers to cope with the demands of high-performance sport by changing their thinking around sleep and recovery.
For his PhD study (through AUT) Sport and Leisure Studies Teaching Fellow and Sports and Exercise Science Laboratory Manager Joe McQuillan is studying the benefits of beetroot juice supplementation on cycling performance. Mr McQuillan has tested cyclists taking large and small doses
of beetroot juice over short and long periods. “We found taking 140 mls a day for three days had
the same effects as taking it for longer. It’s concentrated, about the equivalent of four beetroots in
a 140 ml dose, and it’s the nitrate in the vegetable that affects performance.” Mr McQuillan measured the nitrate levels in the athlete’s blood, how their levels changed and the effect that had on
performance. “The improvement, say over four kilometres, was about three seconds. But we found
the body reaches a saturation point after a certain number of loading days and fails to respond any
better to increased doses.”
Sport and Leisure Studies Postdoctoral Research Fellow Dr Rebecca Olive is researching the benefits of the Avantidrome on performance. Dr Olive’s social and cultural research looks at athletes
who have moved to the Waikato to train at the Avantidrome and what impact the move has had on
their cycling performance. “How the athletes feel is important to their trainers as it can affect performance, both for better or worse,” says Dr Olive.
Sport and Leisure Studies Postdoctoral Research Fellow Dr Sturm is conducting a research survey,
which examines various users and user-groups experiences at the Home of Cycling. This research
project seeks to better understand the relationship between the Home of Cycling, user experiences
and notions of community. The project’s aim is to identify, examine and understand the diverse
user groups at the Avantidrome.
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Home of Cycling
The Department of Sport and Leisure Studies has enjoyed a successful year with the opening of the Sports Science Lab at the
Home of Cycling in Cambridge. The partnership creates a significant role in leading research into sport, leisure and movement practices, education and community engagement activities, as well as providing consultancy services for members of the sport community. It now makes it easy for members
of the sport community to readily engage in world class University of Waikato undergraduate and postgraduate programmes alongside their sporting endeavours.
The Sports Science Laboratory, He Puna Oranga Tinana, is used for testing, research and
teaching activities. Our dedicated sports scientists provide specialist performance assessments to assist in developing better training and recovery programmes aimed at enhancing
the performance of New Zealand’s athletes when it comes to competing on the local, national and international stage.
The name He Puna Oranga Tinana has been gifted to the Department of Sport and Leisure
Studies. This can be interpreted as “a source of physical enhancement”. It reflects: He Puna – A source; Oranga – from the word “ora” meaning health and well-being; Tinana –
physical body.
Cycling Symposium a Success
The recent inaugural University of Waikato Cycling Symposium attracted elite athletes, coaches,
sport scientists and academics throughout New Zealand and Australia. The Keynote speaker was
Hunter Allen, CEO of global software company Training Peaks. Previously a professional cyclist,
Hunter is now a successful cycling coach and cycling analytics expert. Hunter presented the latest
in sport endurance training principles using the latest software packages from Training Peaks.
Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Alister Jones officially opened the symposium with supporting
comments from Andrew Mathieson (Bike NZ CEO), Geoff Balme (Avantidrome CEO) and Dr
Kirsten Petrie (Sport and Leisure Studies Departmental Chairperson). Experts from High Performance Sport NZ, Rowing NZ, Bike NZ and several other New Zealand universities also presented over the two-day symposium.
Practical sessions such as strength training for cyclists, nutrition for endurance athletes and coaching planning sessions ensured that there was a balance between theory with practice giving audience time with experts in their field and question and answer opportunities.
The symposium was attended by a number of commercial exhibitors who were on hand to
demonstrate the latest in sport science and cycling related products to attendees and presenters.
Feedback from presenters, attendees and exhibitors involved was very positive with strong interest
in a symposium to be held in in 2015.
Written contribution compiled by Kathy Maling - Administrator
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Awards and Achievements
The Department of Tourism, Sport and Hotel Management
culminates 2014 by celebrating the achievements of a number
of colleagues and members of the Griffith Institute for Tourism. Professor David Weaver recently received an award for lifetime achievement in tourism research at the 4th International Conference on Tourism (ICOT 2014) in Dalian, China. Professor
Chris Guilding’s book Accounting Essentials for Hospitality Managers (3rd edition) was ranked the number one selling title in 2014 from Routledge’s Tourism, Hospitality and Events area. Dr Emily Ma
(Early Career Researcher category) and Professor David Weaver (Mid-career to Senior Researcher
with an outstanding record of research career achievement) were both recognised in the Pro Vice
Chancellor (Business) Research Excellence Awards for 2014. The Department was also very fortunate to have two members of our academic staff receive well-deserved recognition in the Griffith
University Teaching Excellence Awards and Citations. Congratulations are extended to: Dr. Shane
Barry - Group Award for Excellence in Teaching - Griffith Business School; and Dr. Popi Sotiriadou - Group Learning and Teaching Citation - Griffith Business School. There have also been
PhD completions to celebrate – Drs Rachel Batty, Anna Kralj, Andrew Le and Mary-Anne Smith.
Staff Movements
In January 2015 the Department of Tourism, Sport and Hotel Management will welcome a new
Head of Department – Professor Chris Auld, and Deputy Head of Department – Associate Professor Charles Arcodia. We also welcome Dr Brent Moyle who commenced a Research Fellowship
with the Griffith Institute for Tourism in August 2014.
Research and Industry Collaboration Snapshot
Professors Kristine Toohey and Chris Auld, along with industry partners and colleagues from Sydney University, Victoria University and Swinburne University presented the final findings of an
ARC Linkage Grant collaboration at the Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra in December.
The symposium focused on ‘Improving the identification and development of Australia’s sporting
talent’ and has many applied implications for Australia’s future approaches to sporting talent identification and development.
New research being undertaken within the Griffith Institute for Tourism has explored the perceptions of the management of the Great Barrier Reef (GBR), an iconic tourism attraction in a region undergoing massive industrial expansion (Gladstone, Queensland). The study was undertaken
by Professor Susanne Becken, Dr Char-lee McLennan and Dr Brent Moyle from the Griffith Institute for Tourism. Their key findings include that respondents felt that "everyone" should protect
the GBR. While this may reflect great attachment and concern for the GBR, the sentiment that
everyone is responsible for its protection could mean that leadership of conservation efforts is not
clear and may in reality not be addressed by "anyone".
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There was evidence of considerable confusion surrounding the
current state of the GBR and its governance. One implication
of the research is the identified need for public education regarding these issues. It is suggested greater education will assist
in reducing the impact of negative perceptions regarding the reef's management on Australia's
tourism industry, which often markets itself as environmentally friendly.
Griffith Institute for Tourism members Professor Susanne Becken, Dr Char-lee McLennan and
Dr Sarah Gardiner have been commissioned to produce a comprehensive compilation and assessment of tourism trends affecting the Gold Coast destination. The project is being funded by Gold
Coast Tourism and City of Gold Coast. A report will be produced half-yearly to summarise global,
national and local trends relevant to tourism and will feature a dedicated section on "Tourism Insights" which will present topical research findings that will be of interest to local decision-makers.
Finally, Drs Popi Sotiriadou and Brad Hill have been busy preparing a special issue of the International Journal of Event Management Research on ‘Raising Environmental Responsibility and Sustainability for Sport Events’

Griffith Institute for Tourism Conference
The Griffith Institute for Tourism’s first year culminated with the successful G20 First East-West
Dialogue on Tourism and the Chinese Dream Conference, held on the Gold Coast November 13-15, and
jointly organised with Griffith’s Tourism Confucius Institute. 117 delegates attended with over 40
travelling from China. Key note speakers were Professor Chris Ryan (University of Waikato) and
Professor Jun Gao (Shanghai Normal University). Mr Marcio Favilla Lucca de Paula (Executive
Director, United Nations World Tourism Organisation) and Mr Geoff Turner (Manager, Consumer Insights, Tourism Australia) were the guest speakers at the Conference Dinner.

Written contribution provided by Dr Millicent Kennely– Lecturer
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Much of the recent focus from the Sport, Recreation and Event Management
program in the School of Business at ECU has been to try and get students to
see the importance of value adding to their degree experiences – here are two of
our most recent examples led by Dr Alicia Stanway and Dr David Lamb.
Sport in the US is big business! Just ask ECU’s School of Business students and Dr Alicia
Stanway
Twelve School of Business students from ECU embarked on an 18-day international study tour to
the USA from 20th June to 8th July, 2014. Venturing through Los Angeles, Colorado, New York and
San Francisco, the tour was designed to explore major sporting stadiums (e.g., Madison Square
Garden in NY and Angels Stadium in LA), event management operations (e.g., Special Olympics
Presentation and an in-house tour of Dodgers Stadium in LA) and college sport and recreation
programs and facilities at the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), University of Southern California (USC) and the University of Northern Colorado (UNCO).
A key focus of the tour was to see first-hand how the Australian
sport delivery system compares to the USA. “Experiential learning is an important focus of our courses so it’s incredibly rewarding for the students to experience first-hand what we teach in an
academic environment”, comments Tour Leader, Dr Alicia Stanway. ECU Bachelor of Sport Management student, Jacob
Goodrick, found the sporting business models quite different by
commenting: “in the US, you either play sport at a high level or
not at all. This differs to the Australian sport model, where participation is encouraged across all ages”.
ECU students engaged in presentations by leading sport management author Dr David Stotlar at
UNCO, 2015 World Special Olympics Games General Manager UCLA Venues, Jean Dillingham,
and the history and culture supporting collegial sport by UCLA Executive Director, Recreation and
Campus Life, Mick Deluca. “It was a truly rewarding experience to host the start of the ECU US
Tour at UCLA where we shared mutual learning, explored a global perspective, and developed new
friendships” commented Mr Deluca.
Students had plenty of opportunities to challenge their physical prowess through high ropes courses at UNCO and UCLA, a full-day hike through the Colorado Rocky Mountains and water activities at UCLA’s Marina del Ray, as well as recreational activities such as a Broadway show in New
York and an Alcatraz tour in San Francisco. The second USA business study tour was touted another great success, following in the footsteps of the inaugural tour in 2012.
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How do I meet internation sport stars and learn invaluable skills at the
same time? Just ask ECU’s School of Business Event Management students and Dr David Lamb
The Perth Golf International attracted some of the world’s best golfers to the
Lake Karrinyup Country Club in late October 2014. This event is part of the world PGA
(Professional Golfers Association) circuit, and Dr David Lamb led a team of volunteer students to
help out across the 4-day event. Rachel Cowley, a 3rd year event management student, who worked
for all four days of the tournament in a variety of roles stated: “It was great fun meeting lots of
people from all walks of life and I did not realise how much went into organising such an event. I
gained invaluable experience and was able to relate the lecture material to a real life event”.
In addition to this engaging work with students, Dr Dave
Lamb has also been busy on other fronts. He is presently
involved in a research project with a number of colleagues from marketing and hospitality staff at ECU
studying Perth hotels and how successful they are at
meeting the needs of Chinese guests in terms of room
service menus. The title of the project is: Are we China
ready? A study of Perth hotels’ catering to Chinese
guests’ in-room dining appetites.
Dave is also working on a book chapter with Dr Alfred
Ogle from ECU for an International book on different
aspects of community events with a particular focus on
events in Perth and volunteer motivations and engagement.

Dr David Lamb and student Rachel
Cowley reporting for duty

Dave will present findings of some previous research on
Live Sites and Events at the International Leisure Studies
conference at Bournemouth University in July 2015. A
great conference that attracts people from every corner of the world.

Dave is also intending to commence a research study investigating the gap between what academia
is providing for students of event management and what the event management profession is looking for in a research project entitled “What skills, knowledge and experience are needed in event
management”. The results of this research will be integrated into event management curriculum,
student learning outcomes and graduate outputs at ECU. The project is dependent on University
funding.
Written contribution compiled by
Dr Ruth Sibson, Dr Alicia Stanway
and Dr David Lamb
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2014 Citation Award
Dr Richard Robinson was a recipient of the Australia Awards for University Teaching 2014 – Citations for Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning. Dr Robinson’s topic was entitled
“Motivating students towards future hospitality leadership by inspiring them with authentic and experiential teaching and learning contexts which bridge the perceived theory-practice divide.”
Grants Success
Associate Professor Brent Richie was awarded the only ARC Discover Grant in Australia for Tourism code 1506 to the value of $186,400. The research title is “Consumer preferences for voluntary
carbon mitigation in the aviation sector”. The chief investigators are Brent Ritchie, Andy Choi, Stefan Gossling (Lund University) and Larry Dwyer (UNSW).
Students Experience the Art of Winemaking
Fifty UQ Business School tourism students have discovered the science and art of winemaking during a field trip to Stanthorpe’s Queensland College of Wine Tourism (QCWT). Now in its sixth year,
the Wine Immersion Program forms part of the Business School’s undergraduate Food and Beverage Management course and postgraduate Designing Food and Beverage Experiences course. The
program is designed to give students an insight into viticulture, and also provide the opportunity to
earn the Wine and Spirit Educational Trust (WSET) Certificate 1, an industry recognised qualification.
UQ Business School student Izzy Wang, who attended the program in April, said that as a result of
the Wine Immersion trip she now wants to pursue the WSET Certificate 2 and further her wine and
spirit education: “The program was an interactive learning experience that broadened my understanding about the wine industry. It provided me with the opportunity to gain a more practical
knowledge, and also stimulated my interest in the wine industry” she said.
Peter Orr, Wine and Viticulture Training Manager at QCWT, was impressed with the UQ Business
School tourism students that attended the program, and said their 100% pass rate results set a high
benchmark for future students to aspire to: “It is certainly an outstanding achievement and a reflection on the quality of students who attended the program,” he said.
Student Guangchuan Leon Li reflected on the highlights of taking part in the program this year:
“This unique experience and the WSET certificate can help us greatly in our future careers, especially
in the hospitality industry.”
Course coordinator Dr Richard Robinson said educational partnerships like the Wine Immersion
Program allows students to enjoy experiential, accelerated and deeper learning. “Students were taken
through the process of first picking, crushing, and fermenting grapes; then testing, tasting, and
matching wine to food. These experiences are a natural complement to classroom theory-driven
learning, and more than this, they value-add to the overall UQ student experience,” Dr Robinson
said.
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Port Development Impacts Tourists’ Perceptions of the Great Barrier Reef
Business School postgraduate student Javier Salvatierre has completed new research into the impact of the Abbot Point Port development on an
Australian treasure, the Great Barrier Reef. The Abbot Point Port development is one of Australia’s
most significant emerging bulk ports and is the most northerly deep-water coal port in Australia. The
development entails a major transformation into a global port precinct.
As part of his Master’s thesis, Javier specifically looked at the impact the development will have on
the tourism market’s ‘image perceptions’ and ‘visitation intentions’. Within the study, tourists were
asked about their image perceptions of the Great Barrier Reef before and after a presentation about
the Abbott Point development. Findings showed that the news of the development negatively influenced tourists’ perceptions of the physical features of the reef, the protection and conservation efforts of governing bodies, and the kinds of activities linked to the reef experience.
Despite the negative findings, tourists had the same desire to visit the Great Barrier Reef as they did
prior to being exposed to The Abbot Point Port development, however with a greater sense of urgency. Thesis supervisor and expert in image recovery, Dr Gabby Walters, said that while the controversy surrounding the development and its environmental impact has altered tourist perceptions, it is
encouraging to hear that tourists will continue to visit the natural icon: “It is important for destination marketers to have a clear understanding of how this is influencing tourist perceptions and visitation intentions.”
Javier Salvatierre said that the study demonstrated that tourists have a limited understanding of the specifics behind the
Abbott Point Port Development and its impact on the Great
Barrier Reef: “There is an opportunity for stakeholders involved in this project to present fact-driven information that
will alleviate the negative media reports currently influencing
the tourism markets’ perceptions of this natural icon.”
New Book Highlights the Relationship Between Tourism and IT
Tourism and information technology (IT) are two of the largest and most dynamic industries in the
world. Separately and together they are changing the way society operates.
UQ Business School Senior Lecturer in Tourism, Pierre Benckendorff, has recently co-authored a
book that focuses on the intersection of these two industries, Tourism Information Technology. Designed for students and professionals within the tourism and hospitality industry, this is the second
account of this title, with the first having been authored by Professor Pauline Sheldon from The
University of Hawaii in 1997.
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Pierre spoke of how radically the tourism and IT
industries have transformed over the last two decades, influencing the behaviours and decision
making patterns of tourists: “The global connectivity provided by the Internet, mobile technologies
such as smartphones and tablets, wireless and broadband communications, faster, smaller more powerful hardware, and more intelligent and ubiquitous systems were barely in existence in the late 90’s.
Tourism itself has also changed in ways we never would have imagined. The type of trips tourists
take, how they find and book them, how they transport themselves from place to place, and the type
of experiences they have when travelling are all hugely different than in 1997,” he said.
With these technological advancements, the second edition of Tourism Information Technology also
addresses such themes as the digital tourism landscape, social media, tourist experiences, and sustainable tourism.
UQ Business School Lecturers Receive National Awards
UQ Business School lecturers, Dr Richard Robinson and Dr Yunxia Zhu have been recognised as
among the best in Australia, receiving Citations for Outstanding Contributions to Student Learning
in the 2014 Australian Awards for University Teaching. Overall three UQ lecturers and a team of
teaching staff have each received a $10,000 prize at the Queensland Citation Awards ceremony held
in Brisbane.
Tourism Senior Lecturer, Dr Robinson, was cited for his efforts to motivate students towards successful leadership roles in the hospitality industry by providing them with practical and authentic
learning experiences, bridging the theory-practice divide. Dr Robinson said that receiving the citation
is a real privilege and that it has actually come with an unexpected benefit: “As a result of the personal reflection that was involved to generate a competitive application my teaching and learning
practices have improved. Therefore, the citation not only has benefited me as a lecturer but my students as well” he said.
Dr Yunxia Zhu, Strategy Senior Lecturer, has received her citation for promoting intercultural competence and understanding among her students by adopting a ‘learning-by-doing’ approach.
UQ Deputy Vice-Chancellor Professor Joanne Write congratulated Dr Bronwyn Lea (School of
English, Media Studies and Art History), Dr Richard Robinson (UQ Business School), Dr Yunxia
Zhu (UQ Business School) and the UQ French Team (School of Languages and Comparative Cultural Studies) on their success: “These annual citations recognise the efforts to inspire and encourage
their students by using innovative teaching techniques and often the latest technology and by examining and improving previously accepted methods. Receiving such a high national honour recognises
the importance of great teachers in our university and in the learning experiences of our students”
she said.

Written contribution provided by Amy Vining – Marketing and Communications Assistant
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This section of the ANZALS Magazine is intended to provide
some ‘food for thought’ and hopefully trigger a conversation
between ANZALS community members. Our website includes a
‘blog’ section where we are all invited to post some news, ideas
and initiate a conversation with fellow leisure academics. This is
where we hope to see the ‘musings’ presented here taken further
to start some fruitful discussions. Come and visit us at:
www.anzals.org.au or Facebook and contribute your thoughts the
piece presented by Associate Professor Ricardo Uvinha in the next
pages. Every new issue, a different topic will be presented by a
different leisure scholar, but the conversation/debate will
hopefully keep going on our website and/or Facebook page.
Enjoy!

Ricardo Ricci Uvinha is Associate Professor of the Graduate Program in Tourism and Physical
Activity Sciences in the School of Arts, Sciences and Humanities of the University of São Paulo,
Brazil. He holds a Masters Degree in Physical Education from the State University of Campinas –
UNICAMP (1997), a PhD in Tourism and Leisure from the University of São Paulo – USP (2003),
a postdoctorate in Leisure Studies from Griffith University, Australia (2004). Dr. Uvinha is the
author of articles and books focused on leisure, physical education and tourism. He is currently
leader of the Interdisciplinary Group of Leisure Studies at the University of São Paulo (GIEL/
USP), is the President of the Brazilian Association of Research and Graduate Studies in Leisure
Studies (ANPEL) and Vice-Chairman of the World Leisure Organization (WLO). To contact Dr
Uvinha please mail: University of São Paulo USP, Avenida Arlindo Bettio, 1000, Ermelino
Matarazzo, 03828-000, São Paulo SP, BRAZIL. Or email: uvinha@usp.br
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Leisure Studies in Latin America, by Ricardo Uvinha
Latin America is a huge region of the Americas formed by 23 countries. Brazil is the largest of them,
spreading through 8,547,403 square kilometers and with a population of about 200 million. Brazil has
recently received world attention for its strong position in the economic and political environment
during times of global crisis, but also because the country has been selected to host the major sports
mega-events of the decade (2014 FIFA Football World Cup and 2016 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro). Discussions have then naturally arisen about the potential impact of
these events in terms of legacies to several sectors, including to the leisure studies field.
Nowadays, there are around 240 research groups from a wide range of areas focusing on leisure studies in Brazil alone, all of them officially accredited by the National Council for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq). At the University of São Paulo – USP, we currently offer a Bachelor in
Leisure and Tourism (which has 480 undergraduate students) and two Graduate Programs (Tourism
and Physical Activity Sciences, both offering research lines in leisure studies) in the School of Arts,
Sciences and Humanities.
USP is also home of the Interdisciplinary Group of Leisure Studies – GIEL, gathering researchers
from different backgrounds who believe in the importance of this field for human development. Its
works emphasize an interdisciplinary perspective, highlighting the contribution of different areas of
knowledge, such as tourism, environmental sciences, among others, and their inter-relations within
society, both with a national and an international perspective. Since 2005, USP has published countless academic research papers in the leisure studies field, presented mostly in Portuguese, at Latin
American conferences.
Although Portuguese is the official language of the country, we can identify strong regional differences in Brazil, reflecting the indigenous and African origins of our people. The mix of these differences in the Brazilian Portuguese language acts as a relevant feature of Brazilian national identity.
However, the language also represents a barrier to knowledge exchange with the rest of the world.
This is clearly a significant constraint for Brazilians and all other Latin Americans when it comes to
disseminating our work through attendance to international conferences and submission of academic
articles, given the supremacy of English in most international leisure studies fora. The high cost of
translating from Spanish/Portuguese into English, added to economic constraints, limits Latin American participation on the global stage.
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Leisure Studies in Latin America, by Ricardo Uvinha
In 1998, the 5th World Leisure Congress was held in São Paulo, Brazil. For one week, the leisure community was mobilized to explore the theme “Leisure in Globalized Society: Inclusion
or Exclusion?” This was part of celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the United Nations’ Universal Declaration of Human Rights and helped enrich our understanding of the Latin American experience. An important feature of the Congress was the adoption of the São Paulo Declaration on Leisure and Globalization which established the importance of leisure diversity.
The legacy of the event was a strong and inclusive connection between World Leisure Organization – WLO and the Latin American leisure community, which resulted in a significant increase in Latin American representation in WLO membership, events, and publications. It has
been ten years since the connection was forged and there is evidence to suggest that the connection needs to be strengthened and also move to other relevant international leisure studies
associations, such as ANZALS.
In 2013, the Brazilian Association of Research and Graduate Studies in Leisure - ANPEL was
created as a scientific society that brings together researchers from different areas of
knowledge that are dedicated to the investigation of leisure and related topics. The association
has five main objectives: a) stimulate community participation in public policy, defending the
professional development and the theoretical, cultural, scientific and technological development
of leisure studies; b) represent the leisure studies community in public and private agencies, in
particular with national and state organizations, to coordinate and promote teaching and research in the leisure studies field; c) organize meetings, seminars, conferences, courses and others to promote exchange and cooperation between members, and expand mutual knowledge of
research in progress; d) encourage the further development of research, identifying priority issues, problems and needs for advancement of knowledge in the leisure studies field; e) disseminate knowledge in the leisure studies field.
Among the main actions, ANPEL organizes biannually the Brazilian Congress of Leisure Studies and edits quarterly the Brazilian Journal of Leisure Studies – RBEL. I firmly believe in the
potential of institutions such as WLO, ANZALS and ANPEL to act as advocates and catalysts
for leisure development in both global and local contexts. To ensure that Latin America continues to contribute to and benefit from the connection with the global stage, communication
channels need to be strengthened and collaborative research opportunities nurtured.
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The World Leisure Organization: Current
Programs and Activities
The World Leisure Organization (WLO) operates a variety of programs and services while working to fulfill its primary aspiration of serving as an international advocate for leisure as a means
for improving the quality of life for all. Additionally, WLO is dedicated to discovering and fostering those conditions best permitting leisure to serve as a force for human growth, development
and well-being. In this issue of the ANZALS Newsletter, several current and ongoing endeavors
will be showcased, including the 13th World Leisure Congress as well as the World Leisure Centers
of Excellence program. Furthermore, the coming of the New Year will bring many changes for
the organization and a brief summary of these exciting transitions has also been included.

13th World Leisure Congress, Mobile Bay, Alabama, USA
In September, the 2014 World Leisure Congress was held at the state-of-the-art Arthur R. Outlaw
Mobile Convention Center in Mobile, Alabama, USA. The theme of “Leisure: Enhancing the Human
Condition” was explored over six days with daily focuses upon Health and Wellness; Economic Development; Environmental Stewardship; Emerging Technologies; Arts, Culture, Sports and Recreation; and Building a Livable City.
International professionals and academics attended lectures and presentations by their peers,
toured unique local facilities, spent a memorable day on the beautiful campus of the University of
South Alabama and enjoyed the sincere hospitality offered throughout the Mobile area.
In addition, the World Leisure Board of Directors has asked colleague and fellow board member,
Dr. John Tower of Victoria University in Melbourne, Australia, to conduct a comprehensive evaluation of participation and satisfaction among congress delegates. After an extensive analysis, the
findings will be made available to the World Leisure membership and will be referred to in the
planning of future congresses.
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World Leisure Centers of Excellence
A World Leisure Center of Excellence (WLCE) is an international postgraduate program with
complementary research and service elements that provide opportunities for students from
throughout the world as well as educators, researchers, and professionals to participate and contribute to uniquely theme-focused educational endeavors. Current World Leisure Centers of Excellence include those operated at Arizona State University (Phoenix, Arizona, USA), Vancouver
Island University (Nanaimo, British Columbia, Canada), NHTV Breda University of Applied Sciences (Breda, the Netherlands) and most recently the Universidad de Deusto (Bilbao, Spain).
The first inaugural World Leisure Center of Excellence field school took place in Mobile, Alabama, during the 2014 World Leisure Congress and included seven students from both NHTV
Breda University of Applied Sciences and Vancouver Island University. During the field school,
students conducted a case study analysis of the possibilities and opportunities available to rehabilitate and rejuvenate the downtown leisure facilities of the Host City. Participants described the
experience as highly valuable for both the students and centers involved and organizers look forward to more opportunities to come in the future.
For more information about World Leisure Centers of Excellence, please visit
www.worldleisure.org

News and Updates
After 10 years of dedicated voluntary service, Dr. Christopher Edginton resigned from the position of Secretary General of the organization. Under Dr. Edginton’s decade of leadership, the
organization saw major new events being added to the calendar – World Leisure Games and EXPO – as well as the establishment of new regional Chapters and Centers of Excellence. The financial situation has been developed and stabilized in a way that allows WLO to take on exciting
new challenges with the hope of making an even greater international impact. Dr. Edginton’s
dedicated service was recognized at the 2014 World Leisure Congress with a reception in his honor. At the reception, Dr. Edginton was awarded the 2014 Distinguished Service Award from the
United States Sport Academy Board of Trustees and the Academy’s Awards of Sport Committee.
When establishing a call for expressions of interest for candidates to fill the vacant position, the
WLO Board of Directors voted in favour of changing the position title from Secretary General
to Chief Operating Officer (COO). The call was released during the summer months but proved
to be inconclusive. World Leisure Executive Committee Member, Dr. Cristina Ortega-Nuere, has
offered to step into the role of Chief Operating Officer with the possibility that it will be extended to a longer appointment. She is the Director of the Institute of Leisure Studies within the Faculty of Social and Human Sciences at the Universidad de Deusto in Bilbao, Spain. In January
2015, the WLO Administrative Office, currently located at the University of Northern Iowa, will
be located alongside Dr. Ortega-Nuere at the Universidad de Deusto.
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CAUTHE 2015: Southern Cross University, Gold Coast
February 2-5 2014
Believe it or not, CAUTHE 2015 is only 6 weeks away and the Conference Committee looks forward to welcoming you ‘beachside’ at Southern Cross University, Gold Coast campus, on 2-5
February! Over 150 full and working research papers have been received, on a variety of topics
related to the conference themes, the SIGs (special interest groups) and beyond.
We are delighted to formally announce our keynote speakers for CAUTHE 2015: Paul Donovan
(Queensland Airports Ltd), Professor Betty Weiler (Southern Cross University) and Professor
John Tribe (Surrey University).
In addition to the academic sessions, the SCU team has a great social program on offer for delegates, including a welcome on-campus BBQ, a cocktail reception at Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary and the requisite CAUTHE 2015 Gala Dinner at the Currumbin Waterside Room
(Currumbin RSL).
To register, and for all other information about CAUTHE 2015, please go to www.scu.edu.au/
cauthe2015 or email cauthe2015@scu.edu.au.

Invitation to Attend the OLT Setting the Standards in Tourism, Hospitality
and Events in Higher Education Events
Due to changes in the regulatory context institutions will increasingly be required to provide evidence of achievement of standards. The final TH&E Standards will be released at the CAUTHE
2015 conference, and the symposium will provide an opportunity for academics to workshop examples which can be used to document students' mastery of the agreed upon TLOs through various curriculum, pedagogy and assessment practices.
You are invited to attend two events to be held at Southern Cross University’s Gold Coast Campus. Both are free to attend.
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Evening Workshop
Wednesday 4 February 2014, 5:30-7:00pm
The purpose of the workshop is to:


Bring all interested stakeholders up to speed on the project and
explain the implications for TH&E in Higher Education



Launch the TH&E Threshold Learning Outcome Standards



Workshop examples of how educators can document students’
mastery of the agreed upon TLOs through various curriculum,
pedagogy and assessment practices.

Symposium 2
Friday 6 February 2015 9:00am to 3:30pm
The aims of the Symposium are to:


Launch the Standards



Discuss future of the Standards, ‘ownership’ and plans for future calibration exercises



Develop, discuss and finalise (calibrated) assessment task exemplars in light of the Standards domains



Seek commitment from colleagues to implement revised and provide further examples, with
view to peer assessment prior at future calibration exercises

If you can make it to one or both of these events, please RSVP by email to penny.jose@vu.edu.au by Friday 16th January. For more information and Symposium 2 updates
please visit the project website or contact Project Leader Paul A Whitelaw.

32

News from the Network
Proposed Changes to CAUTHE Constitution
CAUTHE has a long association with the university sector. However,
as the higher education landscape changes, it is important that CAUTHE continues to be a voice to represent the whole tourism, hospitality and events education sector. The Association is currently discussing
proposed changes to its constitution to allow non-university providers
of tourism, hospitality and events higher education at Bachelor’s level
to become Chapter members.
The latest CAUTHE newsletter provides detailed discussion of this
and the CAUTHE Executive welcome feedback from it’s kindred Associations. The discussion
forum is live or email CAUTHE Chair Judith Mair.

SMAANZ News
The Tasmanian School of Business and Economics
(TSBE) is delighted to be hosting the 21st SMAANZ
Conference. The conference dates are November 25 – 27,
2015.
Other details to hand include:
• Registration held in the Centenary Building (TSBE) on the Sandy Bay campus.
• Golf Day at Royal Hobart Golf Club or the Tasmania Golf Club (15 minutes from city)
• Welcome Keynote is Professor Jonathan West
• The Conference Dinner will be held at MONA
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SMAANZ 2014 Conference Review
In November, the Deakin University Sport Management
Program hosted the 20th SMAANZ Conference at Melbourne and Olympic Park. The conference featured an Industry day on Wednesday 26 November looking at a '20:20
Vision for Sport' featuring presentations and sessions with a
dozen CEOs and industry leaders, interactive workshop
sessions and a venue tour.
Speakers on the day including Craig Tiley (CEO, Tennis Australia) on 20 Years of the Grand
Slam of the Asia-pacific and Brian Morris (CEO, MOPT) addressing the history and development of the MOPT facility. Malcolm Speed (Executive Director, COMPPS), Kate Palmer (CEO,
Netball Australia), Brian Cooney (Senior VP, IMG), Michael Brown (CEO, AFC Asian Cup), Tony Sherwill (GM Operations, Bowls Australia), Craig Roberts (Head of Strategy, AFL), Samir
Mahir (Chief Information Officer, Tennis Australia) and Shane Mates (GM, AAMI Park) also
presented as part of the day.
The two academic days of the conference featured over 95 papers and presentations from domestic and international presenters spanning 15 countries, and was highlighted by a PastPresidents session, featuring a panel of the association’s leaders from the 20 year SMAANZ history. To see photos from the 2014 conference, see http://www.smaanz.org/WPdevelopment/
conference-images-smaanz-2014/
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LSA News
LSA’s annual conference was presented by the University of the West of Scotland in Glasgow in July. Once again the Association enjoyed an excellent conference with a good level of attendance and
an impressive array of speakers and presenters. As has become the trend, international delegates represented a large proportion of those attending, demonstrating not only the international dimension
of leisure studies but also the leading role of the Association in furthering debate and discussion of
leisure. LSA conferences operate on the basis that the host institution makes a financial contribution
to the Association and thanks are due to colleagues at the University of the West of Scotland, especially David McGillivray and Sandro Carnicelli, for their key role in planning and delivering the conference, and also for its support to the costs attached to the running of the Association. Preparations
are now well under way for next year’s conference in Bournemouth and ample details of this are
now available on the Association’s website. The Association is also a provider of one-day conferences and in June a very informative conference on Leisure as Volunteering, organised by Geoff
Nicholls, was presented at the University of Sheffield in partnership with the Voluntary Sector Studies Network and the Voluntary Action History Society. One day conferences are a good way of focusing on important topics and enabling institutional co-operation of benefit to the Association. We
are always willing to discuss suggestions for one-day conferences and anyone who wishes to present
one should contact the Association. Looking further ahead, the call for expressions of interest in
LSA 2016 is now current and again, I am very happy to have an informal chat with any institution
that might like to consider hosting this event.
Following the AGM there were some changes to the composition of the Executive Committee. Ana
Borges da Costa, Sally Everett, Brett Lashua and David McGillivray stood down as their terms of
office had expired and I would like them for their contributions over several years. Sandro Carnicelli
replaces Sally as the Association’s Treasurer and Louise Platt is now the Newsletter Editor. Katherine King joined the Committee and was also elected as Membership Officer. As has been previously reported, the Association is moving to a position at which it will not have a paid administration
and it is reassuring that the running of the Association has been taken up energetically by members
of the Executive. Following a stock-take of LSA Publications, we plan to launch a sale of past volumes in the near future; in the first instance this sale will be available only to members. You will
shortly be able to find further details at the Association’s new website http://
www.leisurestudies.org/home . Stefan Lawrence has radically redesigned this site to make it easier to
use and it’s now possible for members to communicate through social media facilities on the site.
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Research Connections
Research Connections is a joint initiative between ANZALS, PLA and NZRA designed to promote and inform the leisure, recreation and parks industries and researchers about the range of
current research that is being undertaken across Australia and New Zealand. It has produced
several newsletters over the last few years, reporting on over 100 research projects throughout
Australia and New Zealand. Back issues can be viewed or downloaded here.
The September 2014 edition of Research Connections focused on 13 Victorian research
projects and also includes information about:


40 new projects listed in the NZ knowledge library



3 projects from elsewhere around the country



a new section called “Project Snippets” which provides basic information about projects
in the pipeline and other research related information.

At the August PLA national conference in Cairns, John Wood and Dr David Lamb presented a
paper which analysed the 103 projects reported in the first 7 issues of Research Connections.
Copies of the Cairns presentation can be obtained from jwcs@bigpond.net.au
The February 2015 edition (#09) of Research Connections will focus on research underway in
Western Australia and Tasmania. The cut-off for suppling abstracts for #09 is January 30, 2015.
The June 2015 edition (#10) of Research Connections will focus on research underway in
South Australia and Queensland. The cut-off for suppling abstracts for #10 is May 29, 2015.
However, Australian and New Zealand researchers are welcome to submit project abstracts at
any time and they will be included in the next newsletter.
Templates for supplying information can be obtained from jwcs@bigpond.net.au
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One of NZRA’s objectives is to drive sector awareness of relevant recreation trends and research to positively influence decision making. We have
found that presentation of case studies such as the one below are an engaging and reader-friendly way of doing this.

Finding Sport Beyond School
A pilot project designed to help young people continue with recreation and sport after leaving
school has led to an exponential increase in the number of social sport teams and more people taking part in other forms of recreation at the University of Auckland.
Findings from the first two years of the Sport Beyond School project were presented by project
manager Hamish Rogers at the recent New Zealand Recreation Association (NZRA) National
Conference, held at Lincoln University in Christchurch from 26-28 November 2014. The Conference provided an opportunity for leaders in the New Zealand recreation industry to collaborate
and share knowledge through networking and presentations.
Mr Rogers’ presentation showcased how the project had helped the University of Auckland to
keep school leavers engaged by providing informal ‘pop-up’ sport opportunities, leading a successful rebrand of social sport leagues, and supporting the University’s social sport clubs. The project,
which is jointly run by the University of Auckland, Sport New Zealand, Auckland Council, Sport
Auckland, Counties Manukau Sport, Harbour Sport, Sport Waitakere and College Sport Auckland,
responded to research finding that many students did not transition into club and university recreation and sport after leaving school.
Mr Rogers says the first year of the pilot was based heavily around research, while the second year
centred on projects that increase participation, providing ad hoc opportunities for recreation as
well as formal recreation opportunities in university leagues and clubs: “One of our projects was
called ‘PlayNow’. This included things like volleyball, speedminton, circus and other pop-up activities in visible locations around campus. Volleyball was pretty unique - we had students coming and
playing even when it was hailing.”
The project also re-energised the University’s ailing social sport module, re-launching the programme as ‘UNIM8S Social Sport Leagues’. Mr Rogers says this brand was developed to evoke the
one thing that school leavers said would enable them to participate in recreation and sport beyond
school more than anything else – their mates.
As part of the re-launch, Sport Beyond School connected with university clubs, providing an umbrella structure for leagues and enabling clubs to better promote themselves.
37

News from the Network
Finding Sport Beyond School (cont.)
The project also targeted student groups not typically involved in sport, allowed high school students to join leagues, and created a ‘UNIM8S Social Sport Leagues’ Facebook group to help students connect with teams looking for players. These changes had stellar results - in the space of
one semester, the university went from having 0 to 20 social basketball teams, 4 to 12 futsal teams,
and 16 to 30 indoor netball teams.
Mr Rogers says there were four facets that contributed to the success of the Sport Beyond School
project – surveys, programme delivery, marketing, and aiming to make initiatives sustainable so
they could continue to run once the pilot had finished. He says the challenge for any organisation
aiming to help school leavers transition into senior recreation and sport lies in providing a clear
pathway for them.
Mr Rogers says a survey found that 40 per cent of students straight out of high school had gone
from some formal sport to none at all. Sixty-two per cent of all students said they were doing less
formal sport than they would like to, while 53 per cent said they were spending less time participating in informal recreation and sport than they would like to: “We often hear students saying ‘if I’d
known about that I would’ve done it’, but they didn’t hear. That’s where the Sport Beyond School
project comes in.”
Mr Rogers says the pilot was a good example of a project driven by empirical analysis rather than
making decisions based on assumptions or focussing on ‘squeaky wheels’: “One of the greatest legacies from Sport Beyond School for the University of Auckland is a culture within the sport and
rec team around being more analytical.” Mr Rogers says the topic is currently on Sport New Zealand’s radar and universities play a key role in bridging the divide between secondary school and
adult recreation. The learnings from the Sport Beyond School pilot provide a foundation for universities to build on.
He says the recreation and sport sector needs to recognise that there are major transition points
where people can drop out, and be more proactive about providing relevant opportunities, not just
for people leaving high school, but also for people in other major life transitions such as starting a
family or moving house: “It’s easier to retain people in sport and recreation than to watch them
drop out and then get them back,” Mr Rogers says.
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A Tribute to Gough
Whitlam
Below is a special contribution to the ANZALS website from Tony Veal and Rob Lynch regarding the recent passing of Gough Whitlam.

Gough Whitlam
Given the number and scope of policy reforms by the 1972-75 Labor government led by
Gough Whitlam, it is perhaps not surprising that, in the many tributes paid to Whitlam following his death on 21 October, 2014, little attention has been given to the field of leisure. However, in the foreword to the first and second editions of Australian Leisure1, Whitlam himself provided a comprehensive account and appraisal. This is reproduced below and reminds us of the
significance of the foundations laid at that time.

Foreword
Hon. E.G. Whitlam, AC, QC
Prime Minister, 1972–1975
Back in November 1972, prior to the closing days of twenty three years’ rule by the conservative parties in Australia, I delineated the Labor Party’s policy in a speech at Blacktown Civic
Centre in the western suburbs of Sydney. The speech delivered on that occasion signalled a
massive program of reform, one component of which was a series of initiatives related to the
quality of life. This fuzzy ‘quality of life’ notion raised a few eyebrows across the nation at the
time, but we were serious in our program of radical reform and committed to the view that
government has a key role to play in improving the quality of life. Policy initiatives in support
of this commitment involved provision of community amenities and leisure services, along
with the promotion of sport, fitness, the arts, open space, and parks.
Part of the philosophy behind my Government’s program of reform is outlined in the following lines extracted from the 1972 speech:
There is no greater social problem facing Australia than the good use of leisure. It
is the problem of all modern and wealthy communities. It is, above all, the problem of urban societies and thus, in Australia, the most urbanised nation on earth,
a problem more pressing for us than for any other nation on earth2.
Some years have passed since these words were spoken, but what I proposed back in 1972 as
the problem of the 1980s is also the problem of the 1990s and is destined to remain a problem
for the foreseeable future. Leisure, like all things human, is constantly changing and each new
generation enters into a leisure environment – in terms of non work hours, urban recreational
space, the environment, technology, popular culture and the like – which is recognisably different from that which preceded it.
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My government recognised the need for reform in this important and changing sphere of life
and, for the historical record, some of our achievements are referred to below. Armstrong’s
(1985)3 thesis is the basis for the précis of policy initiatives which follows.
In fulfilment of promises made in relation to the quality of life and urban policy, the first Federal Department of Tourism and Recreation was established on 19 December 1972, and Frank
Stewart, a first grade player with Canterbury Bankstown Rugby League Club, was appointed the
Minister. The Department was responsible for the initiation of policies and the implementation
of Government decisions on the development of tourism and recreation in Australia. As Armstrong4 rightly asserts, ‘the Department proceeded not in isolation, but as part of a total package of reform policies. The underlying basis to these policies was the intention to improve the
access of individuals to communal resources’. Through a process of community consultations,
the Department uncovered an enormous range of need in the areas of community recreation,
sports development, the environment and training. Issues related to each area were addressed
for the first time between 1972 and 1975. The Department commissioned a series of reports,
one of which led to the establishment of tertiary education courses for people working in sport
and recreation. Other reports addressed issues related to women and leisure, the recreational
priorities of youth and tourism development. The concept of leisure was promoted through
seminars and publications. Community centres were created and policy initiatives were directed
towards youth affairs. A research program was initiated in an attempt by the Department to
gather intelligence about this hitherto neglected area.
In the case of sports development, the Department of Tourism and Recreation encouraged national sports associations to prepare plans for long-term projects and, later in the Government’s
term, allocated grants to projects of a long-term nature only. Sport had not traditionally received assistance from Government and so there was a conditioning process involved for organisations not used to preparing submissions and long-term plans. The Fraser Government
abolished the Department on 22 December 1975 and in 1976 withdrew entirely from direct
support of sports development, just before Australia’s undistinguished performance at the
Montreal Olympics. This withdrawal signalled a reversal of policies of the previous three years.
In the area of the arts, I had the privilege as Prime Minister of laying the foundation stone for
the National Gallery in 1973 and letting the contract to build it. Then, in 1975, I put through
the National Gallery Act, the gallery finally being opened in October 1982. By the 1970s, nearly
all state galleries, museums and libraries had been in decline for decades. The national initiatives
spurred the State governments to improve the accommodation, services and standards in State
collecting5. I later had the honour of chairing the Council of the Australian National Gallery
for four years (1987 1990).
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While collections and structures flourished in galleries, they did not flourish in museums. In
April 1974, my Government appointed a committee chaired by Peter Pigott to report on museums and national collections. The report was tabled on 5 November 1975. The Museum of
Australia Bill was introduced in April 1980 and received assent in October of the same year. As
yet, however, the foundation stone has not been laid!6 In contrast to the rapid developments
which occurred in the area of sport (e.g. development of the Australian Institute for Sport and
the Sports Commission) under subsequent governments, I was moved in 1990 to say,
‘apparently the Prime Minister believes that there are more votes in sports than in arts’.7
Expenditure figures played a major role in measuring the effectiveness of Sport and Recreation
policy during the course of my Government. For the Budget period 1975 1976, the appropriation for the sport and recreation area alone was $12.2 million, a $4.1 million increase on the
previous year. Of this, $6.3 million was allocated to capital assistance for leisure facilities, community sporting and arts/cultural activities. A total of $3.4 million was allocated to youth,
sport, national fitness and community recreation. The amount expended on capital assistance
for leisure facilities represented the bulk of all outlays from the sport and recreation branch.
The emphasis was therefore placed on servicing the community with facilities8.
In the case of the provision of such facilities, Armstrong9 builds a case in favour of technical
efficiency. ‘The money expended brought immediate improvements to the provision of facilities through such projects as re surfacing playing fields, providing floodlighting, building indoor
recreation complexes, providing multiple netball courts, upgrading pool equipment and building
boat ramps and pontoons’. Such expenditure was in line with my Government’s commitment to
improve community standards and the quality of life.
The Department of Tourism and Recreation was also active in its tourism development role
and from the outset recognised that despite the emphasis given to overseas tourists, the Australian tourist industry is based and dependent largely on the movement of Australians at leisure in
their own country. A research program was initiated to enable the Government to draw a profile of Australian tourism to guide it in its policy development. The first national Domestic
Tourism Survey was administered in 1975 and now such surveys are a central part of the industry. The Department also became involved in tourist attraction development, accommodation
assistance, training of tourism personnel and the licensing of travel agents10.
Because of the vast range of initiatives which the Department undertook, not all were successfully completed. For example, Frank Stewart asked Dr Allan Coles of the University of
Queensland to lead a study group to examine the feasibility of a national sports institute. The
study group’s report was published in November 1975.
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It was not, however, until September 1980 that the Fraser Government incorporated the Australian Institute of Sport as a public company. This it did by way of amends for its earlier withdrawal from support of sports development11. The Australian Institute of Sport Bill was introduced by John Brown [Labor Minister for Sport, Recreation and Tourism] in April 1986 and
received assent in October 1986. Now after two decades of intermittent attention by successive
Governments, the importance of each area addressed by the first Department of Tourism and
Recreation is more or less taken for granted.
When I was approached to write the foreword to this book I was pleased to see that many people across Australia had seized the opportunities made available to them in the course of my
Government, as evidenced in the maturing field of leisure and recreation studies in Australian
universities and colleges of technical and further education.
Leisure services provided by Federal, State and Local Governments, and in the voluntary and
commercial sectors, have expanded enormously in the last twenty years and become increasingly professional. These services are vital for the quality of life of Australians and require sound
professional training and education of the personnel involved. For this they need literature and
other resources which reflect Australian conditions and address local problems at issue. This
book by Rob Lynch and Tony Veal fulfils this role admirably. The book presents a comprehensive picture and analysis of leisure in Australia. It covers the history of leisure, play and culture
in Australia including the 40 000 year history of Aboriginal culture and the continuing influence
of indigenous culture on contemporary Australian life. The book inquires into many aspects of
leisure including sport, outdoor recreation, the arts, entertainment, leisure in the home, and
tourism. Politics and the role of government are examined as are voluntary organisations and
private leisure enterprises. The authors have presented us with a view of leisure which illuminates both its political and historical importance in shaping aspects of contemporary Australian
life and identities. The book also engages in areas of sensitive debate concerned with race, gender, age, and multiculturalism, situating leisure in the political context of each of these areas.
In my role as Australia’s Ambassador to UNESCO I was again alerted to the political power
which can be exercised through sport and leisure, as the African nations had me chosen as the
Chairman of the Second International Conference on the Sports Boycott against South Africa
held in Paris in May 1985. Later, when touring Africa with my wife Margaret in 1993 in support
of Sydney’s bid to host the 2000 Olympic Games, I found that Australia and its sport and leisure traditions are held in high regard throughout the world. In Africa, those whom I encountered were very impressed that we had encouraged and provided for our people to develop
their potential in our own, non prescriptive way. Freedom of choice has been preserved in the
leisure and sporting policies of the past few decades.
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I trust that the accomplishments of the Labor Government of 1972 75 have laid some foundations for future generations, as I remain committed to the enhancement of the quality of life
of all peoples. As Australia moves into a new century, it will face both fresh and familiar challenges in relation to the environment, technology, multi culturalism and the quality of life. The
relatively free realm of leisure and the contribution which this area of activity makes to the
quality of life will, I believe, continue to be central to many of these concerns.
Notes
1
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Gough Whitlam with authors Tony Veal and Rob
Lynch at the launch of Australian Leisure, 1996
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Launch of the Advanced Olympic Research Grant Programme 2015/2016
The IOC Olympic Studies Centre (OSC) has
launched the second edition of the Advanced
Olympic Research Grant Programme intended for
established researchers engaged in Olympic-related
research.
The main objective of the programme is to promote advanced research with a humanities or social
sciences perspective by established researchers in
priority fields of research, which are identified annually by the IOC. For the 2015/2016 edition, a list of eighteen priority fields of research has been identified dealing with key IOC activity areas.
All university professors, lecturers and research fellows who have completed their doctorate,
and who currently hold an academic or research appointment covering the period of the
grant are eligible to apply for the grant.
The Grant Programme Selection Committee is composed of academic experts who are world
-renowned for their involvement in Olympic studies. The relevant IOC departments and a
selection of peer reviewers are also involved in the selection process.
Application files, and any related correspondence, should be sent to the OSC by email before
9 February 2015. The complete explanatory document (including the full list of priority fields
of research) and the application form are available on OSC’s website.
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New Issue - Annals of Leisure Research
The last issue of the year of Annals of Leisure Research is now available online and a list of
original articles are provided below. Happy reading!
Articles
Understanding leisure in a complex world: promoting a critical leisure studies.
Ruth Jeanes, Jonathan Magee & Ramón Spaaij
Moving from multiculturalism to interculturalism through leisure. Wendy Frisby
Historical re-enacting and affective authority: performing the American Civil War.
Brad West
Fashion, fantasy and fallen horses: alternate images of thoroughbred racing. Caroline Winter & Ward Young
Leisure and settlement distress: the case of South Australian migrants. Hazreel
M. Hasmi, Michael J. Gross & Christina M Scott-Young
Presenting phenomenology: faithful recreating the lived experiences of surfer girls.
Laura Sophia Fendt, Erica Wilson, John Jenkins, Kay Dimmock &
Paul Weeks
Freedom camping in Australia: current status, key stakeholders and political debate. Rod Caldicott, Pascal
Scherrer & John Jenkins
It fitted with our lifestyle: an investigation into episodic volunteering in the tourism sector. Kirsten Holmes
You just wanna be like everyone else: exploring the experiences of gay, lesbian, bisexual and queer sportspeople through a languaging lens. Gillian Fletcher
A fair go on Australian beaches. Hazel Maxwell, Melissa Edwards, Megan Stronach & Vanessa
Brown

Tourism position at Bournemouth University, UK
Senior Lecturer in Tourism Management
Bournemouth University is creating the most stimulating, challenging and rewarding university experience in a world–class learning community by sharing our unique fusion of excellent
education, research and professional practice and inspiring our students, graduates and staff
to enrich the world.
As Senior Lecturer in Tourism, you will be able to demonstrate enthusiasm and experience
for student-centred pedagogy, contribute to education delivery, including programme management as required across the range of undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. You
will also make a significant contribution to the employability and professional engagement
agenda with relevant internal and external organisations, at a regional, national and international level.
Applications are welcome from those with particular expertise in areas of tourism management that could include strategic management, marketing, and human resource management.
Applications from people with expertise in environmental management and sustainable tourism development are also welcome. For further information and discussion or the opportunity for an informal visit, please contact Associate Dean, Dr Philip Long by email
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The Serious Leisure Perspective: An Introduction, by Sam Elkington and Robert A.
Stebbins, 2014, Routledge
The "Serious Leisure Perspective" (SLP) is a theoretical
framework that can help us understand the complexities of
modern leisure as both an activity and an experience. Bringing together the study of serious leisure, casual leisure and
project-based leisure, it is an essential component of the
Leisure Studies curriculum and an invaluable tool for exploring the significance of leisure in contemporary society. This
book is the first of offer a comprehensive introduction to
the Serious Leisure Perspective, from fundamental principles
and key concepts to in-depth and wide-ranging case studies
of serious leisure pursuits.
The book introduces the history of the SLP and its position
alongside other social theories that attempt to explain the
nature and function of leisure. It explores important themes
such as consumption, gender relations, social capital and
quality of life, and delves deeply into the leisure of amateurs, hobbyists, career volunteers and occupational devotees. Every chapter includes a range of useful pedagogical
features, such as review questions and group exercises, to
help the student to grasp the importance of understanding leisure as a way of understanding contemporary social life and society. Combining cutting-edge theory and method with an engaging and
practical interface, this is an essential text for all Leisure Studies courses and illuminating reading for
any student working in Tourism, Events, Sport, Recreation, Sociology or Cultural Studies.

Dogs in the Leisure Experience, by Neil Carr, 2014, Cabi
This book explores the social and cultural constructions and debates of
what are dogs and what is leisure. It looks at how working dogs play a
significant role in leisure experiences such as ensuring the safety of air
transport, and considers the differing roles and changing acceptance of
dogs’ involvement in sport. Within the setting of the animal welfare and
sentience debates, it examines the leisure needs of dogs and their owners. Providing an original contribution to our understanding of dogs as
both participants and objects in the leisure experience, this book is a
useful resource for researchers in leisure, hospitality and tourism.
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Newsy Bits on Books
Is there life after football? Surviving the NFL, by Jamas A. Holstein, Richard S. Jones &
George E. Koonce Jr., 2014, New York University Press
Is There Life After Football? draws upon the experiences of hundreds of former
players as they describe their lives after their football days are over. It also incorporates stories about their playing careers, even before entering the NFL, to provide context for understanding their current situations. The authors begin with an
analysis of the “bubble”-like conditions of privilege that NFL players experience
while playing, conditions that often leave players unprepared for the real world
once they retire and must manage their own lives. The book also examines the key
issues affecting former NFL players in retirement: social isolation, financial concerns, inadequate career planning, psychological challenges, and physical injuries.
From players who make reckless and unsustainable financial investments during
their very few high-earning years, to players who struggle to form personal and professional relationships
outside of football, the stories in the book put a very human face on the realities of the world of professional football. George Koonce Jr., a former NFL player himself, weaves in his own story throughout, explaining the challenges and setbacks he encountered and decisions that helped him succeed as an NFL Director of Player Development, PhD student, and university administrator after leaving the sport.
Ultimately, Is There Life After Football? concludes that, despite the challenges players face, it is possible for
players to find success after leaving the NFL if they have the right support, education, and awareness of
what might await them. But players themselves must also resist being totally engulfed by the NFL culture in
which they live. A fascinating study with unprecedented insider access, this book is essential reading for anyone interested in the world of professional football.

Contemporary Tourism Reviews, by Chris Cooper, 2014, Goodfellow Publishers
Contemporary Tourism Review volume 1 is the first in the series of annual publications. Containing 10 reviews, each provides critical, state of the art and authoritative coverage of the subfields and related topics of tourism, written by leading thinkers and academics in
the field. Each review is analytical, readable and sometimes controversial account
of the development of the literature in each sub-field of tourism. They cover the
development of the field - the key milestones, literature, events and writers to deliver the reader with the current state of the art and a clear legible map of the field,
emerging issues and a future focussed agenda as well as an extensive reference list.
The Contemporary Tourism Reviews series is designed for students who need support in the production of their assignments, dissertations and theses by providing
state of the art reviews of sub fields of tourism. It is also an essential reference for
academics who will expect to be kept abreast of disciplinary areas outside of their own specific domains of
expertise for both research and teaching purposes.
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Call for Book Chapters
Lifestyle Sports and Public Policy

Edited by Dr Daniel Turner and Dr Sandro Carnicelli-Filho
Rationale for Publication
The editors have been approached by Routledge and asked to consider developing an edited collection
surrounding interactions between lifestyle sports and the public policy arena to be published as part of
their Research Monographs series.

Proposed Book Structure
The intended focus of the book is on the increasing interactions between lifestyle sports and the state in
its broadest conceptualisation. Authors are encouraged to give consideration to the provision (directly or
indirectly) of spaces and places for lifestyle sports by the state, the use of such activities to promote policy agendas aimed at the individual (e.g. health, education, inclusion) or societal (e.g destination promotion, regeneration) levels; or the regulation of such activities. Each chapter should make use of a significant case study of one particular sport or policy intervention and should detail the background to the
case as well as developing a theoretically informed discussion linking the local situation to a broader set
of issues impacting on the field of lifestyle sports. It is anticipated that the book will be divided into three
main parts:
Provision and Lifestyle Sports – chapters in this section will examine the direct and indirect provision of lifestyle sports by the state.
Promotion and Lifestyle Sports- chapters in this section will examine the use of lifestyle sports to promote
policy agendas.
Policing Lifestyle Sports – chapters in this section will examine the regulation of lifestyle sports by policy
makers.
It is expected that the book will consist of 12-15 chapters split evenly across the themes, each chapter
consisting of approximately 6-7,000 words including references.
Submission Guidelines and Key Dates
Abstracts should be 300-500 words (excluding indicative referencing) and should detail the broad focus
of the chapter, the nature of the case study under investigation and a brief outline of the expected theoretical contribution. In addition, please submit a brief biography for the author(s). Abstracts should be
submitted to Daniel Turner by Friday January 9th.
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Conference Call for Papers
11th International Small Islands Conference (ISIC 11)

Globalization, Identities and Island Cultures
The Small Islands Cultures Research Initiative (SICRI), in partnership with the University of Malta,
is pleased to announce a call for papers for ISIC 11. Academics, scholars and researchers from any
disciplinary field, as well as managers and practitioners who are interested in island issues, are invited
to attend the 10th International Small Islands Conference and engage in the debates.

The conference will consist of keynote presentations, round tables and a variety of oral presentations held in thematic sessions. The core conference sub-themes are:


Island archaeology and ancient history



Contemporary developments in island studies

Two types of paper will be considered: Papers delivered orally should be of 20 minutes duration and
will be programed in panels; and Poster papers, which will be displayed together with scheduled discussion times at the main conference venue.

The organisers invite proposals addressing any of the Conference themes. Papers not aligning to
these will also be considered if the schedule permits. Abstracts for papers should be submitted to
the conference organiser Dr Arianne Reis by March 31st 2015. Abstracts should be no more than
250 words and should include the author’s name, institution and email address.
Selected presenters/authors will be invited to submit longer version papers to Shima: The International
Journal of Research into Island Cultures. A themed special issue might be published if enough papers are
accepted after the peer-review process.
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Conference Call for Papers
APTA 2015
The 21st Asia Pacific Tourism Association Conference
May 14-17, 2015, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
Important dates
Abstract Submission Deadline: February 22, 2015
Decision Notification: March 22, 2015
Full Paper Submission Deadline: April 11, 2015
Early Bird Registration: by April 18, 2015
Submission
Submit Abstracts/Full Papers to Paper Review Chair, Dr. SooCheong (Shawn) Jang (Purdue University, USA) as email attachments. More information at the conference website: http://
sites.google.com/site/apta2015
Theme: Developments of the New Tourism Paradigm in the Asia Pacific Region
Area of Interests


Advanced Research in Tourism and Hospitality
 Eco Tourism
 Medical Tourism
 Film and Drama Tourism
 Tourism in ASEAN and GMS
 Tourism Sustainability
 Tourism Planning and Policy
 Community Based Tourism
 Service Quality Management
 MICE
 Logistics
 Supply Chain Management
 Hotel Management
 Safety and Crisis Management
 Information Technology
 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
Any other subject area related to Tourism & Hospitality
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Conference Call for Papers
6th Scientific Conference on Sustainable Tourism
Québec City (Canada), June 10-12 2015

This conference also aims to address the integration of sustainable development in the production
of tourist services or products, especially in organizational practices and marketing. This integration
is a challenge facing tourism businesses.
Researchers are invited to submit empirical research, methodological, and conceptual papers that focus on topics related to the implementation of sustainable tourism. Papers may be based both on
qualitative or quantitative methods. The issues covered are very broad and can raise the following
different fields: marketing, strategy, communication, consumer behavior, human resources, public
management, economics, finance, logistics, legal and sustainable development. This conference also
aims to enable the meeting of tourism professionals who have decided to integrate or not to integrate sustainable development in the marketing of tourism products and destinations.
Please submit an abstract of no more than 500 words, including title and full contact details, as an
electronic file to: colloqueaimtd@gmail.com. You may submit your abstract as soon as possible but
no later than January 31th 2015. Each communication must be reviewer. Each paper is reviewed by
two reviewers. For more information about the conference, you are invited to visit: http://tourismedurable-aimtd.org/quebec2015/. You can submit your abstract in French or English, depending on
the language in which the paper will be presented.
Time and Place:
The Conference: Québec City (Canada), June 10-12th 2015
Deadline for submitting abstracts: January 31th, 2015
Confirmation of accepted abstracts: February 15th, 2015
Full papers are expected by 1 April, 2015
Opening of the conference: June 10, 2015
Academic sessions: June 16-12, 2015
Tours and excursions: June 20, 2015 (information coming).
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Conference Call for Papers
TTRA 2015 European Chapter Conference
MCI Tourism, Innsbruck (Austria), April 22-24 2015

TTRA Europe invites researchers and practitioners to share their research and expertise in order to shed
more light upon the processes of service innovation in tourism, hospitality firms and tourism destinations.
This is an opportunity to explore the internal and external determinants of innovation both within firms and
destinations, and across countries and cultures to better understand patterns of innovation management in
the wider tourism industry. Furthermore, we wish to explore new approaches to innovation management to
inform future research and explore their managerial implications for destinations and tourism businesses.
The conference will provide a platform for researchers and experts in the tourism industry and encourages
young scholars to discuss their work with thought leaders and practitioners.
Contributions by academics, practitioners and PhD students are welcome in the following categories:


Research papers



Case studies



Applied (industry and sector) papers



Student papers (including masters theses)

Extended abstract proposals (max. 5 pages plus references) are required to be submitted by January 16th
2015. They will be double-blind reviewed. You will be informed about the result of the review no later than
February 6th 2015. Reviewer recommendations have to be addressed in the final version of the extended
abstract and/or full papers which should be submitted by Friday March 20th 2015. Opportunities to publish full papers in established tourism journals will be announced in due time.
Papers must be written in English and follow the instructions outlined on the conference website
www.ttraeurope2015.com. Accepted papers which are presented at the conference will be published
in the TTRA Europe Conference Proceedings. The TTRA European Chapter will select the best paper,
the author(s) of which will be announced during the Conference Farewell Ceremony.
Please submit your abstract as a MS Word file with your full name and titled as follows: firstnamelastname_abstract.doc. This file should be sent electronically to info@ttraeurope2015.com
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